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The Fate of Sacrilege

(Hy Mow, Canax Bapay, DD, in

f bt senetimes bappens i oone’s readiug
that o single seaicive strikes fume as i 1L
were inscribed on o monmiment tor everbisi-
mg remetnheance. Suel an efiver T Iele fate-
Iy while turning over some pages writien hy
an Ameriean Mro BN Cram, on
The Ruived Lbleys of Gevad Breifoin,
were the words (hat tnpressed me so strongly
(p. 2080 i 126G, of the six hundred and
thirey familics to wisich imonastie estates hal
been crnicd,

toleist,

Thoese

anlv Tenrteca had not been
extinguihed throneh fatiure of male issue.”
Whal o Vaet—a werld of Tacts 1o nse up-
on! Did i reveal o divine judament, or was
it mere then (1.,

184677 wddds the audthor, sseveral more huve

conretdeniee ¥ SSinee
comwoe o oan ond s oamd B is cornminly nolahle
that sharwe, and
total extinetion have followel ihe wames of

dicrrnee, vialent  desths,
all those whe took part in the Suppression,
from the Honse of Tuder down to the Iay
holders of ihe stolen estates” The doom
whicl seeris thus to e aesocinted with de-
sputling the sanetiary was well estahlished
e popular helief, aind cven ot Court the
fell, Chueelr Lend ] wrale
Avelihishiop Whiteilt 1o s putroness. Queen

sliadow of U

Tlizabeth, —wdded to an nceienl inheritangee
hath proved lilke o woth freting o waemend.
and geeretly consunued hatli: ar like the cagls
that stole o conl Trom the altar, and therehy
set her nest o Gres which consumed hoily
','.n-r vonure eaclos amd herself,

it Henry Spelinan,

Ball Tnpsnace chis from a creature of her
own appointiae i, addressod to Henry VIS
davvtuer, hut evidenee of the terror which
clunze fo tie evitme of sacrilese inog
Catholiv [Titil

Liad passed awny the

onee
ation. several  wenerations
iho fear
lingeved, witnessed Siv Henrs Spelman’s fa-
mous hooky P Hislory and Foale of Seaeri-
Trie, writien perlips in 1637, hut puablishod
tn L0, inore than A7 venrs adier the autho: s
death.

for 30 i by no means o work of gonius,

foeling or

Ioeesed i vath sovre disappoinbment
But
mpelman acted un to his heliel, and swreren-
deved the Churelr progerty that he had pur-
chased, as well as prevailing on {riends {0 do
in like wanver.  Seepties mav, of course,
peint Lo Waburn Alihey and the Russells, whao
waxed mishty on Chureh-spoils and are by
noomeans exined,  Bui
be drawn from such prosperify,

no conclusion need
The lesson
of cerlain teasedios makes itself plain and
fermidable, althevgh many a euiprit eseapes,
Take in iNustration the record of the Shrews-
Tatey peerase the  Catholic Talhota,
Here was o determumed effors to make oo

and

paration for holding lands consecratied to
eligton: and clerey and. Taithtul  Lnew

the objecet as well as the gencrans Earl hin-
self knew it, whose henefactions were an so
Jvogencrous a seale. AllL however, was in vain,
’ } Thrice already sinee 1718 had o nephow
suceeeded an unele. Then the title passed
to a cousin, Who died nnmsdrried in 1856 ;
aud - with him the Catholie line expired.
Now my point is that the Earl (a converf),
who fouunded churches and was profuse in
eharities, hoped thereby to secure a remis-

he London Cafhielic Pimes))

siontof  the pudoment which  would  not
stiffer o dircet sneecestorne o his Litle; i
Litis was woll Eooen s and that Cathobies,

thongit sorvy. were not ~urprised when the
hovors puassed io o distaut line,
The Cuwese of Cowdray.™
Sudbnrore celebrated i the Ourse of (0
dray.” il

Ui the Bublio Becien al

Hae o with ay L

which |

Jannary o hessg,

FLogoes dav baek, oven to e dissointion
aof the monasteries and the crane made by
Henry VI o Master of the
Sie Anthonye Browine, KoGo of Batde Ahbey,
the

Overe,

is o,
e likewise o
1

atier

convent ol loasebeurne,
Tty
Anthony
eliireh as

and
Sir

Mary's ot ark,

consecrated properiv,
Baitle  Abhhoy,
woll as the wonastery. and took up his re-
the Ahher's The
lecond asserls it Battle or af

prlled dawn ihe

sidoner 1 own  house,

cither ot

hourne, o moak or

nur pronouneed
this Judemeni. Oy fire anid owaler thy
line shall come g an end and G shall

pertsic onr of the land.”
that Sir Anthany
Lhe seventh
eded  do

narried o«

Tostory tells us
Browne's rvepresentative,
Viscouni
Litle
Protestant

Montazue, who sueeoe-
1767,
and  conformed
o the Churelr of ool hut repented on
bis death-hed.

this awd Cowdray o

wife

However, his son, the cicht
Visconmt, was hrought up ao Anolicau, (-
el ot e e an wnenly vonne Tollow, wend

comihe Tereten Lours and in the auiae of

17053 resolved with o compumion o cshaot’

the Fail of the Dhine near SehaiThansen.
Both were drowned s and  an eveawitnes
Hved nntit 1867 1o tell the tale. Mareover.

