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MESSAGE OF POPE LEOQ X1l TO THE
“N.Z. TABLET.”

Pergant Directores of Seriptores New Zea-
land Tablet, Apostolica Benedictione eonfor-
tatt, Religionis et Justitice causam promo-
vere per ving Veritatis et Pocts,

LEO XIIT, P.A.

Die ; Aprilis, 1900,

Transrarion.—Tortified by the Apostolie
Blessing, let the Directurs and Writers of
the New Zealond Tablet continue to pro-
mote the cause of Relivion and Justice by
the ways of Truth and Peace.

LEO XHI, Pope.

April 4, 1900,
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FREEMASONRY
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Tow romrhs

the Cotholies olffietaas o 1his

soerel socicly mey Lo appesite. The pro-

paganda s poriale wore s idiens
ithan ever. 11 gt b vl aur
own countey. we Faow or tno Lnobishospeale

ing

to-day

nat renched

walions b ownel o recent vesrs al-
tempts are hemme vuade Goinduce Catliolies ta
join the fodies. Ao we
sently, there s ne guestion abont
Cathelic avtitude. The Chureh has for-
bidden Ler ehitdren to hecome FFrecmasons,
and there is no oxception. A Catholic who
has ziven his e fo o Lodge eannot wo
fo the Sacraments,

the pale,

shall explain pre-
the

fie s simply outside

- - »

1f persons Tn high places set the fashion
for non-Cathalics, 1t is well 1o remember that
King George is not a Masan, and that King
Tdward cut off Muxenic  associations
when lie eame to the Throne,  Non-Cutholieg
who onchy to kpow what they Loe talkmg
about ngree with us i Lholdng that no mem-
Ler of any soerel socicty ougbt Lo be allowed
to hold o puhlic positinn.
who had

ili\‘

Professor R(_)hisml,
attended puoe meciings of  the
Lodges in Belginom, Germany, and France,
came to the conchision thot —not enly are
secret socictiox dangerons, hut all societies
Thie whole his-
tory of man = prool el this position. In
ne age or couniry has thore ever appeared

whose objeet i mivetorious.

a mysterious assacinblion which did not he-
come . public nuisanee.”  Franee supplies
a proof of his words. We all know how the

seandal of the fiehés (ludex slips) was ox-
poscd there twenty vears ago, and the world
fearned that the whole Wil
mvalved in a network of esplonage organised
by the Freomasons,  Officers who were troe
to theiv relion or whe sent their children

Frewcllh arviny

to Catholie schools, were mdexed and duly
vietimised by this “harmless™ society. Tn
the cditorial to which we have referred, our
local editar had, of course, o word teo sav
ahont Mussolint, who u addition te saving
Lialy [rom Balshevism saved it from
Bot long hefore Mussolim’s {ime
events had come to light to show thag the

Free-
HEISONS,

Lodyues were vondermivning  the arnnmy aud
sy it to supply jobs Tor their friemds,

Massolint was hardly heard of in 1913, when
General Spingardic the Minister for War,
declared war on the
their banelul inflnence on
At that the
was applinded by the Ttalion press, and i

I'recinasens heeause of
hoth army and
vy, {inwe Minister's acfion
was opendy pointed out thal there mnat Lo

o conflicp hetween  Masonie princinles and
The  presenl

ment has only done effertively what was then

mititary discipline, Gover-
Bogun:and its beginninge and completion were

vndertaken for the safety of the country,

in cther coundries of Furepe a similar siafe
of thines has existed. and there i no need
to produce pronls thai Portucal was hroushi

to 1ls present phight by the saome nnder-
graund forees. 11 woe are told that British

pnd \werican Freemasons are guite different
fremn dhe Continental brand, we onpht Lo
vomether that Knglishospoaking Masons wlo
aucht o koow well ns anoler story, B,
i the Churel
to features ol the socieiy which are
certaindy found evervwhere, She objeets to
inculeating {heis
and ndiffercntism, from which Towically fol-
lovs rejection of the divine claims of Chris-
the
atms gt methods, wherehy the lower mem-

