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In estimating the value of those news-
.paper references lo i with which the
people are sometimes regaled, it is well to
remember that the cable agencies have never
been remarkable for consideration for the
feelings of Irishmen. “Down under” we
have often to protest against the unfair way

in which matters are handled by what we

“call the ““cable crammers.” You will remem-
ber that Dr. Mannix took a prominent and
successful part in opposing conscription as a
blot on the fair fame of free Australia. The
vast number of Volunteers would have seem-
ed to make it unnecessary that it should be
adopted in order to help to end the Great
War. The reputation and existence of Aus-
tralia’s then Premier, Hughes, seemed staked
on the issme, and Dr. Mannix's  success
meant Hughes’s defeat, Now, the daily
press of Australia has never ceased to vilify
Dr. Mannix for his democratic campaign,
They hold him up to obloquy as a disloyalist,
and as they are well awarce of the divisions
that unfortunately exist in Ireland, they
miss no opportunity of sending snippets and
sentences taken from his speeches to fan the
flame of disunion. When you read a weelk
apo that he had proclaimed himself as lowal
to the established authorities ag any man
in the Commonwealth, you were not told
that it was to ease the minds of the numbers
of non-Catholics who jolned in welcoming
him at a function in New South Waleg, and
who had read in the lacal rags that Dr.
Mannix was disloyal. ANl these country pa-
pers take their cue from their big brothers
in the city and join in the hue-and-cry
against o man who wherever he appears
commands the unstinted admiration of the
Irish people and their friends and receives
ovations of weleame die to the man who has
suffered much in his deavest affectians for his
‘devotion to the cause of justice,

Dr. Mannix has o way of silencing his
higoted cnemies that works niore effectively
than wasting ink in ticwspaper columns.

When a ery was raised after the Great War
ihat

The Irish Did Not Do Their Fair Share

in helping o win it, Dr. Mannix, leaving
the statistics to those who were in the best
position of refuting the charges against the
Anstralian-Trish, seleeted the next St. Pat-
rick’s Day  dewonstration in Melbourne,
which has heen a fisture alinost since the
foundation of the city, and Kad ten thou-
sand  relurned Irish-Australian soldiers
uniform, with a bodyguard of fully
Fourteen V.Cs.

riding as an escort. This proceeding, if it
did not silence the higots, at least gave an
object-lesson to the fair-minded people who
rejoice at the triumph of truth over calumny,
When  the  self-determination-for-Treland
movement was at its height, Dr. Mannix
invited the Irish and their sympathisers from
all parts of Australia and New Zealand to
a Convention in Melbourne. A more repre-
sentative gathering of the Irish race had
never met beneath the Southern Cross. From
all parts of the Australian continent they
came in large numbers, and the proceedings
were marked by the greatest unanimity and
enthusiasm. One of the prelates who made
a speech that will long be remembered was
an Englishman born who, had an opportun-

in

ity, during a prolonged residence in Ireland,
of knowing at first hand what the conditjon
of affairs wag there.

The Most Rev. Dr. Redwood, Archbishop
of Wellington, in New Zealand, the prelate
to whom I refer, expressed in eloguent terms
his indignation at the manner in which
The British CGovernment Misruled Ireland.

Whilst yielding to none in his loyalty to
tho British authority he yet was compelled
to protest by his love of fair play against
the manner in which up to that time Ire-
land’s elaims for justice had been persist-
ently Houted,

It will interest you to know that Dr. Red-
wood is the oldest prelate in the Cliureh,
and, notwithstanding his weight of years,
made a visit to Ireland recently on his way
to Rome. When, last February, he cele-
brated the golden jubilee of his episcopal
consecration, he had all the archbishops and
hishops and large numbers of priests from
all parts of Australin and New Zealand to
do Lim honor amidst rejoicings in which the
whole city took part.

Dr. Mannix was one of the visiting pre-
Iates who had come 1300 miles to do honor
to the venerable jubilarian, and was received
with the most unbounded
every part of the Dominion.

