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THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

. *.;. It was a cloud above the Ark which mani-
fested to the Israelites a definite manifesta-

■ tion of; God. Now this would have drawn
* .;away the mind of man from the spiritual
"s nature of God had not God willed to demon-

;
strate His presence in such, fashion that

the Ark and -the cloud above it would be a
v.. mere shadow of a coming historical sub-

■'■r stance. In the suburb of a Judean village,
in the manger of a stable, hewn out from

' a" limestone rock, was born of aT'Syrian maid-
en Jesus Christ, the Everlasting Redeemer

r of the world—our God.
i To make such a statement in the face of
theu modern scientific world seems somewhat

-audacious, for it bespeaks the blending of
' two modes of being spiritual with the

material, the humanly dependent with the
.-•. absolutely, divine. We have little inclination

• , to discuss the serious subject as to how far
;->-^the: '

: old civilisations confounded the phe-
; nomena of nature with the Being of nature's

{Gad. We are the believers in the mystery
?iof the Incarnate birth of Jesus Christ, the
Eternal God. ' It is much more to our pur-

:j pose, since-we are the children of the dawn-
ed ing hopes of humanity to venture an esser-
>: tion that the Nativity was a new starting

point in the sphere of human liberty and
'.'. material progress. There is but one ques-
.; tion for every individual: "Have I any dis-

tinct • relationship with Him Who out of
Everlasting Lose for me clothed Himself

. with my erring flesh and assumed unto Him-
self the whole of the physical creation?"

DATES CENTURIES AGO
:-i ',' .The custom of celebrating a special day in
; .-;>memory of Christ's nativity is one which

dates from the earliest ages of Christianity.
; From primitive times the Eastern Church
.; solemnised the birthday of Our Blessed Lord

:■:? X on January 6. - Rome, however, with never-
; failing constancy, has always celebrated this

; event on the 25th day of December. Dom
•;.i Swithber Baumer, 0.5.8., is of the opinion

k; 4&at Christmas must have been instituted in
?:Rome; some time after, the year 243.>-v Hippolytes may be cited as one of the
w- earliest authorities in favor of the 25th day

-: of December. He lived in Rome during the
first half of the third century, and must have

v.; had the best opportunities of learning the
primitive tradition of the "Mother and Mis-
tress of all Churches." In a recently dis-

& ;7 covered commentary of his, on the Book of
Daniel, quoted by Mgr. Duchesne, the date

..when Christ was born is set down as the
'■;■;'; 25th of December. A Roman calendar of

the early part of the fourth century also
inscribes the 25th of December as the birth-
day of Christ.;

„ i Pagan Rome also kept the festival on the
25th of December. It was the Nativitas In-

Vv victi (Solis), the birthday of the sun, and
pj the suggestion has been made that this in-
r Influenced the Church in fixing Christmas on

the same day. Be that,as 'it may, one can-
not fail to see a striking parallel between
the,day of the winter solstice, when the sun
is, as it were, born anew, and the old Sol
Justitiae, the sun of justice, who was be-
lieved by the Roman Christians to have risen
for the first time upon the world on that
day.

The feast of Christmas then must be re-
garded as essentially a feast of the Latin
Church. Its institution dates from Rome
about the end, of the third century. From
Rome it found its way into the East.
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27 CARGILL STREET (Just Above Scotland
Street), DUNEDIN. -
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Specialist in French Lingerie and Baby
Linen, Embroidery, and Home Decorations,

with due regard to color schemes. ill
ALL THE LATEST PARISIAN DESIGNS.

BRIDAL TROUSSEAUX A FEATURE.

-rim

Classes, now in course of formation, are held *v
Morning, Afternoon, and Evening.and Evening.

The “INGLIS” >

Boot for Boys

A ;'?■
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For over Sixty Tears

A. & T. Inglis
LIMITED.

Have been well known for boys’ boots.
Of late years supplies of reliable boots
have been limited. We have had diffi-
culty in filling all demands made on
us for this particular brand. We have
now completed contracts which enable
us to offer unlimited numbers of

The “Inglis” Boot for Boys
at Direct-from-the Manufacturer

Prices. -

Size 12, 14/6; 13, 15/-; 1, 15/0;
16/-; 3, 16/6; 4, 17/6; 5, 18/-.

With Heel and Toe Plate.

All Leather Guaranteed.

Save money by having your boots shod
with the “INGLIS” BOOT.
Mention the “N.Z Tablet.”

We pay postage.

To be had only from „ s .
:

The Cash Emporium
GEORGE STREET,

DUNEDIN.

ADVICE TO PARENTS.
We have just received the latest Musical

Novelty“The Canary Songster” con-
sidered to be 'the best and strongest musical

toy ever made for children. Send postal
note for 2/6 and receive this by return post.
—ALLAN YOUNG, Ltd., 17, The Octagon,
Dunedin.

USTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVI-
DENT SOCIETY.

FUNDS, £55,000,000.
THE LARGEST MUTUAL LIFE

OFFICE in the British Empire, and
the Best Bonus-paying Office in the
world.

Full particulars from
H. F. TIBBITS Chief Agent,
A.M.P. Bldgs., Dowling St., Dunedin.
Office ’Phone, 241; Residence, 3496.

VISITORS TO QUEENSTOWN 1
The

MOUNTAINEER HOTEL
now under the direct supervision of

MRS. MCCARTHY ; : Proprietress
Tourists may rely on the best of accommoda-
tion. Tariff moderate. Box 83. 'Phone 7.

Maintained Solely for Your Benefit
A Beauty Salon luxurious in its comforts and
appointments, occupies an entire floor in- our
building. This Salon is unquestionably the
most complete in Australasia. Its sole pur-
pose is to serve you.

. Here you may always
see the latest accepted fashions in hair
pieces, either in Toupee, Transformations,
Switches, adjustments to wear while short
hair is growing long, Pin Curls, etc. Ladies’
own combings made up, to any style. * The
conveniences of this entire floor and the
service of every attendant is at your com-
mand for Permanent Hair Waving, Elec-
trolysis (which removes disfiguring hairs
permanently), Hair and Skin Treatments,
Shingling, Cutting and Singeing, Manicur-
ing, Pedicuring, etc.
Mistral Stain—l9/6, posted to any address.
MRS. ROLLESTON, LTD., v

260 LAMBTON QUAY,

A SUPERB
BEAUTY SALON

WELLINGTON.
’Phone 42-227.

yy.

I NATUREFORMiiIMREFORM Natureform Shoes are made on a special last and are ideal for those who suffer with• Natureform Shoes are made on a special last and are ideal for those who suffer withtheir feet. Price 40/- per pair. Satisfaction or money back. F. MARTIN, Foot Specialist, Moray Place, DIHEbIK ii

Phoenix Thick 'Peel H Paolwd aaij in fib and lib packet*. AU Qrdew. 1 r
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P»ok*d only in fib and 1H» packet*. AU Grocer*.
TH* PHOENIX COMPANY, LIMITED. □ Dunediin
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