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Pope Pius XI

AN INTIMATE STUDY.

(i Holy Father PPius XI earries the
weisght of his 66 vears lightly,  His ancestors,
hard workers, have transmitted to him not
anly vphysieal vigor but the characteristic
ynalities of the old Lombardian stock; the
simple life, o leve for sane things, a passion
for the great outdoors. These qualities ex-
plain the zeal with which he coltivated dur-
ing his carlier years, and with much greater
zest later, the purifving sport of Alpinism.

The visitor whom Pius XI receives is at
onee placed at ease by the benignant smile
and fatherly gooduess of his Holiness. He
pereeives that the meditative nature of the
Sovereign Pontiff, develoned by his methods
of study and a constant surveillance of him-
self, makes hin

pparving of Words.
The Pope Nstens willingly, never showing
ihe least sign of weariness or faligne, ap-
proving by a nod of the head, and muking
almest inaudible cormment, |

If the subject is of a grave namre he
fixes hiis cves unon the questioner, and if
1t 18 necessary to answer the guestion, does
so after intervals of silenece bhetween  one
proposition and anether,  Sometimes the
lowered eyelids secm to contribute to con-
centration of thonght as if the Hely Father
was listening to interior volcoes,

This habitual reserve censes when the con-
versation turns ta seientific subjects: then
the

Forma Montis of the Humanist
is revealed.  This espeatally by the frequent
¥udowed with a seru-
puiouy recard for exactness, Pins XTI is nnt

coutent to enunciate the idea, hut rests
upon it, turus it over, views it from all
sides, and for so long a time that onc

feels the definition is exhausted.

Cardinal Lualdi, a borhood friend, writes
of him as follows:-—

“Pwo words are sufficient to sum up his
life: order and composure. His enture life
has boen dominated by his breviary, his medi-
tation, lis rosary, hiy dailly tasks.’

The Sovereignr Ponliff lias one
note with his predecessor,

Love of Work.

The difference hetween Benedict XV and
Pius XT is this: the fermer was at his
desle hefore dawn, the latter remains there
threugh the night. Rarely docs his Holiness
interrupt one {ask to undertake another:
Nil actwm. si quod
But it is in meditation and
praver that he cspecially seeks gnidance for
Wis arts. YVery often he loves to justify them
hy recalling those of Ins favorite saints.
Samt Charles Borremeo. his predecessor in
the Archbishoprie of Milan, seems to be
after God, his principal inspiration,

History, ouf of which he draws not the
simple satisfactiong of the erudite but apos-

common

rgrendiun.

»

~ telie -direction, furnishes him with

Practical Rules of Life
that are manifested into aphorisms whose
purposes are enamelled. '
“There 1s nothing new in what 1s hefall-
iig the world; undue alarm is unjustified.

Hence it only hides or obscures truth and
causes us to lese the opportunc occasion tu
intervene in order to ward off evil or make
good triumph.”’

“The solutions of some gquestions, com-
plicated by passion and human prejudiees,
are the result of the times rather than of
laws.’?

“Men are better than their acts, bettor
than their words; tobring them back to the
truth, in awakening them again to the good
a mild and delicate prudence, a sincore awwd
ardent love accomplishes more than all ican-
ner of severity.”’

The Pope does not like mention made of
lis acts and projects. He prefers. following
a very dear comparison of his, “The deep

Obitnary
AMRS. DIANA MORNA TANSEKY,
CHRISTCHURCH.

