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(From om own Correspondent.) '7^-1December 18.
The Catholic schools throughout the city

are to be congratulated on their proficiency
-;■ results. In one and all the same thing has

to be recorded—no failure,; Some of the
. classes, particularly in the cases of the Bro-■ there* schools', Tasman Street and Thermion,

are very large. An outside observer, ac-
quainted with :school work elsewhere, exam-

E' inin8 *be hoiriework exercises of a Brothers’
, pupil, exclaimed in admiration at their con-

‘ tents. The work is carefully, almost meticu-
.- . lously.done. Nor are the convents below this:

standard of excellence. One of the largest
and oldest schools in the city has not had
a failure in the Proficiency examination for

; years. Work done for love always scopes be- .!
: 7cause a blessing is on it. * '

7 The Buckle Street and Dufferin Street
Schools have each held break-up concerts.

. The items;in. each case were excellent, the
children showing careful training; There was
a large attendance of parents and friends inboth instance, and all thoroughly enjoyedthe evening’s entertainment. The school re-•-ports in both cases were most praiseworthy.v - Among those returning from* Europe this

/ week wasMr. Kavanagh. He passed through
|
- Wellington and gave interesting accounts to v

a r his; friends of his travels. 7
Buckle : Street is having its usual Chris .

-i
nlas Tree. :> The Christmas Tree ;brings

; memories .of Father O’Donnell;, who used to
:; delight in giving the children this treat.
| - The Commercial Travellers’ Association pre-■Rented. Rev.: Mother Aubert with a chequefor seventy pounds. - This association is oneof the most charitable of organisations in its-Christmas activities. A deputation of aboutfifteen .- members . were .present in person to
- hand, over the gift to the aged Lady Bounti-ful of the; Poor. ; £ 7 -7/:

i On- the. - 14th r inst. a concert ; was given,
. through'the , instrumentality of Mr. F. 'X.Dickenson, to the patients at the EwartHospital; r: Misses-Eileen and Mollie Kelly
-

and- Jean Coker sang and the latter also"recited. Messrs. W., A. 8., and A. Con-roy rang. . Mr. A. B. Conroy also playedthe cello, and
.

Mr Dickenson the violin, whileMrs. F. X. Dickenson made a very efficient
p accompanist. , The nurses .subsequently veryhospitably entertained the party to supper;at the sa P.® time expressing their apprecia-;tion ■of the concert, '
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, ORDINATION CEREMONY.

'

Meanee holds its ordinations in the mostbeautiful time of the year when the groundsare full of sunshine and flowers. This yearhis Grace. Archbishop Redwood conferred onthree aspirants thedignity of the priest- £

Those ordained were Rev. Father
- 'rn ■•••*,.

(Carterton), Rev. Father Bell
- ffi*nedin and Rev. Father Dynan (NSW, ,The relatives of the newly-ordained priests

; entertained afterwards by the Seminarystaff and in the afternoon Rev, Fatherr a^,s t€d by his two colleagues, gaveBenediction. ; One hundred and six stuntshave received ordination at Meanee, and

over eighty* of
: novitiate" i* setf in pfeaSaflt3t>ltoe«j i-1 1:' '%■vtimlzM&d x*fecaf. .»,. •'

Reefton
(From dar'own Oorreßpimaerit.y - *

,s r ' December 17.
A very successful social -was held in the-

; parish .hall on, Tlmrsday^December 10, to
; celebrate the ppeningnfthe Sacred Heart

? library, when, a pleasantand enjoyable even- *

ing’s amusement provided*, the greaterpart of the - being occupied, in card play-I ing interspersed % musical items, songs be-
ing, rendered by Mrs. Berti, . Misses .Rivers •
and McKenzie*.-: and a pianoforte soloby tMiss M. cCarroll,

- During the evening
' the Rev. Father Ginisty explained the posi- -tion of the newly established library, and

, thanked . the members of the sodality of theSacred Heart- for the generous support they
had accorded him, and stressed the benefit

v of having suitable reading material for the
parishioners. He then called upon Rev, •
Father Herring to declare the. library open.Father Herring congratulated Father Gin-isty and the members of the archconfrater-

. nity . upon their successful undertaking, as it
was due to. their untiring energy that theparish now possessed an up-to-date library, -

and he exhorted all present to avail them-■ selves of the opportunity of obtaining good, ,clean reading - material, as well . as educa-tional. He had much pleasure in declaringthe library, "open.
. Rev., Brother Leonard, of Greymouth, has

been spending a few days in Reefton.

Diocese of Auckland
<..; (From our own Correspondent.)

