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residdent priests in Otago and churches

y
}

caress of the new era is wmanifest,

Wepnesoay, Decemser 2, 1925

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

21

attended when opportunity offered.  Durivg
the long intervals when no priest was avail.
abla, it hecame customary for many church
on Sundays

aloud the pravers for Mass while those pre-
ent joined in spirit with the more for-
ill!lﬁte gatherings of Catholics elsewhere who
were hearing Masy wt that hour. At cerfain
seasons stich asx Lent, Bishop Viard would
seil down a pastoral letter which my father
would at the first opportunity read to the
Faithful of the district. Oue such document,
hand engrossed in fiue copperplate wriling,
was destroyed among my ather papers. 1%
was expressly devoted {o the subject of de-

votion o the Blessed Viegin, o F owell re-
membere heing impressed when rveading i,

with the strong piely and zeat nnderlying
s cloquent langage and eariiosl
hortations to all the fwithful never to forget
the duty of prayer {o the Mother of God.
Among other pavers which were destroyed
was the original subscription st the
purchase of the site St Joseph's
Churely in Duncdin. 1 cannot recall all the
names wpon the list, but thosw o Messrs,
N, JJ. 8. MeGresor, U, Burke, father,
and others occupicd a praminent place upon
it.

This short sketch
almost forgotien

s ox-

for

ol old

wy

of sume ineidenis of an
time will 1T hope
proved of interest to vou.

The finding of pold in 1861 at Gabriel's
Gully soon changed the whole position of the
ariginal settlement of (Mago.  From that
time on, noew conditions arose and the large
influx of a mixed population gave a general
fithp to churel matlers,

have

Soon  there were
were
huilt to accommaodate the increased number
of Catholice.  The progress of the Church
since then las been marvellous. The pro-
pens have written of the work of Tathers
Ecuver, Williams, Marvtin, Belliard, Morean
aud  ather pood and  faithiul  old-time
Haborers in the vinevard,™

Mr. Poppelwell coneluded amidst loud and
prolonged applause.  Very Rev. TFather
O'Donnell then leld the interest of those
present with an explanation of several L

morons incidents he had met with in the
carlier davs of the Churel.
Mro W Metioldrick woved a hearty vote

of ihanks (which wax eavried by acelamation)
Lo Mr.

Poppelwell
i

e very fine addeess
wive wilth the

Mr. inoreply, said it the ad-
dress had et with the approval of those
present tran salisfied, Hes
stated it bhad heen a great pleasure 1o de-
liver it and he wonld always be willing to
do what he could for the Turtherance of the
Gore Cathelie Choh. "

Tho elinirman
Poppelwell,

vontectio luh,

Poppelsel,

I was mare

then  congratulated  Mr.
the leeture was worthy
of the man and also that those of the con-
gregalion who were nol present could not
realise ithe treat they had missed.

A few songs and recilations contributed
by the afore-mentioned persons bronght the

siatimg

and abler .

The deas of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle may be “‘above
the average in intelligence,”” as the Times of
fndia huat ihe acceunt he has
becn giving that paper of his apostasy shows
nevertheless a greater familiarity with the
Protestant legends ahout the Church than
with the essential doctrines of the Faith he
abandoned (comzments the Bombay Kraminer).
Assuredly he was never taught at Stony-
hurst, “that the Creator of all things wus
coinpelled 1o make a blood sacrifice of His
own intecent Son in order to neatralise Lhat
mysterions curse’—original s, God, Who
alone is  offended as such, could
obviously have pardoned the offence witheut
requiring any reparation at all.  In fact, He
did nat choose this way, and sacrifice and
silfering hecame the conditions of Salvation

-the sacribice and suffering of Jesus Christ

HEB IR llS,

hy sin

i the first place, and after Him to a
preater or less degree of all His followers.

Tho presence of sacrifice and of suffering in
the world are plain faels enough, The
Chrigtian dectrine of the Rodemption gives
them meaning and dignily,  Sir  Arthur
would deprive the world's sufferers of this
consolation, but we' lhave vet to learn what
comfort he offers them in its place.

