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What Massolini Has Done

Readers of that interesting book, The Tady
Next Door, will remember how Harold Begbie
exploded the legend of the superiority of
Belfast, so long maintained by the British
press. He told the naked truth about the
ugliness of Ulster wherever it was Orange,
and he parl a long overdue iribute to the
calumniated Catholics for whont British Fair
Play had ue fairness. Now, al a time when
Mussolmt’s activities in ridding Ttaly of pests
of all kinds, incinding Masons ,ure stimulat-
ing our old friewds, the calumnialors  of
Catholic [reland, 1o defame the talian Puce,
Haroll Beghic once more protests in the
name of truth, and tells Knglish readers that
he Las scen for himself how much Ttaly has
improved aud how far cleaner her cities are
than those of England, as a result of the
Facist leader’'s efforts on Thehalf of his
country. Not only is there less indiention
of vice in the streets, but there is a serious-
ness and sense of patriotism among the peo-
ple whieh it would he well for Tngland (o
imitate, ©

Some Reforms

Besides the institution of the Governorate
of Rome, and the Podesta in communes
having less than 5000 inhabitants, there will
be ten Rectors, each charged with the task
of supervising, under the Governor, a special
department., An Advisery Commitiee will be
composed of representatives of professi-ral
orders and trade corporations.
ber eighty, and its members shall he
pointed by the Crown. The Padesti will he
nominated by the Prefects of the Proviuce in
which the commune Jjes.

It will nun-

an-

He will he assista]
hy a council aualagous io that atlvisme the
Governar.  The members of the conneil shall
be nominated by the Prefeet from g list of
names sent in by the trade or profession tu
be represented. A reform of he Senste,
wherely uliimately it shall hecome a Tlouse
of Faculties, mainly elocted by trade
porations and oprofessional orders. N Can-
templated.  Parliamentary pracedoro, it e
snggested, should he altered as follows,  Biils,
after passing through the new department
vnder the Premier for expert anpraval hy
the Cualinet, would he diseussed in deiail
by committess of the Senate and Chamber.
after which one single general discussion and
vote would take nlace in each House. Dills
reiected would not necessitate the resigrig-
tion of the Cubinct, this only becoming in-
evitable {excent for new clections) shonld an
exnlicit vote of no contidence he given hy
both Houses. Representation of carporations
and professions will be introduced probahly
in place of the present svstem for loend gov-
ernment purneses i communes with
5000 inhabitants,

Lnergetic measures have heen tuken by
the Government and the Fascist Directary
as a sequel to the Klorence distirbances. The
local Faseist Directery at Florence has heen
dissolved, and -Geuweral Ballo hins been ap-
pointed with full powers to rearganise local
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organisation and purge it of unruly members.
The Prefect of Florence has been retired be-
cause he failed to keep order, A Siennese
Fascist Legion has been broken up.

In Rome, where following the Florence
disturbances a Fascist band invaded the
headquarters of the Grand Orient, wrecking
the furniture, the seeretary of the Romam
Faseist organisation has been dismissed.

These measures have been fovorably re-
ceived by the Opposition press as an earnest
of the Govermment's firm desire to SUppress
vielonee and enforee discipline in (he Fascist
vanls,