/- . December 17.On Sunday last, at the Church of OurLady of the Sacred Heart, Epsom, some 40little children received their First Holy.-
:Communion. The Rev?. Father O'Byrjie cele-;
? brated Mass and gave Communion, as well
as instructing the little ones on the import-
ance of the occasion. The children were after-wards entertained to breakfast at the schoolZby the.Sisters of the parish:? In the eveningthe .children attended Benediction '.-/.membersof the first branch of the Children of MarySodality were consecrated; and a processionof.theBlessed Sacrament, in which the faith-'
ful joined, took ■ place in, the: church.

It is pleasing to -announce :thafci>h© Rev.Dr. Buxton has been -appointed administrator :
.of St. Patrick's Cathedral. He received-the '

congratulations of many? friends? The Rev.
'Fatherr Bradley whom he succeeds has been
transferred to take charge of > the Remuera >

parish, as successor to the Rev. Father Doyle,whose health has been so indifferent.
; The representatives of the various1 ■parishesmet at St. . Patrick's presbytery onf thev fOth
inst., to discuss matters in regard to : theforthcoming bazaar. It Was' decided to holda carnival in the Town Hall, during May--June of next year, to be known as the -

Catholic Schools' Queen Carnival. The drive
is to raise funds? to make possible the es-tablishment of two additional Catholic schools'to relieve the congested' state of the present -
accommodation at Vermont Street as well asliquidate lis indebtedness, the whole of the"

■ •„

parishes of Aucklandr-city and
’ heengagedin.thecampaign, SixeancUdutes
• wiUL chosen to compete for- tto honor ojt?

queen.-.
dbynnj and Sacred -Heart parishes willhave
one - representative each; Parnell, Remuerw,,
Epsom, and Onehunga (combined) one/ Do-

: minion Road, Mt.; Albert, and'Avondale (com-
bined) one. An art union will also- be held
in.connection with the carnival, -Already the
matter:- is ;v arousing considerable - interest

*among the;.parishes. ; .The management com-
. mittee consists of;.Archdeacon Holbrook, * Rev.
Dr; Buxton,-and Messrs. R. A. Keenan and
J ; Butler. - 1 :v x' v o'>~-

, t : ..•’. : ./.v ■■..■■ ...'-u.
Last Sunday his Lordship Bishop Geary

blessed and consecrated the new church at
Arapuni, *in thepresence of a large congrega-

. tion. High Mass was celebrated by the Rev.
Father Van Dyk, assisted by Father SpielingW

. (deacon), and Father Alink (subdeaoon), the
■ master . of ceremonies being Father Zanna,
of Pukeatua. . The altar was beautifully de- ■■«corated with flowers generously donated by
Mrs,. Handman. The Bishop preached an eh*
quent sermon, and the choir; which came all'
the way. from Rotorua, ■ sang impressively
under the baton of Mr^Hampson. The sum
of £37 was collected in: the.church, leaving
a debt of v £BO yet to. be liquidated. After
Mass ,85 guests' sat downito a repast in the
Arapuni Hall provided by the social- com-

; mittee. The Bishop received a cordial wel-
; come at the hands of both clergy and’’ laity.The Rev. Father Spiering thanked : all those /
who so generously assisted . the movement^
Warm appreciation was also tendered to
Mr. and Mrs. Darby who donated the section jon which the church |||w^,V*S!i|£V

MATER MISERICORDIAE HOSPITAL
A HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL GARDEN FETE

Glorious weather prevailed for. the garden '

fete arranged in connection with the silver
jubilee celebrations of the Mater Miseri- :

cordiae Hospital. The function
'

was heldin the grounds of “Kiwi”, the residence* ad-
joining the hospital that was acquired .from
the Dignan estate to provide additional hos-
pital accommodation.

Magnificent support was .accorded the 1
Sisters by all classes of the.community, andwthe-crowded attendance bore eloquent, testi- ’.
mony to the popularity of the institution and ■the success of the function. From tfce com-
mencement of the fete to its close th -grounds
were packed, and , a large portion- of theresidence was set apart, for stalls of everydescription, controlled by a band ;of energeticworkers who attracted and executed pheno-menal business throughout the day.; As afurther means of interesting the guests, thegirls from the various convents provided
very exciting basket-ball contests, and Walter :
Smith’s jazz band, in conjunction with St.

-

Mary s orchestra, enlivened the proceedingsby many appropriate musical selections. Thefunction, in every way was a great-success,
: and it .is most gratifying to announce thlta •<•. •. vannbunoelthatthe handsome sum of £IOOO was raised Hr 1the object”. J

-
1° opening the fete and introducingWilliam Wallace, chairman of the Auckland i

Hospital Board, his Lordship, Dr. Listonstated that in the 25 years of its existence
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