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Him the fresh, pure young lheart He had
given her, in a love which few even of the
great saints surpassed. Father Carr explaius
what love ineans, and how different it is from
the distortion of its beauty which goes by
the same name in current literature. True
love is selfless, while the love the world knows
seeks only self. Teresa's life was a conerete
example of what genuine love for Christ
ought to be.

Sometimes we say that this young French
girl got to heaven very casily, sheltered in
as she was by her convent cloister. But the
heights of love to which she attained were
not easy, and it was they that made her a
saint.  Remd this charming study quietly and
you will understand ‘““The Tittle Flower”
better than ever,
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS

SAcERDOS.—(1) A person is not bound to use a
privilege unless, per accidens, for some cx-
trinsic reason. Tor instance, he might be
bound by charily or for the sake of the
common good.

(2) An act of Faith is necessary for all who
have ‘come to the use of reason. For all
such the minimum is belief ip God, our
Creator and Remunerator. It jg prahable
2lso that belief in the mysteries of the
Trinity and the Incarnation is 1eCessary.

(3 A person who is ignorant of these
truths which are necessary to be helieved,
necessitate medii, cannot be absolved either
lawfully or validly. A person ignorant of
the Mysteries of the Trinity aud Inecarna-
tion may not be abselved lawfully except
in case of necessity,

Reaper.—Tt is not a sacrilege to use for pro-
fane purposes holy water or blessed candles,
A sacrilege is the abuse of & sacred thing,
but sacred must he taken in a restricted
sense, as defining something dedicated to
divine worship by public ceremony, or by
divine or ecclesiastical institution, or hy
the authority of the Church. A simple
blessing does not make n thing sacred in
this sense.

H.C.—Vain observation is a form of super-
stition. It consists in using means, which
have no proportion with the effect in-
tended, to obtain certain effects. It is
very common. Some of ity forms are:
wearing charms to avoid diseases or io
hring luck; refusing to sie at table with
twelve others; having reconrse to spells
and superstitious formy of prayer to oh-
tain eures of animals or to stop bleeding.
Superstition of this kind may very easily
creep into devotions, e.g. carrying certain
prayers to St. Bripit and attributing to
the custom infallible results; also to attach
too much importanee and to expect cer-
tain results from the nmumber of prayers
said, or from the time when they are said.

Ivquirer.—The Statute of Limitations does
not extinguish the obligation in conscience
to pay a debt. [t is a legal device which
has its uses. The old iheory about nsury
does not apply strietly in modern times.
Hence it is lawful to seek a reasonable
interest on money lent, because money is
now productive itself.

Ceur.—There might be several answers to
your question. America is probebly the
mest Catholic country in the world if we
take the total number of Catholics there,
north and south. For one State, Italy
has the largest Catholic population. But
if you want to know what people are the
most Catholic we should say the Irish, for
in Ireland it is rare that a Catholic misses
Mass or fails to go to the Sacraments.
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Statistics that Every Catholic Should
Study

FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
WELLINGTON CATHOLIC EDUCATION
BOARD.

Catholies should know what the State
svstem of education in New Zeaalnd costs,
and the quota they ure contributing towards
its upkeep.

It is true that the puyment is not made
direct and, consequently, some pecple are in-
clined to overlook the fact that they are sup-
porting the State system. Through taxa-
tion on the uccessaries of life, each man,
woman, and child in the Dominion is con-
tributing the sum of £2 125 8d per annun.
In addition to this, Catholicy are supporting,
at considerable sacrifice and cost, their own
system of education, because they ecannot
conscientiously avail themselves of the God-
less system which they are unjustly compelled
to support financially.

The following figures are extracted from
the annual report of the Government Educa-
tion Department (E. 1} presented to Par-
liament during the past Session. As primary
education is the present concern of this hoard,
we will quote figures referring to State pri-
mary education. The cost of educating a
child in the State primary schools works out
at £11 8s per pupil per anoum. This is
ascertained by dividing the number of chil-
dren, 213,290, attending the State primary
schools into the amount expended, £2,432,880,

The number of children attending regis-
tered Catholic primary schools is recorded
in the same report as 20,598. If this number
is multiplied by the cost of educating a
child in the State primary schools (£11 B8s)
it will be found that the amount totals
£234,817. This sum represents the amount
which the State would be required to pay
it the number of children attending Catholic

- schools were taupht in Siate schools; or this

amaunt represents what Catholics are saving
the Government through providing their own
system of Christian education. The Catholic
population is estimated at 164,133, and the
cost per head per annum for primary educa-
tion is £1 155 3d. If these figures are mul-
tiplied, the result, £289,283, gives the
amount which Catholics are compelled to con-
tribute, through taxation, to the State pri-
mary system of education. If the cost per
head for both State primary and secondary
education, £2 12s 94, is taken into considera.
tion, Catholics are contributing the enormous
sum of £432,909 to a system from which they
tereive practically nothing in return.
Summazrised, the position i3 as follows: —

1. Cost of BState primary education
£2,492 880 per annum.

2, Number of children attending State
primary schools, 213,290,

3. Cost of educating a child in the State
primary schools, £11 8s.

4. Number of children attending Catholie
primary schools, 20,598,

5. The Catholics of New Zealznd save the
Government, on primary education alone, the
sum of £234 817,

6. The amount contributed by Catholics
through taxation to State primary education,
£289,283—this in addition to saving the
Government the amount mentioned in (5.)
£234,817. '

7. The Catholi¢ population of New Zealand
is, according to the 1921 Census, 164,138,

8. Cost per head of the population per
annum for State primary education, £1 153
3d. )

9. Cost per head of the population for edu-
cation in all its branches, £2 195 9d.

10. The amount contributed by Catholics to
the total cost of State education, including
all Dbranches, at £2 12s 9d. per head,
£432,000.

11. If the Government allowed Catholics
the sum of £11 8s per annum for each ehild
educated in Catholic primary schools—£234.
817—there would still be left in the Treasury
of the amount contributed by Catholics tae
sam of £198,092. .

12. Number of teachers engaged in Cath-
olic schools—Nuns, 581 ; Brothers, 48-—Tgtal,
629,

13. Number of Cathelic schools, 187.

4. Average of salary of State school
teachers, £276 per annum. )

15. Amount of salaries which the Govern-
nient would be required to pay the Nuns and

Brothers if they were State employees,
£174,604.
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Few take care to live well, but many to
live long, thgugh it 1s in every man's power
to do the former, but in no man’s power
to do the latter.

Ernest Sommerville
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