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godless State Schools are primarily respons-
M ible. Men of this type are the worst cnemics
Current Toplcs ; of Labor, and to repudiato them as M.
McDonald did 1s simple wisdom and commun
The Ricken Wicha But, beneath all the political changes, as sonse.  Thae torrors of Russia are too nesr
Ay DIUI.I\JP ELS

visnes
—that every L'nthnfi(' ~elinol 10 the diocese
of Danedin shall enter
Tablet Trish  Hiztory Competitions.
date is hereby tixed for Tuesday, December
15, If that date be Tor aey sufficient reason
inconvenient, the examivation way he held
o the next switahle efay.

Zeealand
The

for the New

The papers are
not to e opened until tmmediaiely befors
the begiuming of the vx:m:ina{iml. it 1=
nsual to invite the local pricst 1o attend as
supervisar or to detegate somehody to Top-
resent him.  The periad is from the death
of Hugh O’Neill to the TUnion.

Irish History

We regard these annual examinaiions as of
great importance, and although this year
citenmstances wmake it dificult for us to
conduct them, we feel that we should be
Ineking in our duty if we leé them ro by
defaule.  The story of I[reland most
of us, the storv of our Waith. The period
appointed for 1925 deals largely with the
lieroic men and wonen who kent the sacred
iamp burning in Treland, in spite of dungeon,
fire, and sword. Childron reading of their
sufferings wili come $o understand what that
Faith must mean which was worth so much
to our ancestors. They save up everything
they had in this w orld, alien even life iiself,
rather than be false to the Taith of St
Patrick. Their schioels were bhurned down ;
their churches sacked: {heir
teachers huntod like wolves: nnd the most
diabolical code of laws ever invented by the
perverted ingenuity of man wus framed to
compel them to apostotize,
quered the Gates of 1ell: and they kept
the Taith. Teading even at this distance
of time and plice of what they did and how
they endured, we will surely o moved to
imitate thew ir their love for our hnly ye-
ligion, and we will come to understand why
it was that Arvchbichop Treland exelaimed -
“T hald no man e equsl whe doe
sess as T do the Catholice 1Taith. "

is, far

pricsts  and

But they con-

s not pos-

The Danger of Apathy

No not sax that 21 (his is past history
and that it does nof el concern us,
things concern us more it fantely ;
1= for its nresent that
study of that glovions past
be tempted o believe that he suhjeet s
ot important eneush to devate
tivie to it. & s nupariant,
Faith is imporiant: awd teacher non
Catholic would  pretend  that time
Tiven to anvthing connecied with the Traith
iv wasted. It mav invelve ne small sacrifice ;

but what iy aur sacrifies to the toriments en-
dured for long years !

by those who handed
the Faith down to ns, puve wul undefiled ?

Again, thero is ot the present time, in many
countries, a tendvnr‘ fo lose mmrett in Ire-
Iand. In Amerien it is very nnhr-oahle. and
we helieve it is the same hore amd 1o Aus-
tralia. But do not cenfonnd Trish politics
with Trish History., The pros and cons of
the present situation over there are hut n
passing shadow, and perhops there is justifi-
cation for not taking deep interest in them,

Fow
and it
we urge the
-
Feaehers may
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just as the
no
scehanl

an immovable background for the scenes that
take place from day to day. is the magnificent
and inspiring record of how the paople of
lreland kept the Faith. In that we must
1ot lose interest. No Catholic worthy of the
namo, descended from Irish ancestors, can
afford to forget the sufferings of the past.
And it 3s common experience that the men
and wognen of to-day ave good or bad Cath-
olics in just the same ratio as they are proud
of what their forefathers did in those ages
of their grand refusal to hecome turncoats.
Hence, we keep the competitions going, year
by year; and we urge teachers to co-operate
with us in this important nndertaking,

