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The Danger to St. Paul’s Cathedral, London

™
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The dome of Si. Paul’s has heen officially
declared to be a “dungerous strocture” (savs
the Lendon Catholie Himes). The piers and
arches that support it have lans heew show-
ing signs of Leing overweinhied by the evi-
dence of ominovs cracks and stones foreod
oub of true alignment.  Wllorls have heen
for some time 1 progress to streaethen them
Iy foreing liguid eoncrete into the robhle
work ol theiv interier. hat oxperts are now
siresting  that not  effective, and
that eomnlite recomstruction of the plers
may be neeeseary.  The weighi they earry
is aboul 40000 Hons. includine the dome
itself, the evlindreien? shructure fram which
it rises and the Tantera To
many the sectional dingrams of the deme,

this is

an s samoait,

published in Al Fares and olher papers,
must have coime ov oo revelabion. for fow
realise that Wren's stately deme s, strictly

spealing, an architectural sham, The troe
dome developed From the arveh, and s n seli-
supporting ciecular vault, Ween's dmno, as
we see 1t towering over Landon. is o donte-
shapoed shell sunported by oo howe come of
brickwork risineg frany The civenlo hose of i
sub-structure, with o domed coiling coneenl-
ing this deviee ax seen from within ihe epihe-
1

dral. Al the ollier fanwons domes of fhe
world. from the Uoman Panilicon of chsie
days to St Perer's and dhe Cathedeal of
Floveuce, are {ove daines, aed coveral of s
(ncluding the ihree we lave nawnced) hnve
a wider span Lha that of S0 Poud's. One
may wonder why 0 was That Wreea, with

these examples Before him . desioned 1he com-

Cplicatedl struciore of 8L Panl's
the more heenuse o irne dens conld have
heen desiened  that would Tiave bhrovght
Jess crushing weight upom the piers.

denre—- il

Built for the Mass,

Ti is an interesting fact that it was not
upon Wren's original design that the new
Ste Paul's was built after the fire of 1666.
Tt one of his letters, written while he was
ongaved 1 his jmmense task of the rvebuild-
tng of central London, he remarked that ot
hard heen compiained that many of the parish
churchies Lo desioned fo replace those  de-
stroved by the Great 'ire were smaller than
iheir He that he hart
deliberately reduced their size and with good

predecessors. wrole

reasan.  Catholie chorches, e argued, were
Built for the Mass, nml it was sufficient even
for o larpe congregation 1o be present at ity
colechration, bui 1 Profestant churches the
moxd imporiant point way that the preacher
should be seen nd easily heard by all. Seo
e made bis parvish ehurehes halis of mode-
rate size and shnple ground plan. Obviously

this fumous builder of Protestant churches
Lad never heard of the “eontinuity”™ fable,
aund  Inily realised that the altar was the

condre of Catholic worship, while 1he reading

desto and ihe pulpit were the essentials of
When he set abont

desiznines the new St Paul’s his first pro-

1he mew charch service.
iho dome-
Jiall,
couhl aswenzhle on Siate oecastons, This was
K he substituted o
tdeston Toe o baldine on the general fines of
cathedral with

Pl W mtilding of o greal

erov el wiere o large congremition

ciedl by othe Kivg and

i

atholne

e "
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such s ploces for side altars el ehapels

that woere speless ina Protestant ehareh.

Tradition savs Chat 16 was the Oatielie Duke
of York. 1T,
ence decided the ehinnee of plaas his acthn

sltevwards James wirt e infln-
Being inwntred by the hove of S+ Paal’s hoing

anc by restored Lo Catlywie varship,

Wren’s Dome

(Fream the Londow Tedled for

Righily cscreising its funclion as primale
of the British press and gratefully remem-
bering that its own Iife bhas been lived nnder
the shadow of Wren's mighty pile, the Times
newspaper has opened a fund for repaiving
the piers and dome of St. Paul's Cathedral
At the moment of aur going to press, Lhis
fund already mwnounts to over £80,000, awd
it is still growing.  After the first spate of
aifts has abated, the fund will he swoellen
aver and over again by affluenls ol goner-
osity from beyond the seas, and we may take
it that the success of the appeal is assored.
As Englishmen, as Tondoners, awd as ad-
mirers of Wren's genius, we thank the Times
and we rejoice over the geuevosity of the
public.
 Whenever it is possible to do sn, Cathalies

