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Vatican Missionary Exposition

VATLED  EXIUBITS PRESENT VIVID

By the tine this appears in print (writes
a Rome correspondent to the Bosten Pilof,
under date January &) the opening of the
Vatican Misgioitary  ixposttion will be his-
tory, and as I sit here surrounded by huild-
ings seething with cleventh-hour activity, 1
try to aoticipate whuat the great exhibition
will mean for Cathelicism. '

The 1loly Father has just driven by a
few wvards from the China pavilion in which
I write aud has alizhted aud entered a near-
by dell cloistered with Ledees.  About two
years ago (Maveh 20, 1923}, the preliminary
meeting for the exposition was called at his
word, and a menth later, an April 24, he
gave the order to beoin,  Millious of lire
have heen expended on ihe project and a
large group of scholars and administrators
Lave wiven the hest portion of the intervening
two years te the innamerable details. Tlis
Holiness must feel gratified to sce the realisa-
tion of this effort to intensify the niission
interest of Christendons,

On December 21, his Holiness, aceonpaniied
by his Cardinals and the diplonatic corps.
entered the Exposition from the Vatiean. A
special door was prepared for him entering
on a vestihule contalning castings of all the
continente and leading {o

tie twentv-two
exhibit halls bevour,

Surmcunting ihe en-
trance 1y & hoge evoss with an ivery Corpus,
a gift to his MHoliness Pone Lea XTI

“The place of honor must be reserved for
the Ticad of all missione.” remarked  his
Grace Arvehhishop Mavehetii. who, as Secre-
tary of the Conprepntion of Proparanda, and
president of thie Txposition, has been an the
rounds for months frow morning until even-
ing directing the preparotions.

Roads Tradden by Qur Lord.

The Togical starting point for a tour of the
Fxposition is the Ilall of the Haly Land.
It you have the privilege of visiting Rome
this yesr make the first objeet of vour atten-
tion the large raised model of Palestine six
metres by three nictres o size, which lolds
the contre of this hall. Hlere vou nmay trace
the roads the Saviour trod.

IFrom Palestine one passes to the Hall of
Mission History,  Students of missions have
overseen jls preparation although they have
made un pretence at completeness. The
Christinn advance is divided into four per-
1ods: from thie Apestles to St Benedict : from
St Benedict te St Franeis of Assisi; from
St. Francis of Asmsisi to the discovery of
America; and the great period of modern
times.

Paintings of great apostles are on the
walis, charts give the story of the cenluries,
while olags cases contain valuable records.
The fultsize model of the remarkable Nes-
torian tablet of Si-Ngan-Tu, North China,
which was presented to the Vatican hy its
discoverer, is one of this hall's ohjects of
outstanding Tuterest.

If you would linger for a while among the
mountain peaks of the Church’s glory, pass
into the Hall of Mission Martyrs. No one
has ecounted Catholic martyrs, for no records

RECORD OF CATHOLIC ACHIEVEMENT.

except the Book of Life can give them all.
Here is a hall in commemoration.

Beautiful paintings, some from the Lat-
eran Galleries, 25 supplied by the Francis-
cans, and others from varlions countries of
Kurope, tell of torture, death, and glory. A
sculpture in the centre of the hall shows
Pope Gregory sending forth the apostles of
England and Germany. This work has just
been completed by an artist broughi here
by the Denedictines.  Glass cases about the
walls hold relies, instruments of torture, and
records of nartyrdoms.

Contributton to Knowledge,

A few steps will hring vou te an entirely
different phase of mission activities: The
Hall of Ethnology and Linguistics. This hall
reveals what missioners have contributed to
the world's deposit of knowledge. The hand
of scholars is evident here. Large display
cases contain carefully arranged specimens
and the walls are covered with charts and
diagramns,

Opposite the Vatican hall of entrance is
the Mission Library. This will be in every
sense a library and doubtless holds a special
measure of the affection of the Sovereigh
Pontiff.  Tiers of steel shelves enough 1o
acrommodate over 30,000 volnmes, are in
place, and glass-top steel shelves for valuable
wission book cxhibits promise to make this
the finest library of its kind in the world.
Thonsands of volumes have already been
gathered from c(very continent.

