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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII TO THE
“ N.Z. TABLET.”

Pergant Directores et Scriptores New Zea-
lund Tablet, Apostolica Benedictione conjor-
tati, Religionis et Justitice cousam promo-
vere per vias Teritatis et Pocis.

LEO XI1II, P.M.

Die 4 Aprilis, 1900.

Trawsrarion.—Fortified by the Apostolic
Blessing, let the Directors and Writers of
the New Zealand Tablet continue to promote
the cause of Religion and Justice by the
ways of Truth and Peace.

April 4, 1900. LEO XITI., Pdpe.
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THE BIBLE AND SOME BICLOGISTS

For a discussion of the problems raised
concerning the Bible auwd Geology and the
Bible and Astrenomy we refer our readers
to the Catholic Enexeloepdia or to an auth-
oritative Apologetics. Merely s
a sample of the sort of =eience brauahi for-
ward by Raticrzlisis and Atheisis we will
denl 'll‘i:‘“'\’ withh  the brouaht
against the Biblicau wceouni of the arigin
of Tife.  Our positien is this: {(od,
of His will created  the world,
animals and planis to which he eave the
power of reoraiuciion. this, Ra-
Honalists are found who allewe, without a
shadow of proof. that living creatures came

waorlk on

objections

by an act
imclnding

Againsi

not only fron per-existing germs hut even
solely from the influence of chemieal and
physical forees inherent in matter. Thev sav
that a living heing ean he hrought inta life
without life, the  simple
effects of physico-chemical action or reaction.
They avgue that if this can ho done, there
is o reason why it was not alwavs dune,
and that henee the hypolthesis of creation of
living ovgraniss is at least superfluons.

pre-exisling by

The first thing to remark is that the al-
leged fact of purely spoutancous generation
has never heen proved.  The sceond is that
even as a hypothesis it is rejected hy the
most eompetent authorities.  Flourens savs:
“No one since Redi helieves any longer in
the spontancous ceneration of inseets: that
of intestinal worms finds no defenders sjnce
Balbiani, and since the cxperiments of Pas-
teur, it las generally been ahandoned in
regard to  cevery kind  of  animaleulae.
Quatrefages savs: “Wo consider the doctrine
af spontancens generation  definitels
demned.””  Virchow savs: “Not g single
positive fact s knowr to prove that there

on-

has ever Deen such a thing as spohtaneonus
generation, or that organic matter has been
spoutancously transformed an organte
being.”  The  greadest authority  of  all,
Pasteur, sayvs: “There has never been known
o single inslance of beings coming ity ihe
warkd without paveni=. Those who affirm
the contrary are vietiws of illusions or of
canses which they cenld nwol apprecinte or
whielt they did not remove.”  Aier Pastenrs
experimeits, conlirmed by {hose of sSeliwann,
Schaltze, Alilne-Feiwards, and niany olhers,
the Acadermy of Selenees announced this
fandamiental Taw of biological scionee: A7
organised Delngs ia e octual siote of e
globe veeeive Ufe from boadies alvendy fiving ;
lrge aud sinell ave bora of vuvestry. Henee,
there is no roon: for donhi hat spoutansons
generation iy 2 omyth and a delusion.  Fven
it were true, we micht ol ask whenee
came tho matier, the physical and chomieal
lerees, and the  chanses that brougli  the
elements iuto juxtaposition,
sHIT have to oo hack to g

into

And we should
flirst Canse 1o
seience proves thai
Hie Tias nel alwavs esisted on onrth: {hat
it el o beginnine

explam their exislence,

aud that no Tiving eres-
ture ever yel exicled that dul uot Aprine
from anotlier.