N any eaxe, the obiections of
HESTHIAS

Frocmasonry  as o sect

tiniiy s she condemns the secreexy of

bers are obliged (o support what js hidden
Mram them, amd possibly niay he evil: <he
cannaol the Lhiy
eatlic and she recounises
the solidarity between Tonglish-wpeaking Ma-
sons and the netarious Continental Todmes,
For these reasons, anvy one of which wonlkl
saffice, the Chureh forbids (atholies 1o be-
vome Masons under pain of exeommunien-
tion.  The prohibition is absolute, and it is
clear principles. TF we are
asked. as we have heen, if a Catholic may
he o Freemasen, there # hut one answer:
a catezorieal NO!

sitnetion confirmation of

pesitton by an

foundedd on

- - -
Arccordine 1o an Indian newspaper,  the
Anghean Bishop of Caleutta, preaching at
the Annual Masonic Service, dewicd  that
Freomusonry s a veligien. A standard work
of  Freemasonre hy Churchward, however,
asserts emphatieally that it is “the old time
religion of the world. without dogmas or
seets. Masonrey uplolds helief in God as
the architect of the universe. and asserds
that this limited belief is suffieient. in this
manwer opnosing  all  religions seeis and
By way of comment on the ques-
tion we quote Father Hull, in the Bombay
Erominer: —-
“But in allowing thal Freewmasonry is not

creeds.”

sectarian, at Jeast we must maintain that it
15 anti-Christian. For according to the
fundmmenial doctvines of Chiristianity, Christ
is the one Saviour of the world, and belief
i Iis redemptive oflice is the one sole basis
of salvation. To deny this dectrine of Chris-
thanity s to repudiate Christinnity itself,
ad to offer 1o mankind o religion which
cliims fo salisfy all man’s requirements with-
oul Christinnity,

“The which ¥reemasoury
admits Christians to menhership, withont re-
yuiring them o repudiate their faith, cloaks
over the disguises. buil does not efface  its
constitntionatly anti-Christian character.

“When a Christian joins the Freemasons
he dues not necessarily give up his own belief
in Chretinnity, Bul by enrolling himself in
holds  the  anti-Christian
prineiple that Christinnity is not necessary,
e s distinetly disloval o Christianity.

“To take an analosy,

foleranee with

a0 socieby which

No Fuglishman whe
helivved in the anthority of the king would
Joina Socialisiie sceicty whieh denied the
anthority of the king,  For sucly a society
by ils very nalure an enemy io the king,
and s a breael of Tovaliy fo oive eounten-
ance or pafronaoe (o gt

Tir the same way
1 Christian,

believing us he does in the
divine charavter af Chiristaniiy, and in the
necessite o being o Chreistian, can without
dislovalts join ar patronise a societv that
a relipion whieh s com-
plefesenhont Christianiiy, and repudintes the
divine characlor of Christianity. and denies
the necessdin of Leing o Christinn. Bot such
dislovally s o sin geainst religion : and for
thiz veason the Church rondemns 5t

SThs matior i woll ilusirated as follows -

A coriespandent, COnee a Mason. in o
lotier 1o ihe Clourel Taes, tells 1ho following
stora - -C Many vears aeo when T helonged to
o Lodoe! wave (e w riter, ‘T wns at =
Masorniec hunanet when {he chaplain ended
the orace with the “throngh Jesus
Christ One Lord . For 1his madvertenee (1)
heowas sierndy taken (o 1ack by (he Worship-
Pl Masier, That was the time when wo
were fichifing {he batile jeainst midenomina-
tional veligion, and T nerceived, as T ostill
nuiintain, that o Cothel 7

professes 1o offer

words

i could not eonsig-
fently associale himself with a system which
prifesses n oreligion thag forlvids mention of
the Name that ic above every name, So 1
al anee resigned myv membershin of the Clraft,
an:dl the chanlain alio resivned. The hrethren
solemuly relniked me For plainly staling 1o
the WAL Ahe roason of my  withdrawal,’
Stiel an ineident as this js further testi-
mony o the wisdom of the Chureh's prohi-
bition  nmainst Calholies

1

joining  Free-

nasonry.”
—_—

T must strive with all mv heart. {o aver-
eotne—hut i T den't sueceed. not petulance,
hot anger. not hilterness, bhut contrition,
bramilite. and  eanrace.-- Father

) Dipgnam,
ST

IRISH COMPETITIONS
The date for the Trish History Competi-
tions is December 15, Please send in appli-
cations for examination papers immedintely.
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