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phenomena seen through the eyes of a poet, the rustling
of the sands on the seashore, the weird noises of t‘h_e
night, the dancing of butierflies in the sun. At hus
touch these things take on the wonder and mystely
which the Celtic imagination has descried everywhere
in nature.  That Lord Dunsany shonld havg upelyed up
a new region of faulusy does not constitute ]m_n an
alien in the old mythological and legendary world of
Treland. [lis peopie are of the sane Ht(J(‘:!{_ as their
ancestors, childven of romance and beauty,

The Sea
He loves the sea like every Drishman, and he has
a predilection tor old wailors that Trishmen will under-
wlaud, Ao Phe Dominy of the Soowe lave his fancy
at Hs highest flight.  Tnagining an attempl made by
Slid and his host of waves to capture the green Oe{}”l,
he tells us how =lid by his waves cvercame the four
winds, and afler sendimg them limping hack 10 theiy
masters, sald s U We have et this new thing that has
colig Upel carth and have striven agminsl is Vulvmn_‘,:“
bt condd nol dreive then Sorilis and the new thine =
wbocotba nol den
beawiiful bui s verv aneiy aned s crecping nm;u-‘:l:\-
the mods” The gods send a0 orent arviv of white
o = ;
chil=™ o defend (heim,
; : . T e
until the downlamds were caliod npon o hadt the arnn

ot the precks woere shatiered

ol Shd, who net Betpe able to advonee eronned o cong
suchas Jong avs Cronbled the stars"  ad the SN e
o nmaning. ;i\\'n[«'ing pent desives vl the riers Ht"‘!l‘d
i and ('I'(‘P—l down to e the weas ey e Lehingd
the white chilis, splitting them beve and ihere, this
making an opening for the anuy of the waves,”  Then
the gods were anery and calted npon thenr eldest-horn,
the Mountain Tintuoson, which wae made of biack
warhle, and Tintaceon stosid fem and beal back (he
attacks of SHd wnd of the ve ceeans e had stmoned
to his aidl The sew wes eaten L e fiuht nay cne
dav bo vesuied

CRometintes in their drenm<, e swareseariod awenge
viors of Bld sUH B (ieir bewds aaed ere their ot iie
ery s then o dark elonds esthepr aleni Trhargon's
swarthy braw and bo s oot omenacine. L The
cods know wetl (hat whiie Tintnoms aeds they e
sfo o owhether UG Gbal cie duy st T
tareon 15 hiddoen aiong the servets of 1hp sog

Babbulkund
llere is o description o) one of hi< dream-cities:

ST owill arize now aud see Bablillnd, city of
marvel.  She s of one age with the earth: the clars
are her sisters. Pharaels of the ol lime coming
coneering frem Arvabay Arst saw ber, a solitary mound -
atn in the deserl, and cul the mountain isdn fowers
and terraces, Rhe is carven, not it s her oal-
aces are ono with her {errees
nor olelt.
worled,

there s neilher jein
llere iz the besuty of {he vordh of the
She deericth herselt to he {4e middle of the
earth, and halh four gates fucing owtward to (he pa-
tions. "’

But the end of Babbullund came. A day dawned
when winged lions no louger flitted lilke bats aboud
the city, when the alcove of opal wherein the King saf
Was gone, and the gorgecus streels were no niore.  The
plot was carvefully prepaved. A travellor iy the desert
heard a whisper of it al night. Al that night the
desert said many things softly and in a whisper, hut f
lknew not what he saird. (,)nly'the sand kiew and arose
and was troubled and lay down again, and (he wind
knew.”  And when all was ready a wind came onl of
the South, aud “the sand Lifted and went v i great
shapes, all whispering: and there were litile
among them and the SO
dondaris, Babbullkund
i1 the sanie way,

erigs
s of passing away.”  Per-
= heautiful vival, was overcaonle

““The Tents of the Arabs”

