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FAITH OF OUR FATHERS

(By the Rigur Rkvemenp MoneiaNor Powern, V.F., for the N.Z. Tablel.)
20.—CHRIST'S CHURCH IS HOLY.

Holiness is a property of the Church of
The vision of Ler’ vouchsafed
to the prophets, arrayed her in the spurk-
ling robes of grace, and portrayed her as
God's love, God's dove, God's beautiful one,
His peerless queen, dowered with the
Father's glory, encireled with million angel
forma of light, all her walls are precious

" stones, and her towers built up with jewels.
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And when prophecies were {ulfilled aund
Christ’ had come to call her into actual
being, He “‘loved the Church and gave Him-
self up for her sake, thut He might sanctify
her, purifying her in the bath of water by
means of the word, and that He might pre-
sent her to Himself a glorious Churely, not
having spot or wrinkle or any sueh thing,
but holy and without hlemish.” It was thus
the Beloved Disciple saw hier arraved in the
vision of Patmos: I saw the holy eity, the
new Jerusalem, coming doewn out of heaven
from (od, prepared as a bride adorned for
her hushand.”  Christ’'s death was effica-
cious for His Church, and conscious of this,
she herself sings in gratitude to Him:
““ Holiness bkecometh Thy House, O Lord,
unto length of days.”

The Church is hely, in her Founder, the
God of all holiness; she Is holy, hecause she
is the temple of the Holy Spirit; she is
holy, in the end she pursucs—the salvation
of men; she is loly, in the means she makes

-msp of—pure doctrine and the Sacraments;

she is holy, in her children, *the living
stones’’ that lead her ramparts azbove the
starry sky, in her children, who ‘are a4
chosen generation, a kingly priesthood, a
holy nation, a purchased people; that (they)
may declare His virtues, Who hath ecalled
(them) out of darkness into His marvellous
light.”

The Church has had a holy Founder be-
cause she has come from the Heart of
Christ pierced on the Cross, and wag washed
in the blood and water that poured there-
from. There was poured into her at Pente-
cost the Holy Spirit, to be ever abiding;
to keep her from error since He is tho Spirit
of Truth, and to keep her holy since He is
the Bpirit of Sanctity. Only God could
establish a haly Church, since He alone can
s2y: ‘“Be ye holy as I, the Lord your God,
am holy.” Only He Who had poured the
Bpirit of Truth and Sanctity into the
Church’s leaders, could command them to
sanctify His people in truth, The Al-Holy
God is the Founder of His Church, she is
the Temple of the Holy Spirit, and in so
far she is holy.

Bhe is holy, inr'the end for which she was
established, that is, to sanctify and save
human souls. This is to imitate Qur Lord
Jesus Christ: to be a light to those seated
in darkness, a strength to the weak, a com-
fort and an assurance te the wavering. To
gtize up man from the dark valleys of pagan
ignorance and from the mire of pagan sin,
to teach him that he is more than reptile,
and make him an adopted son of God, and

lead him at length te his eternal heritage,
this 1s the end tor which the Church was
founded, and no ewd could be hoelier,

$he is holy, in the weans she mukes use
of to carry out this end. Ay u man’s belict
las 2 puwerful effect on his conduet and
as Christ wishes His people to live by faith,
the Church must expound the scachings of
the faith in carrying out her end.  The
truth sanctifies, and she is the divinely-ap-
poinied guardinp and authoritative expound-
er of the truth to a darkencd world., The
scheols of philesophy lad removed the idea
of the true God aud with it the notion of
good and evil, it gave woen talse ideas of
huian persouality aud uu wdea of the soul's
Immertality; the beliefs of paganism fouad
expression in the worship of wany false gods,
m palygamy, in the riv of the family, and
ne widespread moral corruption; the happi-
ness of nan had departed, and there was
left to hiw no hope uf happiness hereafter,
The greatest of the pagan poets considered
man the most wretched of all the mortals
that walked or crept upon the earth, This
intellectial darkness and moral corruption
Truth, in the person of Christ, conironts=J
in the pudgment-hall of Piate, and now con-
trones it through the Church. Truth tha =
fore 1s o holy weapon, and the Church s
hulv because she nses it.
of truth must be holy.

