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The Tinkers

Tnless you ltved in Ireland you would not
understand what we niean when we call a
man a tinker—with or without an adjective,
as the mood may require. Irish people are
aware that just as there was a “holy farmer”’
there was also a “‘living tinker” whom inno-
cent people invoke in corroboration of their
statewents  just as 1mpious people invoke
satits and sacred things, The tinkers are
They wander at their
aown sweet will up and down Ireland, camp-
i here and there, usually i a sheltered
spol beside running water. They marry
very voung, and they have large families.
They mav he lax concerning the rights of
vwnership, and in their dealings at fairs they
mayv acl ¢ the horse-dealers maxim: Do to
the ather fellow what he would tike to do
to vou, and do it first,” hut apart from that
they are as good and maxyhe hetter than
other dealers and merchants, Certainly they
are suints compared with the sort of people
who send to wars the last man hut will not

a nemadie peaple,

send  their own last shilling, or with  the
millionaires who drive large motor cars and
nieke fortunes by engineering trusts  and
vorners that hiing ruin to thonsands,  The
Tinkers arve by profession tinsmiths,  They

mend pois and pans and cans for the neigh-
Lors when they settle down in a distriet for
a time,  But work al their sstensible calling
ts only a side-line after all. Dealing  at
fatrs, even lertune-telling, appeals wore 1o
them,  They will often go awayx, on a long
trek to the West of Ireland whenee they
will return in a few months driving hefore
them a large number of slmg}_fy, rangh-haired
Connemara nonies, of all ages.  These they
will sell as they travel, and not infrequently
they will sell the lLaver when selling the
ponies, . We wonder if that breed of little
orses has heen allowed to remain in the
West by the misehievous  British  Govern-
OFf course ene offen hought as n nony
a little borse feal, hat that was the fault of
the buver who sucht to have known hetter

moent,

Uriin te aecept as & two year old pony a
six watiths ol foal, hut usunliy the genuine
pony was a wander. For wears, in our scheol
davs, we rode o Connemary pony and we
siilee anmimal ol the
spocies that could compare with him  for
cleveruess, cudurance, aad  sure-footedness,
He was 1ot

II{]\'G never sech o at

a comtfortable harse 1o ride over
a hank bt hie alwavs got there if left alone.
His sscents and descents were perpentivular
al abrunt, and disconcerting tooa ridie whe
did not know whnt lo expect,

doutile hanks, Blind lenees, foove siaies m

Singie e

gaps, and other pozeles tor distarh the
peace of mind of a yonne thorouenlyred indd
no terrors for him, and as far as we know
he reachod an Tonarably ald age without ever
falling or getting a et on hisc snows skin.
He was ne exceplion.  Many Ivishmen ean
remember ponies of the smne quality, quict,
playful, long-suffering, clear-eved animals
with ugly intelliceni heads that made friends

for them at once. lowever, we are wander-

A

ing away from the tinkers. We intended
to explain before losing cur way on the
side-issue of ponies why it is that tinkers
who are not unpopular have after ali so bad
# name that one calls others ““tinkers’ with
no intention of being complimentary. Well,
hero is the reason: One day when St. Pat-
rick was a slave in Ireland a wild bear root-
ing in a field tnened up a lump of gold, and
Patrick brought 1t to a tinker, and the
tinker saud: “IU's nething hul solder, give
it hera to me.”  Patrick did not helieve him
and brenght it to a smith, and the smith
told him it was gold, and with that gold
Patrick houghi his frecdom.  lwver sinee thol
day smiths Irave had luek and tinkers have

heen wanderors over (he faee of Feeland
knowing  ue rest, aud  evervman's hand

aainsl them,

Yain Reading

The nmind wmust nol he Kept in serious
the time.  Now and  fhen,
bended how, it mnsd be relaxed in

oceupation  all
like =

arder fo preserve its power, binong fhe

many wavs ol relaxadion isoveading Tisht

Ciie e
place, sueh reading s whelesame. that o
the right time and place such veading s