I had the pleasnre of hearing from his gwn
lips an account of the mannrer in which he
was arrested on the high seas hy order of
Llayd George—a proceeding which made the
whole world wonder at the tactlessness of
the Welsh statesman. On that oceasion, too, T
heard from Dr. Mannix’s lips a statement
of his views ou the situalion in Ireland., He
would not, he said, have signed that Treaty,
but as the peaple of Ireland had, through
their representatives, ratified the agreement
it should bho

The Duty of the Friends of Treland
to do or say nothing that would preveat
the authority set up in the 26 countios from
functioning.

frive them a chance to see if they can
make a success of the government of Treland
with the heavy handicaps that press on them.
And if Treland is satisfied  their
abroad will all follow suit.

Now, I Lave detainoegd you too long—(*"No,
no)—te dwell upen the great  Trishmen
that have made waod abroad; and T will con-
cindo by saying that, having had many op-
porbunities during the few months I have
heen travelling around the country visiting
old friends and college mates, how hearing
of the sad events through which the country
has lived during recont vears, I yet feel that
pessimism is

Almost a Crime Against Ireland,
and that a nation that has gone throngh
greater sorrows than those recently exper-
ienced is desiined to trinmph over the diffi-
culties which the future has in store; and
I join you all in the hearty wish whiel, I
am sure, you cherish in your hearts, that in
God’s good time the clouds and shadows will
disappear and the light of full freedom will
dawn upon the land we all love: {Applause.)

Mr. W. S. Burke proposed a vote of thanks
to the lecturer, and in the course of his re-
marks said that the similarity in artistic
style between Irish and Maori stone carving,
mentioned by Father (' Neill, might be ac-

enthusiasm in

friends

counted for by the fach that in ages past
there may lave been 4 tunnel through the
earth between Ireland and New Zealand.
(Laughter.) The speaker agreed that there
Was no cause for pessimism a5 regards the
outlook in Ireland and joined in hoping that
much improved times lay ahead for this
country, (Applanse.) He would like to be
Permitted to Paraphrase half a dozen lines
of a song written by Mr. Alfred Percival
Graves about another typical soggarth aroon
—Father O’ TFlynn—ang to say to the lectnrar
Here’s good luck to yon, F
“God bless you,”’
we feel;
Yes; we say what we feel, and
We envy New Zealang,
Fair, fruitful, and free land,
Because you're its own.

Mr. J. H. Envight, iu seconding the vote
of thanks, sajid—T1 was very pleased when
asked to second the vote of thanks as it
has given me the opportunity of thankine
Tather O’Neill for the pleasure le hag nfn-
forded this evening, and alsp because T have
the unigque privilege of having heard him an
& former oceasion when he delivered ancther
be_autiful address in the hall of the Cathone
Literary Institute well over twenty pgoldon
years ago.  Father O’Neif] has shown he is
possessed of all the qualifications of 3 Jeo.
torer. He has a well stored mind—
vantage of extensivo trave
of observation, a
ast, but not least,
As AMr.
might in

ather O'Neill|
We sy, and we say wlhat

e ad-
I—a great power
wonderful memory, and
a good sense of Lnmmor,
Burke has dropped into poectry I

a feeble way do likewise and say

Time has writ no wrinl

tdle on his hrow;
As he was then, so is

he now,

Before tendering the vote of th
president expressed himse
with the lecture and he was quite sure that
everyone present was as  well. Father
(¥ Neill’s reference to distingnished Irishmen
in Australia and New Zealand and the part
they played in helping Treland in the past
was indeed a matter not likely to be for-
gotten by this or futurs generations. In
referring to Cardinal Moran, the president
ohserved that that great dignitary of the
Church and patriotic Irishman gave in his
day unswerving loyalty and support to the
Irish Party, and when he died the Iante Mr.
Redmond cabled to Australia that “a cednr
had fallen in Lebanon.” He was glad that
Father O'Neill’s experience during lig stay
in Ireland did not permit him to carry away
any pessimistic views about Ireland’s future,
and he was pleased to think that his opinion
was ours—that the day was not very remoto
when, after the great sacrifices that were
made, Irishmen will all join in making her
a free, happy, prosperous, and contented
country (applause).

Father O’ Neill, replying, thanked the mem-
bers for their appreciation and said that,
in reference to the tunnel through the earth,
thers may have heen a spiritual one hetween
Treland and New Zealand, in which there
were no snakes, which were found in Ans-
tralia; so that, when St. Patrick drove the
serpents out of Ireland his prayers may have
had a similar result in New Zealand, which
is exactly opposite on the other side of the
earth (laughter).
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