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NOTES FROM ROME
. Rome, September 235, 19235,
¥ In the Keclesiastical Bulletin of the Arch-
diocese of Cologne {which, by the way, hap-
pens to be the greatest diccese in Christen-
dom, with its 3,000,000 Catholies) an order
to his clergy is conveyed by the Cardinal
Archhishop of Cologne which will, in that
part of the world at least, lessen the number
of organised bodies going to Rome more as
mere tourists than as pilgrims, This points
out that travel agencies issue programmes
which, in some instances, attract persons by
indicating the plensures in art and scenery
that are to he bhad from a journey to Italy.
It also indicates that the crganised Dody
will have an ecelesiastical directer with the
travellers, though he has little or no influence
over it, In future no priest of the archdio-
cese of Cologne may take up the position of
ecclesinstical director o any body.of travel-
lers going to the Fternal City during Holy
Year without the express permission of the
Cardinal Archhishep. In this way, no mere
body of tourists can pose as a hody of pil-
grims.
£ * *

One morning last week there were gather-
ed in the sacristy of St. Peter's the chiefs
of the dramatis personae connected with the
robbery of the jewels three months ago from
the treasury of this basilica. Among the
group were the prosecuting lawvers of the
Italian Court of Justice, the lawyers for
the defence, and two experts in jewels. The
experts had heen brought there by the Court
of Justice to make a valuation of the jewels

v.and pold stelen by the prisoners, and to say
whether they do not amonnt to far more than
200,000 live, viz., the valuation placed upon
the booty hy two other experts who had pre-
viously been called in to value them.

Tho two lawyers for tho defeuce ques-
tioned the legality of this second valuation
and reserved their decision on
for fifteen days.

The importance of this point is evident.
It the value of the stalen jewels is more than
200,000 lire, then the case must be tried by
the Court of Assizes, in which event the
cobbler-thict will, with liis accomplices, stick
to his last for a longer term of imprison-

ment than if ihe valuation is below ile
200,000 mark,

its 1nerits

* * ®

Last week the press depicted the Holy
Father as hankering for a place in the Lea-
gue of Nations, hasing their reports on an
address delivered by father Gemelli, O.F.0L.,
Rector of the Catholic University of Milan,
at a Mass celebrated in the presence of the
Bishop of Geneva and Lausaane on the oc-
casion of the opening of the sessions of the
League,

The following note published in I’Osscrva-
tore Rlomano {semi-official organ of the Vati-
can) puts the incident in a nutshell: —

““Some journals receive from Geneva that
o~ tho Holy Father is stated to have sald to
\& religious: ¢ Convey my salutations and

wd wishes to the representatives of the
ngtions at Geneva for a great work of peace.
But tell them at Geneva not to forget that,
if a just peace is to be really made, the
Church of Rome cannot be absent,’ and from

this they conclude that the Holy See aspires
10 enter into the Soriety of Nations.  We
are authorised to declare there is not a
shadow of truth in all this.”

TFather Gemelli telegraphed at once to
1 Osservatore Romano: I ask you to deny
decisively and energetically report given in
some journals Lhat I expressed at Geneva,
during Cathelic function, any thought in the
name of the Holy Father.”

This closes the incident as far as His
[foliness amd the famous Franciscan are
concerned. But it is lere pertinent to ask:
What hus the League of Nations done yet?
Who cares a snap of the fingers among the
nations for itz fAndings® When - Ftalian
officers were killed by Grecks some months
ago, way the League able te do anything to
avert a rupture? AMussolini told it plainly
to keep its fingers out of his ple and dictated
his own terms to Greeee.

What real binding force is keeping the
T.cagne together?  So far only the hotel-
keepers in Geneva have gained by the Lea-
gne.  And yet there 15 one living in an an-
cient building by the Tiber, with experiences
hegot of peace-making for 1600 years, with
more moral infiuenece all over the world than
any three of the Great Mowers. Why is he
not in the Leapue of XNations, anyhow?
After the next great war in 193¢ or 1935
we shall bave the answer,

And suppose a war hroke out to-morrow,

where 1s the League able to avert a fight
to o finish?  Would not Europe not divide
up again into two nighty camps? And
would unt hoth sides go on their knees to
America to beg her money,arms, and men?