Now as {hey had » heginming
ad did vat spring from matier we ave apnin
brought back to the docirime of vrealion in
order Lo exniain the ciidlbe of the universe -
we find, that s saxy. that the Piblical
account i sustained insiead of npeet, by irue
selenee, woe o have Virchow frankly
admitting ihat we come Tnee o face wi-h
the need for o hichor cansality : anil wo nave
oven TTaeckel saving thai if we rejee SOt -

1n

itonee

taneons generation we must adant miracles,
Againg seientists sav thar ns ihess was -
time when there wie nn Hyvine thing on
carih, there will come n time when wll Tife
shall disapnent from earth, The siurs have
in some cases lost iheie eal an-l Tighil ; fhe
sith 15 eooling and will o on enslins uatil
it will pot radinte enourh hoat in enahie
Bving things to exist sn our planet.  Thus,
as regards the end of Lhe world, as well as
with reforenee fo the beginming, seience sun-
ports rather than epposzes ihe Bille.
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We might, if time and space allowed, (0l
np o the same way, problems  of  reel
astronomy, paicontology and  find in each
examination  the faet verifiod: that
there is no oppesition heiween aseerlsinod
sefentific troth and ihe res! rreaning of the
Bible, hut that en the eonlrary as DIOEEeSs i
made an dscicace becomes vicher, the Mosaie
account is wonderfally borne ont anid sUp-
ported by rescaveh and study in cvery de-
partment of natural science.

e

CREMATION

A deputation waited upen the Dunedin
City  Council on  1ast Wednesday  evening,
the  purpose  of  which  was  tn enilst
the assistance of the Conngil in erceting a
crematorinm in this eity.

0y,

RHE MY

This depniation
15 the outcome of n neceting of cremation

advoeates, whieh was held  1nst Novem-
ber. At that iime we gave the sound
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and solid reasons why the Church sets her
Fage against this pasan praciice of burning
the dead, but we donol propese to recapitu-
late them liere.  There is anctlier
af the question. however, which we must
now touch upon, and that is the cool pro-
posal of the crematicnists to make conseien-

asjié #f

tiously objeeting ratepayers and rentpavers
provide the wherewithal Lo pay for this pre-
Clous eremaioriun. One of 1he speakers
saitdl that the Catholic Bishon of Dunedin
iad already voiced the feelings of the Church
o Ahe matter, snd they conld not expeet
any support frem Catholics. The point s,
however, That ther intend foreinz finaneial
suppert  from Cathelies {hrongh the tates
aned threugh the resis, Tt was alleged thot
a Targe Lody of the neople desived a eremo-
forium in this eity.
this: and further,

We take leave to doub:
we should Tike to know
what means were taken by the deputation
to ascertain precisely  what percentage of
the community are elamoring {or this thing?
Waould it net he much nearer the mark to
say that the vast majority of the neople
Irave uot tronbled to think ahont it at all,
and  Aliat the public demand s confined
chicfly {0 the Tiitle ring of enthusiasis who
are not qaite enthusiastio
for their hahby Themselves ?

eaonel to pay
b any ense, it
sneh o Targe number of people are longing
for this the of paviey
for it onght to rest liehtlv on so many shonl-
ders. Would it Ee rude to sugeost that
those who are sighine for the eremaforinm
creel it in the same wey in which Cotholies
build their seliools that i,

innovatinn hirden

© o 3t them-

selves. Tt must have heen s <lin, however,
wiren one of the depniaiion soid that he
cost of ereeting ihe crematormum was too

great to he hovne by private enternrise, Trom
this the inference is {lnd the suthmsiasts are
very few.,  We agres that peaple Hvine in
o community often have to pav for thines
they do not need; et we must insist that it
s eontrary to the funetions of a public bhody
supposed  to vepresent all relusses o give
support to something which is an outrage
«n ile conscience of onc or more scctions
in the eommunity, Wo uree Catliolies te
appose strongly any atiompt to make this
viagan practice & manieipal responsibility.
There are any number of urgent works re-
quiring the immediate attention and fnan-
cial suppart of the City Couneil; hob the
creetion of o erematoriom is eortainly nab
one of them.

CONVERT PRELATES

It may interest our separated bretheen
{savs the Missionary, Washington, 7.5.4)
to have the names of former Protestants
who rveached Tigh place in the governiment
of the American Catholic Chureh.
inelude the following names: —

Archbishop James Roosevelt Baylay, Arch-
bishop of Baltimore and Papal Delegate.

Archhishop Samuel of  DBalti-
more,

Arehbishop Jumes Whitfield, of Baitimoro,

Archbishop James Huhert Blenk, of New
Orlenns.

Archbishop Chrigtie of Oregon.

Archbishop James Frederic Wood of Phila-

These
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depllia.
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