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o+ Curt stares at them as if ke had seen two
“ ghosts,  The guard pusses by, ansd, remen-
)_wring hine as the traveller who bad given
‘him su penersus @ presend, Teels drawn to o
little conversation.

“Handsome lady that, sir, ain’t she? She's
quite a celebrity, too, at the Karsten Cireus.
Her father arrived yesterday by an extra
trawm; but perhaps vour Excelleney waonld
take a cup of coffec, as the morning is na-
“common fresh#” he added, looking at Curt's
pals face, i

The man is right, Card s shivering rem
Thead 1o foat, but he rehises to take ansthing
and sinks back in his seat, as 1 decidedly
disinelined to carrsving on Ahe conversation.
The puard, who feels particulavly chally and
amiable this morning, is chliged Lo fook ot
for some wmore cheerfully-disposed Cravellor,
oA last Curl is alove.
havimge speat these oz hoars with i The
womenl God  had them in
which to clear up every deubl s now Jrre-
trievably past.  One ward nnght buve saved
them, and neither spoke it

She s gone, after

perlams seud

“Nora! Noral!” e now cries mowild de-
sparir, coverimg his face witl his hands, 20,

why did you not give me thai look a second
carlter*” and i the aweny of his gricl, re-
membering et b is too lates all his horiced
love lives in him again and tortares him.

The day 1s advavced when the train stops
at the station Curt is to et out at. Lilv's
start footman is already awaifing the frav-
eller on the platform, lat it Band, and Teads
It at oney 1o the carriage.

Flhe sun is shining on the neatest possible
aetipage, so bright and clean. that v quite
dazzles one, and the little ponies toss about
their heads with
much ax to Sav e
the “world, people
pretey!”

A coquettish wagring, as
I there s baste deft
must think us remarkably

But Curt is 10 vo mowd for admiring
thing, and he throws Timself, tired aud ex-
Lhiausted, inio the veliele with as little ado
¥ 1 ib were o ennmen fiy) aad elosing his

HN-

eyes, lie does ned even hestow a look ol {lie
grecn meadows or upon the fine house which
oW rises Jn so stately a manner before him,
amidst the luxutious trees of its heautiful
park,

Lily has already usked hersell ten times
the swne two questions to-day: Wil he
cowe?  Will lie not come?”  She had oftea
peeped aut of the window opening upoen {he
pathway whicli leads up to the house. like
Nister Ann, to see whether auyone is coming.
Now, at last. the rolling sound of wheels
upon the bridge announces that her pruoest
has at last arrived.  She hastens to her draw-
ing-room in order to receive im with all the
dignity of the mistress of the house.

The mixture of reserve and of intense jov
depicted on lier face are really very hecoming
lfut, alas, it is ouly the footman who enters.

The count’s compliments, and he hegs to
be excused from appearing to-right.  He las
heen obliged to go to his room, fecling 1oo
exhausted to presert his homave ol unee,
after the fatume of a long journey, 1o
hopes to be alle lo come dowu to-morrew.”

Lily’s face sinks to zero, for hope deferred
maketh the heart sick. But what is Lo be
duite ® :

CHAPTER

SThaole was an

NVTITL.
uncomuwnty  sitteadl com-
panioi, wpon oy word oo llered ol P
i, ler Lal
down o the carriage by the side of bher young
Dear old Hanwah! she had  re

wained faithfal 10 the divector, awld seconi-
panicd Nora everywliere: {aling eave o her

rubhing sleepy eves, as <he

nislross.

lyzel i e
“Nora I"m

sheadded onsionsly,

s devoledly now nx she done

hev chirldhood.
sure you're shivering,”

davs of Aoy !

pudling up e corvinge-rug in order Th eovere

ber commpletely with it > Thad 20l comies of
racing ahout ihe world, and trecine da
il nighl as we dos Thond Gol b owe w30

stay here some tine al least U 3y 0l Do
cantn haeredle pond e with 20, aned U siee vonr
NOrHE ones canvol gbooso eitler) Wil

o o lierself, as she now wilh some dillicaity

'
ikt

gol dowu from the earrivee which b ST
ped at one af the best hotels,
Tl wenfteman wio had nuel

Norvaoal

stitbiog was dikewise there (o reeejve Lot

ot
[NBER

SThe divertor arrived s
ported, -
alter o-morrow,
Miss Noea™

Nova did nol seem i hear L

(TTER T IR IR T

Fverstitioe s fised Tor ihe dav

unless yonr are too 1ireel,

ad only
nodded stientlv, without Cakine sy Turt)nes

natice ol hin.
SNheTs

nigracions " mattered Baondolio,
BlLosimspect youre o lidtde oo el ~noilt,
young lady!t You'll have 1o et oni of the
wan ol that, 00 F e wot el mistakon

Bt now T think of it the verng ceitleman
who foaked out of 1he carcinre window hopre
ogreat resemblance to the count.

I Topee
W rendesorons!