A question one would naturally like io
nut {o one who has abandoned the Ifaith for
another helief s, “Whai lLuve vou gained?
What are these great new fruths you have
learned 2 Invariably, the answer is either
a garbled version of some truth already to
be found Christianity or it is simply a
false doctrine, an error.  Well, Sir Arthur
gives us a hrief—a very brief summary of
the “wood tidings” of Spivitnalism. Mo
has learned from it that death has no terrors,
that there is a life heyond the grave, that
God is mereifnl and His reward immense—
nothing very novel so far to Christian ears.
But he has learned  further that “CGod’s
Indaments are mild"—al ves! exactly!  In
other words, there is ne Uell in the here-
after of Spiritualism.  Here is indeed con-
solatioi—for the wicked, for us all. To in-
vent an up-to-date, popular religion, the first
rule is: do away with Hell. So far vour
suecess  is assured.,  But unfortnnatelyr,
“things are what they are, and their conse-
quences will he what they will he. Why
thea should we delude qurselves”- -aven with
the Talse promises of o popular novelist?

Aol fimally, Sie Avthar {ells s Eliab his
Heaven ix [t h=-if Ihat is any
Bul sirange indeesd fhal the eren-
tor of Sherlock Holmes should not have umvlt
aorad when this revelation “eane through.”
11 the fife hevond as p|(tmod hy those who
deseriha it in the spiritualistic seances is so
like life on ecarth, is it unt at least A vVery
plausible o\pl.matum that the actnal autlors
of these “revelations” simply do not know
any other life, that they are not disembodied
spirits at all, We do not question Sir

Arthur's sincerity ; we only think him rather
too credulous,

very vaed

camnlor,

The alternative of course, 1s
the devil, and it js true he has a taste for
persons “ahaove the average in intelligence. ™
L

Charity ix the hond of ])mthmhood the
Foridation of peare, the link and qtronﬂth

of wnity: it is eroater than ]mth hope and
faith.—St Cyprian.

The Black Friars of Ancient London
INTERESTING = CITY DISCOVERY.

The recent discovery of the remains of the
thirteenth century London Priory of the
Dominicans or Black Friars by workmen who
are excavating in the rectangle of ground
surrounded by Church-entry, Carter Tune
Friar Street and lIreland Yard, between

+ Queen  Victoria Strect and Ludgate MHadl,

1.C., has excited the keenest interest amo1g
archacologists in the Metropolis. It is be-
lieved that the find is one of the most re-
markable discoveries for some time. Owing
to the fact that the remains were found

-deep below the foundations, they are in a re-

markabla The site of
the ancient I'riery has been visited among
others by several of the Dominican Fathers
from St. Dominic’s Priory, Haverstock Hill,
Londen, N.W.. the successors of the Bluck
¥riars who winistered te ihe Cathovies of
London seven hundred years ago. 'The re-
mainsg are heing translated to the Haverstock
Hill Priory, where they will he re-assembled
urder expert direction i the gardens at-
tached to this fine church. Tt is interesting
to note that iu the Priovy Church itself
there is already a relie of the ancient eity
priory.

state of prescrvation.

In conversalion with a press represenia-
tive Father Dunstan Sargent, 0.1, of Hav-
erstock T, pointed to portions of pillars
deeply embedded in rubble and flanked by
large dark-colored stones which archaeologists
state originally belonged to the old Wall of
Loudon. In addition {o these remains, ile
exeavators have also found a considerable
number of Roman red tiles and Tudor bricks,
ihe blood-red color of which iz almost zs
bright as when the bhricks were niade.

“There is no doubt,” said Father Sarpgent,
“that, having found the Reoman tiles when
they were making the foundations of their
Priory in 1279, the Black Friars decided in
use them.  There is plain cvidence, too, that
they wsed for their fonndations rubble which
the Romans hrought o {his country as lal-
last in their ships.

“A eond deal of it lias heen unearthed
on the site here, and it is s0 hard 1hat even
the pickaxes make very Titile impression on
it,

“Tt 1s very differenl rubble from that used
it the piers of 8, Paul's. If Wren had
nseid material Tike if there wonlld have heen

nothing wrong with St Paul’s lo-day.”" The
Douninican Father added  that  the Tudor

hricks were apparently the remains of huilde
gy erecled on the rnins of the nld priory.

On some of the stores whick have heen
recovered there are clearly 1o he scon the
marks wade by the chisels of the Friars of
nlel.

bV S

O my Jesns! Yan witled 1ot to
taste repese on earth T wish to follow your
example.— 8t. Teresa of the Child Jesis {the
Lrtt]o Flower),

Sinee,

Kiudies I-u'
outs and bry noo
a4 soon as

Q.TOL

= nppl!od

most pleasant and interesting evening vel .
hetd by the club Lo a elose.
Men's Mercer

W. Walsh
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