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Current Topics

Business Is Business

According to a report in Leaves of Heal-
ing, Rev. W. G. Voliva, leader of tlie Dowie-
ites, expects the millennium to arrive almost
imwediately, if not soonmer. Aunyhow, it is
set down as the next great event, and seven
vears later Christ will appear for the great
settling-up.  Mr. Voliva is quite definite on
the subject; the world has run the length of
its tether, and it must now listen acutely
tor the sound of the drums of doom. On
aunather page of the same paper, however,
the rev. gentleman advertises real estate in
the Dowieite colony, all of it to be had on
leases whiel run for a period of eleven
liitnelred vears.
cnemies may wrge against him, they cer-
tainly cannot weeuse him of being a senti-
mentalist where real estale iy concerned,

The Church and Salvation

Recently an Anglican journal took Dean
Inge to task far his wild and senscless at-
tacks on the Catholic Churcl:, comparing
this West Tud Divine to an ordinary Low
Clrurch ranter. Flhe Dean gives further Jus-
tification fur the comparison by lis late
ottthurst on the Dark Apes, concerniug which
it is clear that his own mind is indeed he-
Aighted. That an educated man could utfer
sieh nonsense as this Anglican dignitary
writes aud speaks would he unintelligible if
experience did net teach us that bigotry
males the uwnfortunate people afflicted by
it almost insane.  Another instance of this
is Turnished by General Booth. who is re-
ported by the War Cry as saying that “the
Roman Chureh™ damns every human being
who is net subject 1o the Pope.  As it s
almost ineredible that a person deemed suffi-
ciontly responsible to he allowed fo wander
around without 2 keeper could have said
such u thing, we give lis own words as
guofed by the Salvation Army organ: —
“The astonnding claim  of the Lamheth
Bishops awd their Sub-commitiee, that those
mily are redeemed who belong to a visible
Chureh, aud a visible Chureh ministering
twa saeraments, thus shutting out the Salva-
tion Army and the Society of Friends, to
sav nothing of others—is equalled in my
iwlement only iy the claim of the Roman
Catholie Chureh, first promulgated in 1300,
and veaffirmed in 18710 Thal claim reads:
CWe declare, affirm, define, and pronounee,
it i s altogetlior necessary too salvation
frr every biman erealure to he subject 1o
the Rowan Pontiff” Tt will not be hy such
miserable exelusiveness that the Kingdom of
Chvist will he extended.””  Nonsense of that
kind anly exposes to the ridienle of people
ol common seuse those who utter it. On a
e with such hallueinations are the efforts
af o baser {ype of bigot to make their dupes
helieve that Cathalics take all sorts of wild
and wicked oaths., Old Iadies of both sexes,
st home and abroad, supply the funds for
the printing of leaflets containing hogus Sinn
Fein Oaths, Kanights of Columbus Oaths,
Priests’ Qaths, Hibernian Oaths, and goad-

s anly knows how many other varietics
of aaths.

Whatever clse Mr. Voliva's.

~eontrolled in ihe heginning.

Contemptibie Methods

Most of us remember that such methods
have been used with deadly effect against o
Catholic statesman more ithan once, and it
is certain they will be used by similar cou-
temptible fighters in the future. That at
the present time a campaigh of this kind is
in progress in Tamgland is clear from the
following extract from the Cathelic Times: —
“A lenflet, well printed on geod paper, hut
without any impriut on it, is being eircu-
lated in Liverpool. It purports to lie the
“Qath of the Kuights of Columbus,” an
American Catholic organisation which did
siuch wonderful woerlk during the Great War.
Tt 1s such a farrago of nonsense and stupidily
that it ought to deceive no one. Still; as
people are found to heileve at This day thal
Catholics warship idols, there are some who
may ihink that there is somethine jn it
Tt did service in Ameriea 1ill one David .
Gordon was unwise enough {u publish it in
Iis wmagazine, Fhe Crusader, st the same
time mentioning a mewther of the Wnighls,
one David Supple.  He was forthwith arres-
tedd om a charge of cervinvnal Tibel, tried in
the Superior Courd of San Fraveiseo, anil
convieted.,  On apneal the conviction  was
afirmed by the Appellate Conrl. The oath
as printed i the leaftet ix a copy of the one
which was printed in Tie Crusader,  We
would he glad to learn if any of our readers
have come across the leaflet in cirenlation in
other districts,  One wonders wlat political
cr supposed religions motive the cireulation
of sueh a senevy bibel iy intended Lo serve
at this fime”’