A “ Garrison "' Plot

Tt has heen stated by Mr. Kevin O’Higgins
that persons in Dublin have formed a secret
organisation for the purpose of combating
anti-British trade tendencies in the Trish
Free State, and that an ox-officer, whe was
cavvassing, diselosed the fuct that they were
lirst going to concentrate on the new Shan-
non Hydro-Tleclrie Scheme, 1t goes without
saving that Ewgland did not enjoy haviug
Germans ealled over to Lreland o do work
whiclt the British firms were ineapable of
doing, and it is only natural that the agents
i Ireland should be inspired to hinder the
progress of the scheme. This, together with
the apparent duplicity connected with the
Boundary Commission, is not likely to pro-
mate better relations between England and
Ireland, and of course it will all strengthen
the hands of the extreme Republicans and
give them useful material for propaganda.
The Weeldy Tvish News vevorts that in the
cenrse of a recent speeeh at Waterford, Mr.
O'Higgins, Minister for Justice, referring
to the Shannon dispute, said he did ot
share the view that the rate offered by the
contractors was unreasonable, and he dis-
closed the fact 1liat persons in Dublin have
within the last month been ecanvassed to
jein or subseribe to a seerel orgawmsation “to
cambat certain anti-British trade tendencies”
in the Free State.  The agent, an ex-officer,
saifl they were concentrating on the Shannon
scheme, which they hoped to render abor-
tive, after which they would “find further
fields for useful enedavor.”  Mr. (YHigginsg
denied that there were any anti-British ten-
dencies.  Other countries have lbeen free to
make offers which were advantageous.  No
rival proposals came from Britain., There
was ne sentimentalisme in it. It was not de-
velonment by Frenel, Germans, Belgians ,or
Americans  that was objected to, but de-
veleoment would continue despite any foree,
secret or open.  ““Enterprise and develop-
ment are in the air,” he said"in conclusion,
“We have passed out from the ravine, The
reople inow that they own their country and
can make what they will of it. No amount

of cant ahout midwight treaties can alter
that.”

Mr. MacDonald an Lord Birkenhead

At Liverpool, recently, Mr. MacDonald
made a few caustic remarks concerning cer-
tain literary  activities and, although e

mentioned no names, nobody needed telling
that he referred to Lord Birkenhead ., The
speaker said he had ‘“‘missed several press
opportunities,” meaning that he had ne-
fused to write well-paid articles for certain
papers:—

“He thonght the whole idea of selling one’s _

name, and it was nothing else, was absolutely
detestable. If you ctn write nonsense, super-
fieial, vommonpiace, stuff without style or
distinetion, vmd Fust put your anme to i,
and if yon happen to e the Chief Haug-
man of your gencration, vou get L1000 an
article for it; whereas iF vou were a poor
journalist you would nol et o eniner.”
The Frish Weekly News, commenting on
this. remarked that the Farl of Birkenhead
Is not, of course, “the Chief Hangman of
his generation’; hut he was the head of tho
Fuglish legal system. He wrote reams of
“superficial, commonplace stuff without style
or distinction’; Mr. MacPonald spoke by
the book, no donli, when he said that the
“Contribntions™  thus  characterised  were
paid for at the woodly rate of £1000 an
article.  But ‘the pooer jouwrnalist,” even in
his poverty, wonld not put his name to the
‘pat-boilers™ published over the signatures
of Lord Birkenliead and other wmore or less
eminent cuckoos of the newspapers in Eng-
land. Tt was {ime that someone who will
be listened to spoke frankly about the kind
of “enterprise” favored by the new class of
press “Napoleons’”” in Great Britain; and
Alr. MacDonald knew his snbject, as he has
always been, and is, a working journalist,

The Belgian Bishops and Socialism

The (*atholies and Socialists eame to a com-
promise upon which the present administra-
tionr of Belgtum is based. The Bishops, while
recogitising this, condemn Socialism because
of its doctrines, many of which are opposed
to the Gospel and to the teachings of the
Chureh on the dignity of the soul and the
dignity of Christian men and Wwomen, on
the essential laws of the conjugal life, and
on the respect due io universal justice, and
to the fraternity of peoples. 'They explain
that the compromise does not change the
respective programmes of the parties or
effect their doctrines, but has leen arrived
at as a basis of administration. Hence a
prudent, confidence in those who have agreed
to govern the country is not to be confounded
with a compromise of doctrines. In conclu-
sion, they say:—

“Never has Catholic organisation of social
action appeared so necessary as at the pre-
sent hour.

““Socialism has aided and may still aid in
redressing certain abuses against which we
protest with the same energy and at least
with as much sineerity nas its partisans do,
but it is not eapable of placing social erder
upon a solid basis,

The Real Remedy.

“What is wanted is respect for all rights
—for the rights of labor and for those of

capital as well, the harmonisation of a]}.“
rights in professional organisations SuUppor- .

ted hy law, the substitution of the reality
of nature for the individualistic dreams, and

“E_lite" Shoe Store

OLD SHOF. COMFORT IN NEW SHQES.
tion in N.V'.—And the prices suit all. ’hone 1105 84 DEVON ST

There’s no better selec-

New Plymo;ith

— et ]

A