Ttewever. it doesn’t mueh
watter, she may do what she likes, oo firfti-
bt

it a hurey!

deanie, waorn 't

she ot i hack acain
Socthat’s the reason why ounr
Young duchess wis xo Welll
Never wmind ' We ean owait, and settle onr
acconnls a Titte Tater onl ha added, EBrug-

n sardanically. and colering (he

nneracions !

dining-
reont i order fo o drown by Bilge L snir s,

OId Tannal hiad already wrennped Nora's
raon as comforlably as she need Lo do her
mother’s iy davs cone by and now, sniontli.
ing out 1he white pillows, she drew tie wine
dow-curtains, and Browght her u com ot
dressing-gown  in res{ after her
Nora liad submiinoad (o
passivelv,  and  lav extended
speechless upon the sola. Old Hannal Tooleed
at hers and shook her head deprecatingy,

“This restless lite will kil her, inst oas it
did her mother,”
ont.

hle
which o
fatizuing journey,

overvihiog

she muttered ax she went
“Yes, wves, kill hers T osay, were she jen
Linies s strong! Poor, andsone sy 170
Nora was alone, and complete rost had fol-
fowed the well-nigh endless motion. 1t she
hardly  realised e difference : evervihing
seemed still to he puiling and blowine, rsh-
ihg and roaring in her hrain, and to e hunl-
ing her Lo death.
her. so cold, so mule. so fnunimale! B

She =aw him sl Tietore
Tyenel

“heen a dreadful night, wid the storm of thase

houes appeared to have aruihilated Tier hoor,
sullering heards "Three vears had pasesi by
that fiest appearance in Aho cipens,
aller whicl she had dane thus hroken Jdowi.
then, as now, by greal plivsical and moral
exertion,  Sivee then lier veputation had
spread far and wide v all the towns on (he -

Continent, and Landolfe's ecaleulations had

sihce

o ——

e et mme e

ro fuwr been erowned by completo. svceess.
Flev Beaity and her tadent lud worKeds wens
dor, e A he ddivector might well Fe 1i1§ased.

Po ber sond, weanwhile, o reagtion hall
gradiaily taken vlace, for we poor mortald
are alike onable to remain for ever in the
Jenths of woe or ou the pinnacle of Jjoy.
In ihe place of an wrreveeable fact, we aro
venerally vistted by o cerfain inwaed tran-
gquilliby —atl the more so whew this fact Lrings
wiih it artive and busy lite which re-
uires eoptinmn bodily fatiegue. The latter
dteleed the best remedy nguinst the mind's
Ners's m ilsell was
one which she Hked, and as she did it well
pleasuro in
vidoally hecome used to the

sieh e, ueeliialion
sie enudd et belo Teehng some
1. Shie T
parhlie, and 1is

apulanse did not move her
more o ihe sidden cessation of 11 would
I her.  She acenstomed
to sueh homages and accepted il sy wn wn-
tlerstoed Thinge, '

astonixshed Wik

e Tather hud tricd to soaree lier l'('P]in.gS'
el as lie possildy could. She was never
Feveedd o nns with the rest ol the company,
e, in any combined or
representation. She oalwuys ap-
preaved ab hiv sides displaving her skill 3o
vidditer, or shewites off the paces ol some new
hionse,

She certainly W thonghl, when st she
apicored in publie, that she wonld never Lo
alile o besr it- that she wonld die from ihe
pain ol hnmaliition and of lest Tove—ut one
dees mat div so easilys There was steel in
her Blocd, <teet in her wmind, which eansed

never toak part

Fheatrie:d

her mnwitlingly to raise her head onee more,
Fovding how wreat was the saerifice she Tiad
wade Feeling ol veace, Tor she had been
viseliish. 16 had been until new her ;;I‘(‘:l-t
obyeel io rewmain apon this pedestal of self-
respesi il ol conviction that she was wor-
thy of Cnet's estecn, ‘
The siwhi of ber wnopened jetter had in-
tecd smitton Ler as with dagrer, but at,
thal fime she wad almost meapable of {éel-
i anvihing vere peitlelv—Tlier feclinmey being
yuite henumbed be 511 the anpaish she had
gone Throwed. She did not even recopnise
hix Landwriting, so changed was it, and the
cnvelope was 50 covered by stamps and posi-
marks Ahat <he fancied, perhaps, the lelter
had never reached him.,  She put it ecarc-
fully away just as it was, =0 that she might
one day let him read therein of all the deep
sorrew which alone enuld justifv Jier in his
eves. Her Tifed doo, waould he o instification .
—eslie lived quietly

and gravely, away from
the noisy pustimes,

even from the innocent
ones, of e peeple who surrounded  Ler.
Wherever she went, she was pursued by the
chnoxions admirativn of young snen,  She
found adimirers in every rank, and lier step-
mother sssured her over and over again that
she need anly raise her little finger in order
to have ten connts ag her feet, iustead of
the letthless one she chose 1o pive for, '

But Nora only shook her head silently when
stich specehes were made Lo Iter; 'she never
received any of their {ukens of admirition,
nor did ever an cneouraging leok [all upen
ARy aspirant,

The yonng men asserted ihat the proud
Amuazen never touched any of the i)ouqlll;atS or
ol the wreaths which fell at her feet,. The
clswns generally picked them up, and, with
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