Jeagerly associnte themselves with national
7 and imperial movements. The Great War
found us ready, and the bleed of our soms
was poured oui as freely as any. In all
charitable entorprises which are soundly con-
ceived and justly adnministered we take our
part; and if ever the part thus taken scems
to the Proiéstant public to be smaller than
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our muhers demand, 1118 Decause our nuns
aud other warkers are already covering much
thoroughiess
Some-
fnues. however, 1t ¢comes about that we can-
nut willl the majority of our fellow-
conntrymen moa puble cifort, simply he-
cause principles which we regard as sacred

cf the same ground, with a
wiieh moves non-Catholies Lo wonder.

juin

arg Involved.

{8t Paul's Cathedral is
Severnl readers of the Tab-
have asked whether they may properly

The restoralion o
& case in point.
{of
conlribute their guineas or their shillings to
the Times fund., on Lhe ground that SL.
Paul’s is net merely » Protestant place of
worship, with a DPean who minimises and
even denies soame of the major Christian doc-

irines. hut iz also one of London's chief

architectural glories, and a masterpiece of .

wsthetic inportance 1o the whole civilised

world,  Tn our opinton, Catholies are nol
justifiecd in sending money to this work.

That they should, as public-spirited eitizens,
contributo their fair share {owards preserv-
ing the monuments of the past and towards
enriching our towns and villages with new

- works of art, we freely admit.

“the penal Taws.

But surely
Catholics are doing this all the time; and
they will not be shirking their civie duty
by standing outside the movement for re-
storing 8t. Paul’s.  Crities who may be dis-
posed to challenge our argumeni should do
us the justice of reealling what Catholies
have accomplished since the abrogation of
Mostly from the pence of
very poor people, assisted by tho pounds of
old Catholie nobles and gentlefolk who had
heen nearly bled fo death by fines and con-
fisvations en accouni of their religion, the
Catholics of the nineteenth century gave
England hundreds of stately huildings, After
puiting aside the far too many gaudy statues
from inferior shops, the sacred vessels and
stained-glass windows designed by commer-
cialists, awd the meretricious altars in which
some of our people Lave delishted, there
remains a noble bulk of dignified and fine
work which has helped to set onr country in
the forefront of the decorative arts.  Our
Pugins have had worthy successors; and the
tradition goes on, nnder the enlightened
patronage of our hishops and with the seclf-
sncerificing aid of our people.  In comparison
with what Catholics have done, the wealthy
Noncontormist hodies make but a poor show.
There is, however, another ground on which
Catholics could, without shabbiness, claim
exemption from the Times appeal. The
Church of Fugland enjoys ihe use of many
stately catbedrals and Uwusands of massive
parish churches built hefore the Reformation
by Catholic hands, with Catholie money, for
ihe oxercise of the Catholie religion in con-
munion with the 1Hely and Apostolic Sce of
Rame., With admiration we grant that the
Anglicans of to-day arc most gencrous in
adding to the number of these buildings, and
ihat they have often shown hetter taste than
onr owu in furnishing and adorning them.
But they have had fo build hardly any eathe-
drals. Liverpool, with its Catholic architect.
is the only Angliean cathedral on a agrand
seale huilt since the Reformation, with the
exeeption of 8t Paul’s, which stands on an
old Catholic site and is partly constructed
of materiale from OId 8t. Paul’s, a vast and
famons Catholie temple. Sceing that we are
having to build, at the cost of painful and
heavy sacrifices, onr cathedrals and parish
ehuarches and abbeyvs and convents and school
houses all over again. we are not—it the
expressive word may he pardoned—halking”
anvbody by leaving Anglicans and Noncon-
formsits to repast Weon's Teme. Moecoer,
we are doing our bit towards the architec-
tural splendor of the metropolis of the Brilish
Tmpire by building Westminster Cathedral
and by enriching it with marbles and mo-
gaics whieh already rank amduyg the sights
of Tondon and are visited by hundreds of
thousands of travellers every vear. The city
has Wren's Dame, Westminster hins Bentley's
Campanile; and we must not be ealled mean
if we look after the Campanile and let non-
Cntholics ook after the Dome. In any
event, we should bave fo refuse to. take a
hand in repairing an auditorium for schis-
matical gatherings. But, in view of all we
have done and are doing in other wavs, it
cannol fairly be said that we are making a
theological excuse for unpatriotic meanness,
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