Widespread regret was expressed (writcs
our Gamaru correspondent) when it hecame
Iknown in Christchurch that the wife of My,
Thomas Tansey (licensee of the Fxcelsior
Hotel) had passed away at Lewisham Tles-
pital on the morning of Jannary 7. e,
Tansey had not enjoved the best of heallh
for some time back: nevertheless her death
came as a severe shock to hter family und
those who had learned to assess her real worth
and warm-hearted hosnitality. Deceased
was the third daughter of the Iate Mr. and
Mrs., Patrick Ford, of Oamaru. in which
town she was horn about 5& yvears ago. There
she received her education, and spent the
greater part of her life .in the district.
Shortly after marriage. Mr. and v, Tan-
sey embarked on the hotel-keeping business,
and were hosts of many well-known Tlostel-
ries in the North Otago district prior to
taking over the Fxcelsior Hotel in Christ-
church. Needless to sav, the news of her
death was received with keen regret hy those
who knew her in the distriet where the morn
of her life was spent.  Mrs, Tansey had
been on o visit to ler sons’ farm near Ash-
hurton, and on the return journey by ear
to the city she wag taken seriously ill. The
assistance of the Rakaia doctor was secured
and he accomoanied her, doing all that was
humanly possible to alleviate lier distress.
Despite all efforts, however, and the unre-
mitting attention to her by the Sisters and
doctors on arrival at Lewisham, Ars, Tan-
sey passed away next mornino. Solemn
Reguiem Mass was celebrated at the Cuatho-
dral by Father Ardagh, of Qamaru, a ne-
pliew of Mrs. Tansev. Father Howard, of
Milton, who has been a warm friend of Mr.
and Mrs. Tansey since their marriage, offi-
ciated at the graveside, There
nresent Fathers Price  (Methven)., Connew
{Livttelton), O’Connell (St. Mary’s), Bon-
netto, Lordan .and Henlev ‘(('fafhpdrﬂn. Sev-
mour (St, AMary’s, and Outirim (St. Bede's
Colleze); hbesides representatives from the
religious Orders in the vicinitv of the city.
The interment tonk place at Bromley Ceme-
tery, the wall-bearers being Dr. Ardagh (a
nephew of deccased), and Messrs. J. Me-

was also

water, which, silently and unperceived, has
the foree of a current.’”’ It is on account
of this that he imposes upon himself and his

. assoclates

Respect for Silence.
Pius XI succeeded so well that not one
of his Intimatcs has ever scen any sudden
wmark of emotion from him,

He posscsses, in an especial manner, the
seerct of attaching souls to himself. Without
cver lowering the respeet and homage due
to his high office, without departing from
that noble reserve of speech and gesture
ihat have become a second nature, he has
vreated around himself an )

Atmosphere of Devoted Affection,
a family milieu, in which his paternal good-
ness and attentive eare for others is mark-
cdly evident. They, in their turn, zealously
anticipate his wishes, and strive, in as far
as they ean, to facilitate his universal and
superhnman tasks.

Quilkan, T. Yogarty, T. Stevers, H. Wood-
ham, and B, Magee. JMisg O’Connor pre-
sided at the organ, and - -her rendering of
the “Dead AMarch” and “Nearer, My Ged
to Thee” added to the impressivencss of the
obsequics,  dessages of condolence were re-
eeived from all parts of the Dominion.—
R.I.T, '

MRS, AMARY GUINEY,
LOWER RICCARTON.

Mrs, Alary Guinev, wife of Mr. John
Guingy, of Lower Ricearton, died on Fri-
dax, January 30. The late Mrs. Guiney
(writes our Christechurch correspondent) was
a daunghter of the late Mr. and Mrs. John
ey, a wellkknown  family at  Doyleston
Her death wag very sud-
Mrs, Guivey had been indisposed and
had not teen long out of Lewisham Hospital.
she was stayving at Mr. M. Riordan’s hotel
at Doyleston to reenperate, and last week
appeared to be progressing very well; but
ot Friday evening, in the hotel garden, she
collapsed and died shortly afterwards. Mrs.
Guiney had four brothers, two of whom are
dead.  The iwo swrviving arve Rev. Father
P. 1ay, of Temulka, previously parish priest
at Nelson, Blenbheim, and Greenmeadows, and
Mr, Joe Fay., The late Mrs, Guiney leaves
one little daughter. Mr. Guiney is well-
kunown as a Tat-stock huver for Messrs. Kaye
and Carter, Ttd. Tor the last thirteen
veurs Mrs, Guiney, who resided at Ricear-
ton, had alwavs been prominent in Church
worly, narticularly us the organiscr of socials,
cte. The funerad, which was oue of the
fargest seen v the distriet, took place on
Sunday afternoct, the st iust., Rev. Father
TPaxv officiated nl the interment in Tllesmore
Cemetery, and with him were a number of
companion nriests, inclnding the Rev. Dr.
Geaney and the Rov, Fathers Creed (parish
priest of Leeston), J. O’Connell, J. Hanra-
luin, T, Hanrahan, P, O’Mceeghan, Quttrim,
Nuwling, Kerley, Buckley, and McKecn.
Several heautiful floral tributes were for-
warded by Mrs. Rourke and family, Mr. and
Mrs. Ashworth and family, Mr. and Mrs.
AW, Grimmer and family, Mr. and Mrs.
MeCullough, Mrs. Tully and family, Mr. and
Ars. W, J. Lilley, and staff of Kaye and
Carter, Ltd.—R.I1.P.

twenty years ago.
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