She has other holy means in the Sicra-
ments with which sbe was dowered by her
Founder . Through Baptism her children
receive the first communication of the di-
vine life and are made to participate in the
fruits of the Incarnation: in Confirmation
her growing vouths and maidens are streng-
thened against the wiles and wickedness of
the world. that now begins to attract their
attention and tempt their allegiance: thro-
ugh the Holy Fucharist they have Christ,
the Fount of lisht uud grace, abiding in
them, and they are made to abide in Him:
in Penance the wounds of their souls are
healed by restoring grace: in Matrimony the
fount of the race is consecrated and sancti-
fied; in Holy Orders specially closen men
are set apart and liftel up to offer SUpreme
worship to the Fterual Father, and to de-
vote themselves to the sanctification of the
people,  But priest and people come to die
in God’s good time.  Then Holy Clisrch
comes to their dying hed and ministers unte
them: she purifies with another Sacrament
the senses of their poor hody, and hrings the
sweet merey of the Redeemer upon the de-
parting soul; and when this has departed,
sh(.a has her Holy Sacrifice of the Mass to
bring it seasong of refreshment, tight, and
peace, and waft it at last to the feet of its
Tard, Poets have marvelled at this perfect
round of grace, and have seen in it a remedy
for xjn:m’s every spiritual need and a wise
m'ovzlsion for everv stage of human life. We
see in it a compelling proof of the Church's
holiness. She is holy therefore in the means
she uses in carrying out her end.
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Finally, she is holy in her children who
are her fruits of holiness. In every genera-
tion she will be able to peint with pride to
her jewells, to her children who are eminent
for holiness, who are unspotted by the world
and sparkling with virtnes. There will be
amongst her sons heroic martyrs for Jesus
and valiant and intrepid cenfessors of the
faith. There will be monks and lLermits to
despise the false pleasures of the world and
with them even pleasures that are lawful,
and there will be bands of virgins foliowing
the Lamb, and bearing with joy the white
lily of purity that flourishes in her genial
soil and Js made fragrant with the dews of
her grace. There will be defenders of the
marriage hond and upholders of the sanctity
of marriage whe will hrave the threats and
tyranny of wicked governments and kings.
Voluntary poverty will be taken as a bride
by hundreds of lier Assisis i1 every genera-
tion, and obedience will be eheerfully vowed
tn His represontative who was Himself obe-
divnt unte death.  She will convert to sane.
tiry the corrupt Roman world, and lead
senii-eivilised peoples to grace, and will bring
a new life and a new civilisation into every
nation.  The pagan of the first century will
admire the holiness of even her rank and file,
and nineteen ceuturies later a chairman of a
Divoree Commission in London will comment
on the purity of Catholic marriages, and an
Enalish Cardinal will state in well-weighed
words that she alome can make the young
heart chaste, and this hecause she alone ean
give to children Jesus as their Food and
AMary s#s their Nursing-Mother,

Let none object that there are sinners in
the Churel! The Chureh has two sides, she
is human as well as divine, and while hu-
manity lasts there will e sin. She is the
Mother of all God’s children, bad as well as
good, and all will remain side by side until
the time for sifting comes. The Kingdom of
Heaven is like unto a fiel] in which the good
man of the house sowed good seed but found
cockle amongst the wheat, and like a net
that is rnst into the sea and draws out ood
fish and bad. The Church will continue to
cast the net and strew the seed and draw in
A mixed return, but not all the worthless
eron and draught will continue so. Many
will be charmed hy her holiness and brought
tn «race by her ministrations; {hen will be
Fulfilled  what  the Roval Psalmist foresaw,
the outeast will he lifted from the dunghill
and she will Tecome theip loxful Mother,
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The real mav is the one whe finds excuse
for others bhut never

excuses
Beeclier.
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