E

The nnion of the churches with the One
TFrue Church, having its centre in Rome, is
a very live question these davs. His Ewmin-
ence Cardinal Mercier, Archbishop of Mal-
ines, has just sent the following letter to
Abbot Lambert Baundin, of Mont-Cesar, on
the matter:

“Wo follow with respectful attention the
efforts of the Hely Father for the union of
the clirches. We reeall the august words
af his Holiness in the Encyclierd Kcelesiam
Dei. of November 12, 1923—* The Latius are
trying te acguire a more complete and more
profonud knowledge of the institutions and
customs of the Orientals. Tet them be per-
suaded that the QOrient once known better
amoug us, a just estimation and a true
charity will follow. These dispositiong of
spirit are of the highest importance in the
preparation for religious unity.

“We earnestly hope to sce the priests and
peoplo of Belgium respond with filial atten-
tion to tlie -ceaseless exhortations of the
Sovereign Pontiff, and to associate them-
selves to the movemeut destined to prepare
the way for the reconciliation between the
Christians of the East and the West. The
celebration of the centenary of the Council
of Nicea, the First Oecumenierl Council,
and the sclemnity of Holy Year, which is
consecrated, according to the Pope’s inten-
tion, to pray for the great cause of religious
unity, will give a happy occasion for or-
panising this apostelate and to awaken in
the faithful an ardent zeal for the realisa.
tion of this eminently Catholic ideal.”’

If the dream of the late Pope Benedict
XV he realised in the present Pope's reign,
we shall see the greatest event in the Cath-
olic Church since Luther tore se
tieng frem Christ's fold.

—Irish 1Veekly
N S—

BOOK NOTICES

The Bride of Christ, by Right Reverend
Monsignor Power. Parts One and Two.
¥.Z. Tablet Company.

We welcome the appearance in permanent
form of the second series of the Monsighor's
scholarly articles on Catholic deetrine. They
deal in a lucid and satisfactory manner with,
the profoundesi things that can concern
mortal man, and whether for private edifica-
tion er for the instruction of others these
pages ought to he a godsend to the faithful
of the Dominion. Tha trentment of the
fopics is seientifie and exact hut the flowing
style and pure diction make the reading de-
lightful.

Cheerful (Thina, by NRev. James Mullins,
C.M. Price 4/-. (Ivem Si. Columba's
Mission House, Fssendon, Vietoria).

This volume containg a nimbor of interest-
ing articles previously pnblished in the Far
Past, either In Treland or in Australia.
Yielding to the constraint of his friends and
readers, Pather Mullins has now given them
to us in a well-hound volume. Many who
did not read them alrcady will gladly avail
of this opportunity to learn a great deal
ahout the distant mission field whither so
many of the flower of Treland’s young priests
are being irresistibly called.

The Twuth of the Catlolic Relinion, by Rev.

many nNA.

wmally

News,

James Linden, S.J. Price 2/- net. Her-
der. )
A useful little manual for teachers. The

book 1s divided into two parts. In the first
i3 a suceinet explanation of the fundamental
doctrines of our relicion, while the second
presents the essential poinls of difference
between Cathelic and Protestant creeds.

Benedictus Qui Tenit: The MMissal Prayers
Tichoed Within the Soul, by Father W.
Roche, 8.J. Longmans, Paper 1/-; cloth
covers, 2/- net.

This iz not so much a hook ef pravers at
Mass as a book which teaches us lLow to
meditate an the different parts of the Holy
Sacrifice as it passes rapidiv before our eyes.
It aims at giving us appropriate and de-
vational thoughts, and at saving us from dry
and routine moments during the pread Sacri-
fice of the New Law,
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