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Yesterday, with some other clergy from
under the Souihern Cross, T walked throngh
the Coliscum, aeross the Farum, and aver
the Capitol. Classical students will not need
reminding of all the history that s packed
into that arca. On the sammit of the
Capitol 1s the glorious equestrian figure of
“the good Emperor,” Marcus Aurelius, 1lis
position is symbaolical, for he has his back
to the riins and his lace towards modern
Rome, Near him is Rienzi, the great Tri-
bune, and if you turn fo the righi or left
you will find in the gulleries immaortal statues
and pietures that money could not purchase.
Indeed, in every gallery in Rome ithere are
several such treasures. Aud one can but o
quictly and spend a short time studving a
few of the works of tlie great masters. Some
peopla make the mistake of frving to see
too much, with the resnlt that they remem-
ber nothing,

After the Epiplany T took my New Yea-
tand friends Lo the Castelli Romani, ag the
towns i the Alban ITils are called, We
went first (o Uengane and saw Lake Nemi,
returning to Albanc. throngh Ariceia. At
Albane we elimbed the hill to the road hy
the Lago di Albane. and then walked round
by Castel Gandolfo and Marine to Grotta
Ferrata. Tt was a clear winter day, and only
that the woeoeds were sombre it was ideal for
seeing the magnificont seenery all along 1has
lonely road. Below was the Campaena. Be-
yond it lay Rowe, while, farther out, was
the blue of the Mediterranean. Qur way
lay througl Immemorial groves of alives,
¢lexes, and elms, and al every slep we g0£
new views of the lakes and mountains, and
of the quaint old towns perched on the
summits,
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The Irish College flourishes under the
paternal rule of my dear old friend, Mou-
signor Hagan. It is a home for ail the exiles
from Erin in Rome, They drop in for din-
ner or for afternoon tea, and they are always
welcome. T havo said Mass several times
in the old clturch which I learned to love
in my student years. I have walked among
the corridors and seen agein the portrait
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aalleries of the great Trish charchmen whoe
sraduated 1in my dear Alma Mater, since its
loundation in 1628. Li is all a vite nuova.
The past iy alwavs present in Rome, and
time is nothing.  And everyday 1 repeat

,willy Goethe:

Fove Welt gar List du, O Iom!

St. Brigid’s (El;urch, Feilding

LAYIXNG O FOUNDATION STONT. BY
ARCHBISHODP REDWQOD.

Mis Graee Archbishop Redwoed, 8.M., head
of the Catholie Church of New Zealand (savs
the Feilding Star ot the 2nd inst), yester-
day laid the {oundation stone of the new
chureh, which is being buili in TFeilding.
IPather Cghill, parish priest, presided at the
gathering, which, in spite of the threatening
weather, was a large one.

The new chureh 1s being ereeted on a site
at the corner of Derhy
Sireets, Tt is of ferro-concrele, of orthodox
style, and when finished will bhe the most
imposing sacred edifice in Feilding.

[father Cahill, in his opening remarks,
said his first duty was to thank Almighty
Gacd for having given them a fine afternoon.
He then gave a financial statement covering
the scheme for the erection of the new build-
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g, sayig llow necessary the finances were

in such & proposal. About five years age a
resident died, after having made provision
in his will for a sum of £800 to he given
towards the cost of erecting a new church
building. This gave the people & start, bub
ovidently the architect had been misled re-
garding the financial ability of the people,
for when he (the speaker) came here two
years ago he found that the plans Liad been
prepared for a building to cost £15,000 or
£16,000. This was unreasonable, and the
pveaple were most discouraged.  They had
altogether £3400 in hand then, and he urged
them to raise £1500 and a friend of the
parish would give £50¢ if they did so. Im
a sustained cffort they had raised £1503, so
that now they had £5500. e had had plans
prepared for a building within the means
of the people and suitable for their require-
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ments. The architects had prepared a beau-
tiful plan, and the contractors were carrying
out the work in n very capable way, putting
much more into it than they were required
hy the terms of the contract. I'ather Calill
warmly praised the overseer, the foreman,
and the workmen employed on the building.
Thanks were due to his Grace the Archbishop
for coming to Feilding to lay the foundation
stone. In the Archbishop they had the old-
est living consecrated Bishop in the whole
Catholic world. IFather Cahill also thanked
the Mayor for atiending and promising to
speak at the gathering. Mr. Tingey's name
appeared on the foundation stone as Mayor
of Feilding, a compliment which the speaker
desired to pay the Mavor. :

iIis Grace Archbishop Redwood read the
offices of the Church appointed for the cere-
mony and laid the foundation stone.

Speaking to the gathering lLe was (he
said) proud to be present io lay the founda-
tion stone of such a beautiful building, which
wag an ornament, yet solid and dorable. Tt
was a monument io the faiith, devotedness,
and generosity of the people. The Church
was the great centre and source of true
Christian life. She was to continuc the work
of Christ. Christ came as the Saviour of
men to teach us our duly to our fellow-men,
to ourselves, and to God. We were here
to save our immortal souls. That was the
main husiness of our life—mot money-malk-
ing and the pursuit of an easy wayv of liv-
ing. Man was here to believe what Christ
teaches and to obey His commandments. In
the Church they would receive the means of
grace to help them to carry out the com-
mands of God—healtl for the mind and
strength for the will, This Church was to
continue the work of Christ. The world was
forgetting the commands of Qod. Tt was
drifting back te Neo-Paganism. Tt Lad
recently heen said of ¥ngland Ly an ob-
servant man that not one person in five
thought of God, and his Grace believed he
might say the same of New Zealand. If
the white people lost their knowledme of
God, in what way were they superior to other
races? They wounld lose their superiority.
The Church was to carry on the work of
Christ in teaching the people the truth of
GGod. Ho was glad, then, to Iay this founda-
tion stone of a huilding which would be the
centre of worship and teaching for them
and their children’s children,

Mr. J. 8 Tingey (mavor) said he noted
with pleasure the fact that TFather Cahill
was taking a personal part in philanthropic
and public affairs in Feilding. To the Cath-
olic community of Feilding it was a matter
of congratulation that thev were so near the
realisation of their hopes in having this
Church building erected, and on having his
Grace Archbishop Redwood present to lay the
foundation stone. It was to be a church of
beauty and substance, & monument to the
faith of the Catholics of. Feilding. In New
Zealand there were various religious faiths,
but not a State Church. That was good.
It meant that the adherents of each faith
had themselves to find the means for raising
their own buildings, they had to make the
sacrifices necessary. This the Catholics in
Feilding had done, and they were to have
a beautiful church. He congratulated them.
(Applause.)
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