The Problem of Crinie

A overy strang effort is hemng
dure  Govermaents to
pativits,

made to in-
{reat  eriminals as
Needless to sav thal effort comes
from those who ave loast qualified to express
an opinionr upon such a complex guestion
as that of the soul’s relation to the hody it
inliabits.  Their reasouing, where it is not
transparently  feolish, is  pamfully super-
ficial. 1t is depressing to hear people who
claim to be cducated advaneing  shallow
reasons in support of a thing and ignoring
the fundamental {tratls wlich at the
root ol it,  So-called experts in crime arc
now Lakking about the “Trresistible Tmpulse,”
which, they hold, relieves the eriminal of
responsibility  for Lis  wrovg-doing. Sich
nonsense Ieads straighl, fo the denial of a
doctrine that is of fundamental importance
in religion as in psvehologv—the freedon: of
the will,  An English Catholic physician re-
cently  discussed  so-called  irresistible  im-
pulses from the Catholic standpoint.  After
cxplaining the ifesistible impnlses in insane
people, he went on to show that if normal
persous would closeTy analyse their desires,
they would find that what was called an
irresistible impulse was merely the eulminai-
ing point or elimay in o chain of causes Hhat
fed wp to the said impulse. In plain terms,
an irresistible impulse in a normal person
is merely an impulse that could have heen

It stands to
reasow tlal if a person nurses a desire for

lic

a thigg unlawful and allows that desire to
dominate him, then when the opportunity
of fulfilling that desire presenis itsclf,- he
will prolably yield to the temptation and
scizo upon the object of lis desire.  The
seresistible impulse, therefore, in most cases
is simply the resull of failure 1o resist temp -
talion in its first stages.

Occasions of Sin

If men, says o Catholic exchange, would
study ihe apc-old dociriues of the Church
about temptation and occasions of sin, thero
would be no need of inventing a theory of
“irresistible impulses.”  With the wisdom
of Ltwenty ecnturies of experience to supple-
ment the teaching which she received from
lier Bivine Master, the Clhurch has warned
Ler children to shun the oceasions of sin, to
resist temptations in thetr beginnings, and
to pray for Divine grace to strengthen their
wills.  "Phe roob cause of all sueh modern
theories concerning the nature of erime lies
it a materfalistic philosophy of life, whieh
traces all evil to physienl enuses and ignores
the spiriteal element in man.  Materialists
and determinisis arbitrarily set  down  as
irresistible predetermining causes of moral
evil, natural forces or influences which are
merely hindranees to virtuons action. Nat-
wral  dempernment,  inherited dispositions,
vicious envirenment, may incline the will to
evil, but they can never rob it of its native
independence.  Cathetis teaching recognises
these influences and allows for them. But
it also teacles that in Divine grace, which
fiod gives in sufficienry to overcome theso
tendeneiss, an has the corrective and do-
sfrover of such impulses, More attentinn tn
old-fashioned teachings of morality and less
talle about urges, irresistible tnpulses, and
complexes, is what the world needs to cope

suceessfully with the problem of crime and
eriminals,

The Pope and the Tory Press

Tho British yellow press have discovered a
great man in Pope Piuns X1, the reason being
that the latter, in his Allocution isswed last
Deeember, wrote against Socialism and Com-
munism. The Daily Mail published extracts
from the Allocution. Needless to say, the
passages quoted were judiciously selected.
The half-lruil nuisance, which Chesterton
wkentified as Fogland’s greatest evil, was a
prominent feature of the Tory press reprints
of the Poupe’s Allocution. Bvery word wril-
Len in condemnation of Communism and So-
cialtsm  was reproduced faithfully; but the
PuntHls emiphatic assertion of the workers’
rights was carefully omilted. The Rome cor-
respondent. of the Morning Post, however,
made lis paper more ridiculous than the
others.  He gravely attributed the anti-
Communist sentiment in the Allocution, *fin
s general sense,’” to ‘““the Pope’s conver-
sation with Mr. Chamberlain,” and Le de-
seribed it as a “‘most direct and ontstanding
statement.”” The Irish Weekly thus com-
ments upon the Post correspondent’s absurd-
ity :—"“Quite probably Pope Pins XI had
Leard of Pope Leo XI1II before he maeb My,
A. Chamberlain; it is indeed, quite likely
that the reigning Pontiff had read Pope
Leo's Rerwm Novarum, the immortal En-
cyclical Letter issned from the Vatican on
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