The Rites of the Pedestrian

Before indignant readers rush to assore us
that we are spelling the word wromy, we heg
to inform them that they do not know what
they  are  thinkine talking  abont.
Pedestrians have no righls nowadavs, In
fact they are in imminent danger ol heing
exterminated as a nuisance to motor drivers,
male, female, infantiie’or paralytic, Henee,
to speak of their rites or obsequies is much
more becoming than fo waste time disenssing
what is but a tradition. Tlaving been once
run down by a ear without a lizht, we are
(almost by a miracle) in a position to speak.
And we say we fully endorse the recent edi-
terial protest of the Dunedin Erening Star
against the insolence of mctor persons.  In
Paris things are deue without any attempt
at pretence. Furions chanflfeurs chase vou
altmost up a tree: and speedsters on motor
hieveles all but pursne you npstairs and
into bed. Yon know they are ont for hloed
and sou are on your deflence, but here it 15
still & fietion that the pedestrian has a square
deal, and that he mav proceed 1o eress a
street provided that there i« 1o ¢ar within
at least ten miles of him,
the problem of rites:
that whenever
trian

or

To eome back to
1t onrht to he enac'oe?d
a driver runs down a pedes-
the nearest hve chanffeurs should he
lianged. andd quartered. One of these
days, il smnothing is not done v public anth-
ority, the public will he compelled to exert
private authority with 1

drawn,

pachine guns.

Mr. McBenald Draws the Line

Tn a recent mecting held at Liveroes),
Ramsay MeDonald came to close quariers
with the Bolshevist or Communist elements
of the British Labor Purty, While profoss-
ing his adherence to Socialism, he mals it
cloar that hie did not stand for anarchy and
violence and he warned the extreme sections
of Lubor that the British Labor Party was
not the place for tlhem. In taking thiz
stand he had the vast majority of the workers
hehind him: and it is proballe that nothing
he has done previously has heen so helpinl
{o his Party, New Zealand as well as Mine-
land has its Commnsunists and  Bolshevists,
whose writings and wer:ls are suflicient proof
ter the man-in-the-xtreet that they are nob to
he trasted. At election times the enemiss
of Tahor ave onlv teo ready to seize on the
wild  ravings of would-he Lenins and 1o
bring hefore the thoughtful public the hlas-
phemies of persons for whose ignorance the

us it pothb of time to bhe forgotten, and i
i this and many other countries there ‘s a
small seclion of violent people who want to
ntrodiee Russian conditions, a sharp Hyies
of division ought io he drawn between 1lem
and the ordinary workers who are the wost
conservalive and law-ahiding of men. “Whag
imjury 1s done to the Parly by the Loetics
and gestures of its extreme fringe may ho
eaugred from the fact that it is common
knowledge that no inconsiderable number
of workers vote against their own candidates.

The Irish Bishops en Dancing

The irisht Hierarchy, at their recent meet-
ing in Maynootl, have warned their flocks
of the dangers to body and soul with which
madern dances and the evils associated with
them are fraught:——

“Danecing halls, more especially—in  the
general uneontrol of late years—have deplor-
ably aggravated the ruin of virtue due to
ordinary  human weakness, They  have
brought many a gond and innocent girl into
sin, shame, and scandal, and set the unwary
feet on the road that leads to perdition.”

They peint ont that when frivolous people
and carcless parents are found in combina-
tion, the agenis of the devil will do the rest
when there are uncentrolled dances. These
may lower or destroy tlie moral tone of a
whele community, and aetion must be taken
wlrile the character of the peopls is still

sound. They have no condemnation for legi-
timate mnusement, but, as pastors of the
people, they are hound to speak azainst the

dangerons oeeasions of sin, such as certain
dances undenhtedly have hcromo They also
refer to the modern hahit of bringing drink
to dances, and te the desceration of the
Lord’s Day which often follows. They ex-
hort all concerned to see that daneing is held
under proper supervision, given up at an
early honr, and preference ought to be given
to the old Trish dances which have so much
more 1o commend them than the imported
abominations. “Tt is no small commenda-
tion of Trish dances that they cannot be
rarried on for long hours. That, however,
is not their chief merit. and, while it is ne
part of onr businese to cnndemn any decent
dance, Trish dances are not to bo put out
of the place that is their due in any edula-
tional establishment under our care. They
may not he the fashion in London or Paris.
They should be the fashicn in Ireland . Irish
dances de not make demencrates.”

What the Bishops of Treland have to say
ahout these dangers m)pll("; still more foreibly
in New Zealand.  Some vears ago an ex-
perienced  Catholic layman, whom dnty
hrought to a ball in one of ovr cities in this
Dominion, told us that tho dances he saw
were snuch that he could not understand how
a decent mother wonld permit a daughter to
he present.

The Ulster Boundary

The eables are full of the news of troubl
over the Ulster Boundary. Mr. VI'w\TeR
has resigned.  President Cosgrave has pro—
tested that undue influcnce has  been
brought to bear on the Commiission. There
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