The lure of the desert called Dunsany ‘fram his
youth and its voice is heard in many of his stories.
In The Tents af the Arads g King‘ lingers a year in
the desert and allows a camel-driver to usurp his throne

rather than declare his identity. The King loves a
gypsy girl. named Eznarza, and Mr. Boyd points out
that the love-passages between the two are reminiscent
of Syvuge. There is the rhythm of poeiry in the lnes
they speak. Eznarza savs: “We shall hear the sand
agair whispering low to the dawn wind.” and the King
replies: “We shalt hear the nomads stirving in their
camps far off hecanse it is dawn.” In Eznarza’'s last
words there is an echo of the wonderful prose of
Deirdre;

VI owill radse up my head of a night time against
the sky. and the old, old unbought stars shali twinkle
throngh my haiv and we shall not evy dny of the
diademed queens of the world.” _

“Yeats, Synge. A K. and James Stephens see
Preland iMumined by the beauty of old legends and
traditions,” savs Mr. Toyd. “Dunsany is carried by
this ve-awakening of the spivit info a world bevond
tho * Rim.” Al have the same dream of beauty, which
enables thew to fransfigure teality,””
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ACSC Patricks Basitica, South Dunedin, on Thurs-
dav next, Feast of the Apastle of Treland, Solemn Pou-
Lifieal Mass will he celebrated. comnrencing at nine
credoeks A pategyric of SU Patvick will b preached
hv Very Rev. Father Coffey, Adm.

livhenor of the approaching festival of the Anostle
of Treland, the wembers of S Joseph's and St. Pat-
riek s Lranches of the Ilibernian Hociety ave to as-
semble 1w regalia at S, Pairick’s Basilica, South Dun-
sdding, on next Sunday, and, in oa hody, approach the
Toly Table at the uine o'clock Masgs,

There was Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament at
S doseph’s Uachedral from the eleven o'elock Mass on
Sunday. Ils Lordship the Bishop officiated at Com-
Pline in the evening, and after the usual Proveession
Poutifical Benetdiction of the Blessed Sacrament.  An
approprizle sermon weas preached by Very Rev. Father
Coffey. Adm.in the presence of a large congregation.

At the conelusion of the business at Jast week’s
meeting of the members of St Joseph's Cathedral Con-
ference of the 8t. Vincent de Panl Sociely, a welconie-
howe social was tendered to Mrs, M. A. Jackson, pre-
sideit over many years, who had recently returned from
anextended tour of Great Britain and various Contin-
ental conntpies. Very Rev. Father Coffey, Adm., chap-
late of the society, presided, and expressed the pleasure
of all at the relurn, in renewed health, of Mrs. Jack-
sl e nade grateful veference to the president’s de-
voted services over a lengthy pertod in the interests of
the poer aml distressed, and trusted she wounld again
ool nidertake the exacting, though essentially chari-
fable dufies, in (he discharge of which <he had proved
hersell so adaptable.  Mrs) Jackson, in a brief reply,
cxpressed deep appreciation of the kind welcome ex-
tended, and for the prayers and good wishes she knew
accempanied her during her Journeyings abroad, The
experience and information gained would, she hoped,
be of great benefit tothe soctety's work in this city. A
pieasing musical programine was contributed.

The anvual uational concert in commemoration of St
Patrick's Day will be given on Thursday evening,
March 17, in 1lis Majesty's Theatre. On {his occasion
the concert will be given under the auspices of the Irish
Soctal, Musical, and Literary Societv, and a large and
energelic committee, under the direction of Father

Ardagh, have arranged a programme of an essentially

‘national character. and perfected details generally for g

siceessful soclal chservance of the great festival of the
Apostle of Treland. The concert will be under the
patrouage of his Lordship the Bishop, and the object
towards which the proceeds are to be devoted-—the
provision of schelarships for the pupils of our Catholie
schoels who win- them in open competition with al}
scheols in the Dominion but withheld by the Govern-
ment  from  being . taken out ip our
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