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OLD CHURCH AT ROXBURGH.
This histaric:l

THE
building, still standing at
Roxburgh, was built in 1369 by Father
Tcoyer, who Is wentoned by Mr. Poppelwell
in the course of his lecture. Since the erec-
tion of the fine new Church of OQur Lady of
PPeace by the late Father 1. O'Neill, the old
structure hus remained In disuse.

During the next two or three years, at
tong intervals, the distriet was revisited by
¥ather Scon, but the Catholivs of Qtago were
Active

B. McGregor, ol Silverstream, North Taieri,
and Mr. Edmoend Peel, an early scttier, Me.
Burle belore mentioned, and my father wha,
touk up a farm in the
A \\m‘(l or two about
some of these pioncers of the Church may
nat be out ol place. Mr. Melregor was a
sturdy settler of the old type.  As his name
implies he was a Sestehman with all the
shrewdness of that race. He wsa, 1 believe,
a convert to Catholicity, and a very strong
Catholic who never spared either his time
or money in the interest of the Chuarch he
loved so well. Mr. Edmond Peel was also
a convert, He was an Fuoglishman, a stanach
Catholie, and a nepliew of the famous Sir
Robert Peel who was Premier of England
eatly last century. Among the letters that
were burnt as before-mentioned was one from
him written in the eavly vears, about 1853,
to- my father from Tortrose, urging the
taking of steps to procure land for Church
sites and drawing attention the right
to acquire tand at ilie npset price for this
purpose.

My father was Fnghsh by parentage but
wad born at Sunwick. in Hutton parish, near
Berwick, just hevond the romantic valley of
the Tweed. He was educated at Ushaw, the
famous Catholiec College of Tdurham.  This

Tokomairire district.

to

- college prides itself upen being the direct

ascendant of Douay, in France, which has
oiven its name to the “Pouay Version” of
the Bible. Upon leaving school my father
went to sea. After some years he arrived

in Wellington in 1840. He was a great
reader and had learned both French and
Spantsh before le arrived in New Zealand.
He was the Captain of a schooner trading on
the couast for some time. He was married
in Wellingtan in 1842. He subsequently re-
turned te England and later eame to Qtagoe
1 the Blundell as a permanent settler. My
tather was a very sincere Catholie and an
active worker for the Church at atl {imes.

In the vear 1834, some of the Catholies,
after tulking matters over, commissioned Mr.
[5. Peel to write to Dr. Viard with reference
1o their wish to have a more regnlar visita-
tien from a priest. A letter was written ac-
cordingly on the 12th October, and on the
20th November Dr. Viard sent the following
reply: —

Wellington,
November 20, 1854.
Dear Sir—

I have read with much pleasure your letter
of 12th October, showing the good feelings
of the Catholics of Otage. I will endeavor
according to their wishes to send a priest
twice or three times a year to visit vour
distriet. Tt us pray the God of Merey to
establish one day a parish in your {town.
This will he the greatest blessing for that
remote part of the district. Till that for-
tuitate time let the Catholics of Otago live
as true Christians, loving each other and
avouding the vieces too common
colonies,

T uive my Benediction to all the faithful.

(Signed) * Ph. J. Viamo.

in new

In {erms of his promise the good Bishop
ab different times sent priests to Otago whose
ministrations were much appreciated by the
Catholic restdents. Among these priests [
must mention Father J. B. Petitjean. He
wias a man  of very different stvie from
Father Seon. He was an oldish mwan, very
tall with broad shoulders and whit: hair.
OF strong will and tremendous energy, push-
ing, active, busy, and determined to build
up the infant church on 2 solid foundation.
On the spiritual side he was a good, holy
man, zealous in the performance of his
duties and of true missionary instinets.

Shortlv after this time there grew up a
fecling among the Catholies of the Sonth that
they would like to have a resident priest.
This feeling was probably strengthened by
the arrival in Qtago of Mr. Finlay Murchi-
son, a sincere Highland Catholic who came
from near Fort William m Scotland. My
mother also came from Fort William whence
Mr. Murchison brought her a letter of in-
troduction. Mr. Murchison was a well-
educated man and was for many years a sin-
cere Catholic worker until his death at
Waikaia some time ago. When discussing
the question of having a resident clergyman,

Mr. Murchison =inled lhe knew a certain
Wather Lamout in Seotland whe he believed
would bhe willing 1o emigrate to Otago. He
said this priest was a zealous young man
who would be in every wav suitable for the
tusk.  No doubt the prospect of obtaining
the serviees of such who, from na-
and other reasons would commend
himsell to ihe people, belped the suggestion.
The result movement was that a
stroug fund was mised for the purpose of
paxing the I'ather Lamont to
New Zealand and ebtaining a suitable equip-
ment for kim.  The correspondence in this
conneetion was left in my father's hands and
he wrote to the diocese in
which Father Luamont then was, making the
necessary arranzements. {opies of this cor-
respondence were unteriunately among the
letters destrovecd mentioned. The
letter which was written stated that a draft
for £200 had been sent io, T think, an Edin-
burgh #rm for the purpose of equipment,
ete., and failing Father Lamont being able
to como insiructions were given as to how
the money was to he disposed of. Nothing
came of this proposal probably owing to some
question as to whether a secular priest could
be mtroduced i a Marist diocese. 1t is
interesting, however. as showing the keen-
ness of the carlicr (Yatholics in Church mat-
ters.  When the priests came to Otago in
those davs rome idea of the hardships they
had to undereo mayv be realised when their
fong  journeys  overland  are  considered.
Among other letters which were burng were
a number from Father Petiljean referring
to Iis missionary {Ine series in se-
quence deseribed jonrney in 1857.
The first was written to my father from the
hotel at Tokomairire.  TL was written in a
hurey apologising for not calling ot “Sun-
wick,” our then farm-house. as he had heard
of a Catholic family a2 Popotunoa (now
Clinton) and he was inst starting te visit
it.  OF ecourse this visit would he on foot,
unless by some ek he got a 1iff on horse-
hacl. The next letter was written from on
hoard the schooner Ann Jane at ““Bloom-
field Flarbor,” Bluft. This harbor was pos-
sibly one of the small hays in Awarua, al-
thongh T have been anallo te locate it. The
letter reported a trip o the whaling station
at Rivertor. Tt was quaintly writfen in
rather French sivle, and gave some account
of his sood luck in finding some Catholie
families. Among other things this letter
stated that the writer *By the Grace of God
had the good fortune’’ to find some Cath-
olic families and had been able “to baptise
several of their children and at the same
timea give the Chureh's llessing to their
marriages.”  Tere we have an example of
the application, the provisious of the famous
Ne Temere decree so far as 1t applies to
persons who, from their situation, are un-
able {0 he married by a priest, but themselves
enter upon the murriage contract.
Between the vears 1853 and 1861 our house
at Sunwick, near Milion, was a sort of
centre for the scattered Catholics in  the
country distriet of Sonth Otago. There from
time to time when a priest visited the dis-
trict Mass was said and these within reach
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