on Septenther 240 1708 Cowdreay itself was

burnt 1o the ground,  Thus i gne vear the
donhle coese of five and water san fulihment.,
perhiaps even on the some day,

Bul ol 2l The unlieky Vis-
count had el Cowdray to his only sisier.
[izabeth Mary Browne, who mareied Wil
T S, Povade, of Midelvon, ahout o year
alter the Crasie event of

Was

mehalilevasen, Two
and n Jualv, 1815,
tose Tads met their deaih Ly drownimeg in
the sea off

hovs were born io then

Bostor their mother’s
eves. The title of Maniague expired with
Miark Anibony Browne. g Benedictine menls,
eoitsin of

helore

the cight Viseount. Cowdray

Monse remained o puin: and the estatoe,
after beroming the property of  Lord
Femont, now gives a title i the MHonse

af Tords te o wodern millionaire. = The mosh
diveet descendants of S .\)‘.t]lfl)lll_\' Browue
are all Catholics, and some are priests: bt
they frohd no Churel property.
Rinand Tts Consequences.
What 1% to he said of a story like this?
Whether any words of doosm were spoken at

Kasebourne or Battle we do not know; but
the facts

are  undeniable, and so is  the
gudlt of sacrilege they involve., No wonder,
then, il devont mwinds irace the law of

retribution working until it has avenged the
crime committed in that Frightful orgy of
avarice. ruin, and murder, which pulled
down  FEnglish monasticism even  to the
ground.  Fere, then, I cannot resist the

wave ol suspicion that hax had ils influence
itt every nation where such crimes have ta-
ken place. Wil nor the old mysterious con-
bection bedtween sin soid woe, hupjety and
the fixed laws of
Foernal dustice. hive heen as surely vindi-

ni-furtune, accordine Lo
cated i thes elironicles of Shrewshbury  and
Cowelvay os e b deavie <lemmas of  JHs-
Listen o second (e Lo onr Ameri-
con cheerver: g 1RG0 of the 830 families to
which  maini-tic e<bates had heen granted,
enly 14 had net been exiinguished through
farbere of male fssge.”
ment i<

iy

Allow that “punish-

the oiher all of crinwe.” and you
Beorempted e concede the fitness of a

penabiy

vl
wiieh enids the slory of the name
ehis dishasioral by ~harinz in the royal plun-
ders Aecidend, or the law of averages, may
beofvoked s vyt we feel temepted 1o murmur
with the Mbenian poct. which of these ter-
Fvil
root and the
T conneet them

And

the desolation of Cowdraye sinee its hurning

ribls thines eame fo pass by change ?”

works for evil: gind hero the

Py e ogually yvisibie.
i< naiurzls men have always dene so.
wis aomemarinb which said phainly, “Be ve
warned s do richi and dearn that God s not
mnelied

CHlenry the Sevarey of

Faeland

Woeoare ant Hoenry VIEL's gup-
pressiva ol the monasrerics in the light of
din episode. whereas no preater Revolution
Cuer i Fneland since the Norman
Twe writers, cansentient hut very
unlile, feve nnde this cloar—I mean Wil-
liane Cobbete and Cardingl Gasquet.  Cob-
Bt s Lhistopy uf Hhe Protestunt Reformation
Boamonge the wiltiosl, (he most laughter-
stivetine, ol Baedisis politieal vamphlets, ae-
enrate iooall mmtiers of consequence,  and
irvesistibly convineing where it shows that
vhen the monasteries and other charitable
mstitutions Fell the people lost an ivherit-
anee worth many niilions of our money. Car-
dina? Casquel sums np the fmmediate losses
to edduention. works ol charity, and in gen-
eral {o ctviliznilen, resudting in the emerg-
enee ol our medern proletaring by direet
The land was covered with ruins:

to fool npon

orcarred

Clongirest.

creation,
the mniversilios hecame slmnst cnipty ; a rew
Powr Law made sdaves of wendicants, while
Lhe Court squasslered what had Leen given
fo the sauctuary.  No niore hoeinous ¢rime
agamst God and man was over committed n
this ngland, which evon to-day snifers from
it.  Monasticism, indeed, theusl en: down
{o the gronnd, has risen up avain, flourish-
ing wilhin sighi almost of Glasssnho-y Tor,
and covering e lid wilth itz promie of
revival, During a full {housand vears it hacd
heen chicly instommental in seceuring to man-
kind the blossings of Christinnity and eul-
ture.  When ite lasé honr siruck in England
tlowas neither deeply eorrupt, nor unfaith-
fud to ite publie obligations. Tts final act was
to give glevions martyrs, Carthusians, Briget-
tine, in defeuee of God’s inw, while the na-
tion, cowed and silent, hut in their hearts
admiring, looked on. The House of Tudor
diedk ont; Cromwell and Cranmer perished,
leaving behind them evil memories, after
suffering as they had made their vietims
suffer. But the end is not vet. We can only
say that Luther, Knox, and Cranmer belong
te a bad past; while 8t. Benedict and St.
Franeis have won universal homage.
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