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SHE WAS MIXED.
During his visit to a village school a dio-

cesan inspector of religious knowledge put
this question to a class of little girls:

“If all the good people were white and all
the bad people were black, what color would
you be?”

Some answered “White” and others
“Black.” But little Mary replied : “Please,
sir, I would be streaky !”

• CHEAP ADVICE.
A prominent city man who is as mean

as he is wealthy is fond of getting advice for
nothing. Meeting his doctor one day he
said to him:
“I am on my way home, doctor, and I feel

very seedy and worn-out generally. What
ought I to take?”

“A taxi,” came the curt reply,”

THE TEACHER BLUSHED.
It was a lesson on punctuation, and Jimmy

was almost asleep at his desk.
‘Now,’ said the teacher, “if I say, £ J

must leave, as I have an engagement;
Bp the way, what is the time?’ I place a
' dash ’ after ‘ engagement,’ because the sen-
tence is broken off abruptly.”

At that moment she caught sight of Jimmy.
“Now then, Jimmy, you are not listening.

What was I saying?” she asked him.
“Please, Miss Smith,” said Jimmy, with a

start, “you were telling us you said ‘ dash ’

because your engagement was broken off
abruptly!”

SMILE RAISERS.
‘Hallo, Maggie How are you getting

on at school
“Fine. I’m in the best position in the

class.”
“Splendid! Top, I suppose?”
“No; right at the foot, near the hot-water

pipes.”

An absent-minded man was strap-hanging
in. a tramcar. He swayed to and fro, and
finally the conductor said to him: “Can I
help you, sir?”

“Yes,” said the man; “hold on to this
strap while I get my fare out.”

Reporter: “I’ve a good piece of news here
this morning. I found a person who had
been confined to one room his entire life.”

Editor: “Good. Send it up. Who is it?”
Reporter; “Why, a three-day-old baby

down at our house.”
*?

“Yes,” said the first boy, “the first cigar
I smoked cost 3s 7d.” .

“Whew!” said his companion. “Must
have been some smoke.”

“The medicine cost 3s 6d.”
«?

“The last time I was in camp,” said Pri-
vate Jimson, “the temperature on three suc-
cessive nights dropped to zero.”

“That’s nothing,” said an old soldier;
“that’s nothing.”

“What’s nothing?” asked Jimson, indig-
nantly,

“Zero!” .

Science Siftings
By “Volt"

The Deepest Sea,
-The discovery of a spot in the Pacific

Ocean, south-west of Japan, 32,636 feet deep,
will not greatly astonish oceanographers, for
the Pacific has long been known as the
deepest of all the great seas of the globe.

Nowhere else has any depth been reached
as great as 30,000 feet, but in the Pacific
as many as ten soundings have been made
exceeding that figure. In the Atlantic only
two places are known with depths greater
than 24,000 feet, the deepest being a spot
north of the West Indies, where the lead
found bottom at 27,972 feet.

“Pullmans” of the Air,
Not more than a dozen years ago an aero-

plane was a curiosity, and people would go
miles to see one.

It is a far cry from the crude models of
those days to the Rolls-Royce W 8 air ex-
presses which are now operating on the Im-
perial Airways winter service between London
and Paris.

Behind the pilot is a long, low saloon,
which has been fitted to be in every way a
counterpart of the most luxurious Pullman
carriage on the railways. Ample room is
provided for the accommodation of fourteen
passengers, and for each there is a comfort-
able, cushioned armchair.

Mahogany fittings, flower vases, mirrors,
shaded electric lights and draughtproof win-
dows all add to the comfort of passengers,
while an improved system of heating keeps
them warm. There is also a carpeted passage-
way up the centre of the saloon, and shelves,
containing books and periodicals, are within
easy reach. Those who make many journeys
to the Continent by air read just as much
as passengers who travel by sea or land.
The novelty of flying does not last very
long.

Weather Wisdom.
“Red at night is the shepherd’s delight,

Red in the morning is the shepherd’s warn-
ing.”

This is the old English rhyme, but the idea
it expresses is known in nearly every country
in the world. Even the ancient Egyptians
and Greeks had sayings similar to the above.
Furthermore, it is scientifically true. Red
skies are really weather forecasts.

If the atmosphere is clear in the evening
or morning the sun’s light is red, because the
blue, of which the ordinary white light of the
sun is made up, has been absorbed by the
great length of atmosphere through which the
slanting rays of the sun have to pass.

In the evening the rosy light of the sunset
illumines the clouds on the eastern side of the
sky. This shows that the clouds have gone
by and are taking the rain with them. Thus
we get red at night, indicating fine weather.
In the morning, the rising sun being in
the east, the light illuminates the western
horizon and its clouds, which are on their
■way to us. We need not be shepherds to
know that if the sky is red and dowering

in the morning we are in for a good “soaker”
before lunch-time comes.

A Wood Lighter than Cork.
“What is the lightest wood in the world?”

asked Edison in his famous questionnaire,
and few were able to answer off-hand. The
distinction of superlative lightness belongs to
a tropical American tree known as the balsa.
Its wood is lighter even than cork, which
is only a bark. “Balsa” is the Spanish word
for raft, and the tree was so named because
the Spaniards who conquered Central America
found the Indians using its rough-hewn
trunks for rafts. According to the botanists,
the balsa tree is akin to the mallows, the
hollyhocks and cotton.

Balsa is rapidly finding many commercial
uses. During the World War thousands of
mines in the North Sea were attached to
balsa floats. Its extreme porousness makes
it a most efficient non-conductor of heat, and
so it is being employed in the manufacture
of refrigerator plants. It is competing with
cork in many of the latter’s functions. As
in its normal condition the wood decays
rapidly, for commercial employment it has
been found necessary to treat it chemically
to preserve it.

“It is interesting to note,” writes R. N.
Davis, curator of Everhart Museum, :n
Nature Magazine, ‘that in the tropics there
are great extremes in the density of woods.
While we have no wood that will sink in -

water when seasoned, many of the woods of-'r"
the tropics have a greater specific gravity
than water when green. Among them are
the quebracho, ebony, and lignum vitae. In
our temperate latitudes the trees do not go
to such extremes. Our lightest wood is con-
sidered the arbor vitae, with a weight of
twenty pounds to the cubic foot, while our
heaviest is hickory, which weighs fifty-two.
(Water weighs 62.5 pounds per cubic foot).
Some specimens of the balsa weigh only.
seven pounds to the cubic foot, whilst some
of the heavy woods run into the eighties.
While there are extensive forests yet in the
tropics, the trees are either extremely light
and soft or else are very heavy and hard to
handle. The tropical forests are made up
of numerous species mixed together, and few
of the trees are adapted to general purposes
like our conifers and hardwoods.”
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