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Pergant Directores ef Scriplores New Zea-
land Tablet, Apostolica Hencdictione confur-
tati, Religionis cf Justitice causam promo-
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Die 4 Aprilis, 1900.

Transramion.—Fortified by the Apostolie
Blessing, let the Directors and Writers of
the New Zealand Tablet continue to pro-
mote the cause of Religion and .fustice by
the waya of Truth and Peace.

April 4, 1900, LEO X111, Pope.
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SPAIN

NGLISH newspapers controlled by Jewish
E and Masenic caplial have carried on
A persistent campuizn ol disparage-
ment against Mussolini, and it is nol amuz-
ing therefore that misvepresentationg  of
General de Rivera are also common in the
same sections of the Hritish press. Indeod
the hostibity to Spain is of older orizin, as,
for a long time, travellers were discouragd
from travelling in that Catholic land by
dreadful accounts of the difficulties of tonr-
ists and of the poor aceemmodation in he-
tels, whereas, in truth, the latter are far
superior, at least in the chief cities, to any-
thing we have inr Australin or New Zealand,
Only recently London pavers published
accounts of & disastrous fuilure of the Span-
iards to land at Allucemas Buy, and this
was followed up hy another story that ihe
Spanish lines Lhiad been hroken by the Monrs
at Tetuan and that the whale situation of
Spain in Moracco was perilous,  In matter
of fact there lud been no failure, for thoe
landing had not yet been attempted. and
the entire account was a fabrication which
had not even the merit of heinge ben frorata.
Spaniards have spoken ta us of the enmity
of the French Government towards their
country, and it is known that fulse tales

have frequently leen issued from Paris,
purporting to come from Madrid. And as
we have noted, there are sections of the

British press only too eager to pnublish such
misrepresentations. :
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The situation in Spain is by 1o means
perilous, and the country has made wen-
derful progress under the new regime, In-
deed, the improved conditions and the new

vigor of the two southern Catholic countries
are in themselves sufficient to explain why
there are such coustant calommnies from the
encmics of the Church. Notwithstanding
that “‘pediar of words,” as a Spanish gentle-
nan deseribed Thanez to us, the King is
extremely popular with his people, and the
fact that he had accepted de Rivera's pro-
posals  and  sanctioned his  projects  was
viiough to maeve all Spuin to suppart the
Dictator.  The hest proof of the lattor's
patriotisn and of the confidence of the people
in i which lie has Tul-
On this subject we guote
powrtler un Spanish affairs in the Cetholie
Times, Septomber 19
miseed

is the meiner m
fillod Tris pledges.
I =

“The Diveciory pro-
retrenchwent  and  reforin of  (he
Within three months, hundreds
of 1seless offices had been aholished, the ad-
ministration at Madvid simplified, the Civi
Serviee and the Ariny votes reduced (part
of the meney thus saved being turned over
to ihe Telueation Bndgety: and a svstematic
cffort hegun to reduee the floating  dehi,
The debt has already heen reduced by ane
hadf" A wpite of the Moorish war. 2 Tn-
emplovient is practieally non-oxistent. A
Lirwe nnmber of pabhe works, long in the
region ol projects, were sel aoing the first
verv. Anoambitions seheme of railway de-
velppinent was drown up and the work is
now inoprogress  in omany  parts of  the
countrv. L The Fduealion  Budget  has
heen increased. the salaries of {eachers raised
hy ene-thivd. and some fifteen hundred new
schoels apened during the past two TOATs,
Theneh Pavliamentary Government is tem-
nerarily suspended, the ])Iil'urtm'_\' has yiven
Spain w new system of demoreratie loeal OV
crmment,  In every provinee there is now a
council, eleeted by universal suffrage. the
onlv exception heing that in some of the
smaller muuicipalities there is, instend of a
councily a general mecting of all the electors
for public hosiness,

hees.