Beyond this hai are the mission ticld ex-
hibits. The Ball of Nortl: America 15 cer-
tainly « credit to the societies that planned
it.  Beautiful castings of great TIndian
chiefs and  basreliefs  of  Indian life
are some of the decorative fealures. A copy
of the siatue of TFather Margquette which
stands in the United States Capitol makes
a fitfing centre-picce.

The Hall of South America heids a com-
manding figure of Don Rosco. The Malls of
the Near Fast and India are crowds io the
very reofs with models, specimens, and splen.
did photographic collections, some of great
value and alt of interest to the Jover of mis-
sions and to the student of peop .

An Exposition eatalogue has beea preparcd
A monthly review will he publisned during
the Exposition under the direction of sehol-
arly editors and an official photoarapher will
make a camera record of the Expasition’s
treasures,

A Nogtable Painting.

The mission-field exhibits finish vhe first
group of specially consiructed huildings and
lead into the Cortile della Pigna, a court of
the Vatican Palace whielt the coming spring
will make a landscape delight and n which
are a group of native huts from far scat-
tered parts of Asin. Due to the uaforseen
extent of exhibits the Vatican Musen &
Chiaramonte has heen converted into the
Hall of Mission Institutes, and the Fevyntian
Museum holds for the year the TTall of
Europe, the Hall of Civilisation aud Pro-

gress, and the Hall of Mission Aid Sccictes.

We pass from the “Court nof the Pine
Cone” to a group of six pavilions devoted to
the maissions of Africa, Eastern Asia, :nd
the South Seas. Al of these halls wvere not
ready on the opeaing day, due io transpor-
tation diffienlties, but soon they were to hLe
groaning under trainloads of cases huilt v ith
incaleulable effort from the mission feida.
The exhibis of the Jesnits in the China
section alone filled forty great hoxes. The
Parishk Foreign Mission Soeiety has almost
400 cases of specimens  from forty fields
stretehing from the torrid to the Trigid zenes.

Returning to the entranee we find the Hall
of Medical Missions. Here agaim is the thor-
ough hand of the scientist with a story  of
acute suffering among unchristianised mil-
liqns and of loving devotion on the part of
missioners and nedical workoers.

Above the exit from the 1Tall of the Holy
Lard is a painting entitled ©J Passato
(resn,” ““Jesus has Passed.” The areat stair-
way of an Fastern street ocrupies half the
canvass. At one side of the stnirway 1Is »
group of people kneeline.  Jesuy hag passed
and left the impression of Mis life on them,
This is the lesson of the Fxposition.

HOTEL LEASE }OR SALE
Hotel in heart of City, great proposition;
Trade, abont £300 weekly; low rental; lease
5% wvears. Cash required about  £5000.
Further particulars to hona fide buyers with
owin cash.
J. D. Lynch (Managing Director),
MARK SPROTT & CO., LTD,

Phone 1740 Box 433. '
J. MeD. COLFMAN

AP A (NZ) ANZA A, ALANG.

Pablic Avcountant, Aaiior, Comnpauy

Secretnry! Lingutdutor, and Priviie Assip-
nee.  Auditor of Solicitors’ Trust Aecounts
by authorits of Solivitor General.

Il Shortws Bidgs, Queen St., Auckland,

Don't Waste Your Spare Time—
LEARN ENGINEERING BY POST

Torn your idle, spare hours into profit.
Study Engiucering in your own home with
Bower's Engineering Postal Course.  Com-
plete instruction in Marine, Klectrical, and
Stationary Engincering,

Interesting Text Books nnd Diagrams pre-
pared for each lesson. ’

Students coached for Government Cer-
tificates.  Bower’s is oldest established Tn-
gineering School in New Zealand, also lest
record of passes,

Free Prospectus on application.

Bower’s Engineering School

(Registered under Marine and Edueation De-
partments since 1915).

Prineipal: James W. Bower, Cortified Mining
and Mech. Engineer, with 24 yeara’ Ex-
perience in coaching.

135 FLETCHER’S BUILDINGS,
22 CUSTOMHOUSE QUAY,WELLINGTON,

Darby & Hannon, Ltd.

Decorative Work.

Workmanship Guaranesed.

PAINTERS AND PAPERHANGERS for Artists’ Materials
and Wail Papers, ete. Estimates supplied for all classes of
Telephono 571,

Box 171.

New Plymouth

DEVON STREET,




