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The Japanese and their Dead

Protestantism would cut us off from our
dead ruthlessly, telling us that to pray for
them, cven to imagine we can help them, is
superstition. Catholics know that the dead
are not separated from them and that in
the Communion of Saints there is a bond
between living and dead that will last until
all are united at the end of the world, How-
ever, Catholics as a rule are apt to be too
unmindlul of {heir duties to the dead, and in
this respect they might awell profit by the
example of the Japanese, whose feeling for
their dead is a wonderful thing. Tateadie
Hearn says:

It in o feeling of grateful and reverential
Tove.  EL is probably the most profound and
pawerful of the emotions of the vace—ihat
which especially directs national life  and
shapes national character.  Patrictism h_(‘—
longs to it TFilial plety depends upon it
Family love is rooted in it. Logalty is haseld
upon it. The soldier who, to make a path
for his comrades throngh the hattle, delibe-
rately Hines away his life with o chout of
Teilohn the son or daughter whi
unwurionring swerifices all the happiness of
perhaps, ol an ande-
parent: Lhe partisan
family, and fortune
verbal prowise wade

manzar !

existenes for the sake,
serving or even cruel
who gives np friends.
rather than break the
in other wvears lo a now povertyv-stricken
master:; the wife wha ceremoniously robes
Twerself in white, nlters a prayer and thrusts
a sword into her thraat {o atone for a wrang
done Lo strangers by lier Tinshand,—all these
ohey the will and hear the approval of -
visibie wituesses,  Fven among the seeptical
students of the vew generation, this feeling
survives many wreeks of faith, and the old
sentiments are still uittered: » Neover must
we eawse shame Lo our ancestors™; “it 1y our
duly to give honor 1o onr ancestors.”

If We Remembered

“Were there suddenly to arvise within us,”
Hearu goes on, “the absolute certainty that
our dead are stilt with us,—sceing every ael,
knowing our every thought, hearing every
word we utter, able Lo feel sywmpathy with
ey or anger against us, able to help us, able
to love us and greatly wecding cur love - -it
is quite certain that vur conceptions of Tife
and duly would he vastly changed, We
should have o recognise our obligatinns to
the past tn a very solewn way, Now, with
the muan of the Far Fast, the constant pre-
sence of the dead has been a matter of con-
viction for thousauds of vears: he spenks fo
them elaily; he trics Lo give thewm huppiness:
and, unless a professional criminal, he never
quite forgets his duty towards them, ¢ Nao
one,’ savs Hitata, “ who constantly disclmrzes
titat duty will ever bhe disrespectiul to the
gods or to kis living pareuts.
will also he Toxal to his friends. and kind apd
gentle ‘with his wife and children: tor the
essence of this devotion is i tealh #lial
piety.) . .. The Janunese ever think of an
ancestor as having become only a memory,

- there dead are alive.”

Suell o man
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We ioo have the certainiy that onr dead
live. But unforiunately cur conviction lacks
reality, 1 we are asked do we helivve, wo
unhesitatingly say we do; bui if anybody
observing us withont bias were asked if we
believed he would say he did not sen fany
great reason o think so, at least us far s
the practices of most of us go. Ouy Leliot
it the Communion of Saints, like so many of
our beliefs, badly needs  trentnient- —{:r‘r';‘.!.-
ment by praver and weditation on the Luer
Things.

“The Book of Worder”

The publisiters of ““Ilie Moders
have included in ileir Hsl Taowd ruars:
Book of Waudee, The volume s prihilished
at 83 cenis. The new puldivition will hiely
to make known (o l
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aowider eivele of vendors
the mogic, singing. delieate prose of 1he
head of the House of Plinket.,  Here onee
mare is the enchantment of those cilier werke
of his that liave fallen juio onr hands, o
sages like the following are stamoed with his
cenmus and ag nnmistakable as lines of Sanio
or Vergil ;

ARG many were moved fo atgeer, T iy
loped  for sawe Wowdy quest: Lt .
fords chamberiagy sl ws they i {ered
among themselves in o far '];li‘i'.‘(’}lt] ol 1he
clamber, that e auest wow ord wnd i
for that {f ¢hp catthl eyver .
also Tove,
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They liad known her all ey ohil
kood: she Bad never sighed,