The whole systew
i« a reaction from the svstem introduced into
Soain in the gineteenth contury in imitation
of I*‘l'(‘nvh‘n(hniuish'nti\'r—- methods.™  Spain
has settled down. There linve hoen no strikes
amd no riots of any woment since the Direc-
tory teok charge, and aceordine to gl the
owens this erand old Tutin counlry is well
on the high road to prosverity aund peace,
Alnost overy Eaoglish nowspaner predictod
the speedy downfall of de Rivera, hut hLis
Directory conferred solid advantages on the
whole country,

£

One wonders whether Mussolini would
have been ealumniated as he has if he hadl
been friendly 4o the Freemasons and hostile
to the Cathalic Chureh.  And when ane sees
the same systematie mistepresentation. cm-
anating from the same sources. carried out
against Spain, there can be little doubt that
it proceeds from hatred to our religion and
frem rage at seeing the two great Catholie
conntries making sucl rapid progress, while.
around  them, so many Protestant aned
Atheist Governments are on the elre of the
precipice. Onee npon a time shallow speake
ors and writers used to peing to the pros
perity of Erglaud and the noverty of Spain
and Ttaly as a proof of the superiority of

the Protestant religion, ag if Clrist ever gave
His followers an assuranee of riches in this
world,  Now that the tables are turned we

are not likely to hear similar arguments for

some time to come. And, as matters stand,
it is Dhkely to be a very long time. The
anti-Catholic Frenell Government goes a-
beguing for merey from its ereditors, and
putriotic Englishmen are onenly deplering
the Tact that their country has lost  her
proicl place among the nations and that
i iy staring her in the face. With our
Wi vves we live seen marvellons signs of
the vevival of veligion both in Spain and

Ttaly, anrl we have every reason to hope that -

the two glovions nations which Dlazed the
trail of civilisation in Europe and Ameriea
shall in the furure play a great part in
tenehing fo the whole world that on Chris-
tian principles alone can civilisation e built
up.  For the present, however, let us warn
our readers not to he deceived by the false-
hnads spread abont 8pain,  She is by no
menns the “dead nation' whielh an English
“tatesman proclaimed her o few years ago.
h: the contrary, she is manifesting such
siens of vitality that only those who are wil-
follv blind ean fail to see them. Her very
vitality is the chiof eause of the ealumnies
cireulated by hier enemies, who are also the
cnemics of the Cathelie Chureh,

REYV. JAMES MORE O'FERRALL, S.M.

On Monday, Novemher 23, a telegram
From the Very Rev. Dean Regnanlt, S.M.,
aimounced the death of FFather James More
O Ferrall, ST of Otaki. Deceased was a
sonof the late Edward More O'TFerrail, of
Lisard, Co. Longford, Ireland.  His mother
was Julfana Margaret  Lambert, fourth
daughter of Henry Lambort, AM.P., J.P,
I, of Carnagh, Co. Wexford, Gernld
Move O'Terrall, Lisard, is a hrother of de-
ceased, Mrs. Charles  O'Connoer, Merrion
Avenue, and Mrs. Lambert. Bootorstown
Avenue, Blackrock, are sisters. Madam the

O'Cannor Don was a first cousin of his
father's. and other velatives have inter-
werried with noble Ttalian families,

Father James More O'Ferrall was as
stanneh wn Irvishman as Dis ancestry
stgrests, Coming  of a  grand old
Catholic  family it way  only  natural
that to the priesthood ke  should have
lrought  the  strong, stmple, faith aud

the burning zeal charactevistic of Trish mis-
sionaries.  He taught at St. Patriek’s Col-
lewe, Wellington, with remarkable success,
nutil his health made a ¢hange advisable,
Sinee then he lubored zealously for souls
hoth in Timarn and Otaki., where lie was
heloved hy the people.  His death. in  the
prime of manhood, will he a great loss, not
onlv to his hrethren of the Society of Mury,
hut to the Church in New Zealand., To his
superinrs in Wellington and to his relatives

in Treland, we offer our cordial sympathy.—
R.I.P.

IRISH COMPETITIONS
The date for the Irish History Competi-
tions is December 15. Please send in appli-
cations for examination papers immediately,
. En. N.Z. Tablet...,
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