Hterature: and, thus, o its own

every whit as hod as oo realiissb on Uisy-

Gk, dees, and cheose alraws woridd he for
the healih of an average wan. Too  mueh

light reading is vain readhwg Above and
hevond all vain ix the veading of light. su-
perficial, emotional spiviteal beoks during
the time intended for real smiritusl lecture,
Golden vears aco, in o capeila an the Fxni-

line Hill,

test vehomently agrinst the Feelish, hvsteri-

wo lieard w Gorman sehola pro-
eal, sentimenial books of dovoticy that erept
i hotween readers of to-doy and the sonmd,
satid, edifying pages of men who had nat
their whole lives inte the hooks thes wrele,
Yes, rend about Deadwosd Dick or Sherleck
Holmes when vou bt Tor
all sort of “sokes dor’t orewd e ravings of

want relaxafien:

the Nun of RNemmare whon vou want snivi-

tual builaing vo. o hack Lo the old bonks
and the old writers and they will fearh von
1o live moere abundantly,  Bishon Hav, Bel-
le~ius, St Liguori, Searanwelli, a4
other old writers have eriv pagre
than vou will find in volumes of progoo dav
spiritualitv.  Aud 1 yon want reai spiritu
seienee with wever o ward wasted yoro mnst
stitl - faether  Dback--to
Aquinas, Seedus, or Lessins, People in 1his
country <o ot elfien delves inlo these old
suthors. Boed if they lonew more about them
thev nprobably would vewtiure.  So, without
apologies Lo anvhmdy, heve 1s the nlace to in-
troduce them. WFirst we shall take Cajetan,

nmae
mare 1

Uty Cajetan, Fago,

God’s Goodness to Creatures
Communichtion of selt fo others is a note
of gonidness. The higher the good the greater
the tendency Lo lift others to its level. Ged
heing iufinitely good is moved supernaturally
1o communicate lits gocdness, whicl s Him-

self, to creatures. How he does so Cajetan
tells us in few and pregnant words which
Ieave nothing unsaid and an inexhaustible
mine for meditation: — '
God communieates Himself to creatures,
(1) in the natural order, according to which
all ereated things in some measure share in
His likeness; (2) in & supernatural manner
whereby He eclevates intelligent ereatures
and enables them to have a higher share in
Ttis gootness, inchoately by graee, and con-
swmmately by the glory that is theirs when
they join Him in Heaven where they no
longer see Him as in a glass darkly but face
to face; (3) thirdly, by a wonderful personal
communication through whieh God unites
Himgelf to a creature and a Divine Person
exisig 1 both divine and hiuman natures in
('hrist made Man for onr Redemption.
To the modes of union deseribed so com-
pactly in that seutence. we can add one
otler, alter God bLad done all that
for. ereatures, someihing remained possible
for Christ. With the love wreater thau
which no Lath die died for us on the
Cross. His Death weant separation from
us, sl He did not wish to be separated.
Consequently, the nicht hetfore He suffered
He instituted the Blessed Eucharist through
whicl: He might not anly abide with us on

Fyven

man

oite alinrs, hii even hecoine the foed of our
U'nless vou cat the Flesh of the Son
of Man and drink s Blood vou shall not
Bave Hle o vou: ib was that wo mieht hasve
hite, sl abundanily, He came
carth,  Aud when feaving the ecarih He lelt
s His Body and Bleod {s he the food and
drinl whereby we mizht obtain and sustain
that Tife,

H‘.Jlll\‘

Hie 1
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ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS

R.P.5.—0ur illustralion was taken from a
pictnre postcard published from ihe (-
pheaps” Press, Rocludale, Fngland.

SALM. —For the information of our corres-
pendent and others interested, we reprint
the sxllabus for this vear’s examination in
Irish History :—The perind to he studied
witl he the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries, amd the opening of the uine-
teenth contury {o the time of the passing
of the Act of Union. Thus, the period
covers renghly iwe hundred vears. Tt em-
hraces many of the most important events
in the story of Ireland. TPupils will learn
of the appalling persecutions under the
Penal Tiawsg, and of the inhuman massacres
of Catholies, during the regime of Crom-
well, nt BDrogheda and Wexford. The gal-
iant figures of Owen Roe O'Neill and Pat-
rick Sarsfield marveh across the pages. How
Treland kept faith with England at Lime-
riek, and how England broke the treaty
“ore the ink wherewith twas writ was

will sink inte the memorics of the

voung.  They will follow the fate of the,

Wild Geese, whaose narrow graves were’

made by the hands of strangers on the:

““far, foreign fields from Dunkirk to BGI-Y

grade,”” where they fell in battle. The

immeortal story of Grattan's vietory, and
the shameful records of the treachery by
which England sccured the Union will ter-
minate the period, and in between these

dry,”
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