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Christmas

\"31 In no other city, perhaps, is Christmus so
\dpecially emphasised as it is in Rome. Just
438 at home, the Christmas shopping mukes

{wself a definite part of the festal time for
days before the feast itself; bhut when the
Vigil of Christmas actually comes, one is apt
to see in Rome the religious aspect of things
rather than their social aspect.

From 3 o’clock on the afterncon of Christ-
mas Eve the shops are closing, and generally
all business is suspended about 6 o’clock. The
cabarets and night dens, which are penerally
beginning business about 10 o'clock in the
evening, apparently do no Dusiness on this
night of nights,

As one hurries through the sireets one
notices the unusual emptiness till  about
11.30, when the people are secn going to one
or other of the mauny miduight Masses that
are being celebrated in the varions parishes.
Those Masses are very remarkable for the
numbers of people who rcceive Holy Com-
munion. Bince the war a new feature has
heen the numher of men whe ra ta Commnn-
ion. However, there is one strikinge feature
that those of us from home miss Christias
after Christmas, namelv, the “Adeste Fide-
les.” I do not know whether or not the sing-
ing of this beautiful bymn a1 (hristmastide
is distinetively Irish. hut | do %now that
nowhere have [ Leard it sunue us part and
parcel of the Christmuas Nieht Muss as I
have heard it in Ireland,

In Bavaria T have heard the lovely strains
of the “Stille Nacht,” and in other conntries
even the “Adeste Iideles'™: hut, excent for
the Bavarian hymn, ne other chant seems
to fill the place of our own “Adeste Ijdeles.”
Certainly, in Rome there is nothing like it.
And in many years’ residence here it is the
one thing that I always seem to miss most
during the Midnight Mass.

However, one is well compensated by the
warm devotion of the crowded congregations
in the various churches.  Sometimnes the
priest who sings tlhe High Mass stays at the
altar and eays his three Masses right througl:,

In almost every such case that I know of
the majority of the congregation remains in
church for the extra two Masses. Of course,
everywhere the singing at the Mass is some-
thing that we seldom hear at home, for the
Scholae Cantorum, as they are called, are
well trained, and are all very keen on their
work.

In the Colleges.

In the colleges the night is a night of long
ecclesiastical ceremonies, hut the Christmas
relaxation comes on the afternoon and even-
ing of Christmas Day, when concerts and
impromptu entertainments of all sorts are
permitted to the students.

Christmas Day is regarded among the Ro-
mans as & day of special augury, and there
-is a popular saying that the babe is specially

I blest who is born on that day, and that he
"will ever protect the nearest seven houses to
the house in which he was born.

in TRome

The whole weck is regurded here as a haoli-
day week, but it has lost something of its
old-time splendor. It is not so many cen-
turies ago since it was known as the Week
of Remission, Lecause it was not ohligatory
to pay debts during the Christmas octave.

But modern commerciualism hag killed that
happy spirit. Even now, however, the holi-
day spirit continues, and all Rome is en fete
up to January 2, when the new vear’s work
seriously begins. The children. however, ran
the feasting bevond the Befapa, as the Feast

of the Epiphany is ealled, and every old Ro-

man student ¢an vividly recall the noises of
the children's horns and bhugles that usher
in the Feast of the Three Wise Men.

— Brooklvn Tablet.

To Convents and Schools
Wa have a number of books in our library
which would be very suitable for school prizes.

These will be supplied at special rates on
application to

THE MANAGER.

VISITORS TO QUEENSTOWN |
— The —

MOUNTAINEER HOTEL
now under the direct supervision of
MRS. McCARTHY Proprietress

Tourists may rely or tho best of accommoda-
tion. Tariff moderate. Box 83. "Phone 7.

Marvie Louise

27 CARGILL STREET (Just Above Scotland
Street), DUNEDIN.
Specialist in French Lingerie and Baby

Linen, Embroidery, and Home Decorations,
with due regard to color schemes.

ALL THE LATEST PPARISIAN DESIGNS.
BRIDAL TROUSSEATUX A FFATURE.

Classes, now in course of formation, are held
Morning, Afternoon, and Evening.

ADVICE TO PARENTS.

We liave just received the latest Musioal
Novelty—“I'be  Canary Songster * - con-
sidered to be the best and strongest musical
toy ever made for children. Send postal
note for 2/6 and receive this by return post.
—ALLAN YOUNG, Ltd., 17, The Octagon,
Dunedin,

NETT
FID., MNG., ¥.8.M.0., LOND.
ENGLISH QUALIFIED OPTIOIAN
HASTINGS (Union Bank Chambers), "

Oa Tuasdays.
NAPIER (upp Masonico Hotel),

“huilding.

A SUPLRB
BEAUTY SALON

— - MarxraNen Soukly ror Your BExerir —
A Beauiv Salon Tuxurious in its comforts and
appoititwents, ocrupies an entire floor in our
Thiv Salen is unquestionably the
most complete 1n Australasia.  Its sole pur-
pose is 1o serve vou. Here you may always
see the Iatest aceepted fashions in  hair
pieces, cither in Toupee, Transformations,
Switches, adjustments to wear while short
hair is growing long, Pin Curls, ete. Ladies’
own combings made up to any style. The
conveniences of - this entire floor and the
service of every attendant is at your com-

mand for Permanent Hair Waving, Eleec-
trolysis  (which removes disficuring hairs

permanently), Hair and 8kin Treatments,
Shingling, Cutting and Singeing, Manicur-
ing, Pedicuring, ete.
Mistral Stain—19/6, posted to any address.
MRS, ROLLESTON. LTD.,
250 LAMBTON QUAY,

WELLINGTON.

"Phone 42227,

NATUREFORM

Natureform Shoes are made on a special last and are ideal for those who suffer with
their feet. Price 40/- per pair. Satisfaction or money back.F. MARTIN, Feet Specialist, Maray Place, CEREDIN.

——

~Phoenix Thick Peel [}

Pucked onty in §lb ard 1B packeta. AR Grocers,
THE PHOENIX GUMPANY, LIMITRD.

] | Dunedin