Mauy men
she  soen,

sititors ad conriiors, 1ol
never turned her head after mne weul by,
Her _]i(‘;miy was as s as cinsets of Biifer
evemngs when all the warl] i frove, g
der and i, She wios e o sitn-sdrteken
v:mnlt:n'n uplified alone, 41 Bemad ilul with
e a desolate and lopely radiznee jois o)
evening far up hevond the comforiahl. \\'f'l‘iill)
not quite to he companioned Jie ) .
the doom of ] -
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ine sinrs,

' e mnuntaineer.
T the valloy Beygnd Milenn {1
warden of

! wre lies n
} 2enples. il where (e pesnies”
weads are al L-sWhIE wilh wy :
that go un e valley the
strown with ceonn
smmit the hirds
Um% lics in the valley of e wnpden anl
hehind them e the
shadow as far oy the e
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Ve sireaming 1o the jale
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st sending Sidong ',

eo ol the 15k
' axt slel Ay
down the bath of wmany oeenn hells wlhon

they hegin to aleam in the SUIL, OV ORy Miori-

e walks an aped man elad in o wiliion ol
witl strange Jorviees A little i(‘n:"lp
u"hvr(\ the old man jives stamds gt 1‘11(‘70[;’('“
of the path. Nope worslin there, for 71;—
nadhu, the ald nrophiel, ath "
to walk mingng bis Boppes.”

'I‘IH'-L.‘E‘ Trishmen i recont times have had
ihe.\ gifl of agie nrose,  You find it il.l
Wilde’s plavs and in his “De Prafindis,
Padraie Pearse, wham Maxwell Killed beeasse
he loved lis country, had it too—ihere are
bages 1 his plavs that move the sonl like
fuiey musie. Dunsany is the last of them
and without a rival in his own sphere. They
are examples of what cun be done witl the

Waveirn,

forsaken yuen

Fnelish lsngunge when the Celtic magie s
added to Saxon at its best. Do npot forget
that when Dunsany was asked the secret of
hig sivle he said that his mother made him
reazl the Bille o4 o hoy and forbade him to
e the daily papers. The infinence of the
Hide is pinin 0o his paoes: and to s Tsweel-
vess aud Jiehy he oadds the  true  Celtic
glamor.  In the works of English  writers
there siands slone bub one passage that can
compare wilh the prose of the Trishmen. In
that description of Monna Tiasa, which you
will dind i DPeier’s Rewnnissance, there is
the same inefiable churm, the snme mastery

nver itle words.
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RIFCT RS o were speopse] Tyl Senior
Corade, Flrien 610 Intermedinte.—
I HEBUE Hrown 99: Mallie ()'Mallex
IR e 97 Blen Hrown 87, Pre-

: v arel Prawn 920 Miss Annie
Moulireoor posaed (e Pablie Service Exam-
Becion, ooed Mie Mary 3eade was steeessfnl
anivation.

Pooo e ol Bove Brether Migging was
cnntted Trom 4hose constitut-
et cemmiitiee af the (hristian Brothers'
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Feethall Sl given in our
wirk's ingue,

Johm J. Nronan in this
it he has commenced business as
adnad peent in Dunedin.

Allouners
Paothe
Mr. Noonan was
chueniond ot the Clirkting Brothers’ School
d Tve atwave faken n prominent part in
Catholic aclivitiee,. We are pleased to seo
crr verng men hvaneliing ont for themselves,
A trust fhat fheir Fellow-Catholics will,
wherever pwssible, render them assistance.

The Christinn Rrothers” wish to thank the
Eind [riends who bave helped them recently.
Dunedin Cathelics ave always prompt to
assi<t tho Brothers in their nceds, and the
Brothers ascure them that their Zenerostty
T ureatly =11)])-1'or‘iaiod.

Yeve Brother J. P. Doenan, Assistant Lo
tho Superior-Gencral of 1he Christian Bro-
thers, retiirnod o Sydney last week. Te had
heen some time staving with the loeal com-
munity. We was much impressed with our
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also the Famoub Stetson.
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