AN

WenxEsDAY, Frsnuvanry 18, 1923

' NEW ZEALAND TABLET

45

Here and There

Catholies in New House of Commons,—

% There are 18 Catholics in the new House of

Commons, as against 23 in the {former House,*
The number of Catholie vandidates was 39.
Mr. P. J. Hanuon (Tory) polled the greatest
aumber of votes—24.333, and three—Messrs.
Harney (Liberal), Sexton (Tabor), and T,
MeVeagh (Labor)—the former frish Nation-
alist, polled over 20,600 each. Mr. MeVeagh
was defeated. Twe of the Catholics for-
feited their nomination fees—E130—luaving
polled less than one-eighth of the votes. The
13 members consist of 10 Tories, 6 Labar, 1
Liberal, and 1 ludependent.  The moest not-
gble among the Catholic members of the new
British Parliament are Sir Gerald Strick-
land, a fermer Anstralian Governsr; .
Whealley, ex-Minister for Health; K. A,
Harney, a former West Australian Senator:
J. Sexton, the Dock seeretary
Jack Jones, the irrepressible member for
Silvertown; 1. 1. O'Conner, J. F. Hope,
bhrother of Mrs., Wilivid Ward, and one of
the Hope-Scott family; K. N. Blundell, son
of <M. E. Franeis,” the novelist; Lord Co-
lnm Crichton-Stuart, brother of the Marquis
of Bute; and 8ir N. Grattan Doxle, divector
of the Northern Nowspaper Syndicate,
Among the defeated candidates were Siv M.
Areher-8hee, the hitterest of anti-Teish The-
hards; Jerry MceVeagh, Tat Colling (Lih-
eral), the showman: W. A, S Hewins, one
of Tlovd Georue’s minor Ministers: €. Din-
mond, the militant jenrnalist: aud M. Me-
Cartan, the Irisli Republican.

Lahorers'

Millionaire Beeomes  Trappist-—Reeently
at the Trappist 3enastery of Soligny,  the
solemmn  profession of Father Marviz Marie
Albert was received.  The new religions was,
in eivil Life, M. Van der Cruyssen, formerly
entrusted by the Belginn Government with
impaortant economic misgions o the United
States, Germany, Tialyv. and Holland, Before
entering Holy Orders. 3. Van der Cruvssen,
who was a millinnaire, lefl his entive fortnne
to the Belgian Associntion of the Cathelie
Middle Classes and to the ¢luh Diew ot
Patrie which lie had fonnded. The profession
was attended by M. Muaurice Pirmey, first
Vice-President of the Belgian Chamber and
former President of the Catholic Youth, by
two other Belgian deputies and mauy promi-
nent eitizens of Brussels.  Cardinal Mereior
sent o telegram of felicitations, and 2 mes-
sage was also reccived from M. Van de V-
vere, in the name of the middle claswes, 3.
Van der Cruwvssen, who enlisted at the awe
of forty, broughi bhack frem the war the
rank of captain, six modals, and the French
and Belgian War (rosses.  He was eited in
Belgian  army  orders as  ‘fseeking  and
carrying out intrepidly the moest andacions
undertakings and the most perilous reeon-
naissances.’”” Me laid his decorations in the
chapel of the Abbey mear the altar of the
Sacred Heart, with the decorations of the
twenty-two French Trappists who were mo-
bitised. The collection includes seven (Jroix
de Guerre, a Cross of the Legien of Honor

(that of the brother porter, an ex-capluain
of colenial artillery), seven ‘palms, eloven
stars, and six medals of various kinds,

Pagssing of a Noted Freneh Seientist—
Death has rebbed Catholie Frange of one of
her most distinenished seientists,  This is
the Abbé Rousselot, who was For muny vears
a professor at the College de France and at
the Catholie Institute.  ALbé Rousselot was
the inventor of the science of cxperimental
plonetics, and during the war he rendered

very valuable serviees to the Allied enuse.
One of hus inventions made it possible to
loeate the enemy hattery positions by sound;
another deviee deteeted the  presence of
nmoving enemy submarines.  Ior these geors
viees he was nowinated Chevalier of the
Legion of Honor.
* L] ]
Got  His Chance.—Arthar Rubinstein—

whom [ should have mentioned among the
hest raconteurs | ever met—was talking to
us of the jealousy among great singers,” savs
Mrs. Asquithy, in the London Weagasine, #He
satd that iwo tenors were chosen to take
the same part on alternate nights in a new
and arduous apera which was helng produeed
i Milan, The first had such o dazaling
sucress that the manager had not the cenr-
are to put the otlier en the stage, and the
seeond tenor remained for ten dayy in ob-
senrity and despair.  In the last scene of
the opera the hero encounters a hear.  He
kills the bear, and standing on its dead
hody singy the fnal arvia, which invariably
drought down the house.  The part of the
hear was played by the theatrical hate-dresser
and one day the seeond tenor persuaded the
vovd-natured bucher to let hum take the
purt.  When the fnal seene arrived, to the
antazement of the andience the hear refused
to he killed, and sparred with the hero to
such good purpose that he felled Tim to the
carth.  Standing on his prostrate bhody he
flung off s disguise and sang the aria to
a perplexed hut enraptured audicnee.”™

* * *

Jacolite Ancestry of Lord Mayvor—Ton-
don's Catholie Lord Mayvor, Sir Alfred Be-
wer, will learn with much satisfaction that
Cardinal Gasquet eelelivated his Jubilee Mass
in Rome wearing the vestiments once wsed
by the Cardinad Duke of York., For the
Lovrd Maxer comes of an ancienit family that
staked ity all on the cause of the Catholic

Stuarts, and lost. The Bewers have heen
Fuglish for nearly two eenturies now. But

the family pgoes  back to pre-Reformation
dave, when the Bowers were merchants of
Dundee.  The great grandfather {as well as
Iris father, too} of the Lord Mavor of London
were out in 1745 on the side of Priuce
Charles Tdward Stuart, styled the “Young
Pretender” by the valiants of the Protes-
tant Succession. Whon the Hanoverians 4ri-

umphed  the Bowers fled to England, frst

to Yorkshire and later to Hampshire, The
Lard Mayor thus boasts of bLelonging to a
family that has newver harbored a Protestant
amony 1ts members!

] ] *

Mr. Chesterton on Lourdes.—The recent
great Lourdes demonstration at the Queen's
Hall, London, was quite the most imposing
meeting of the kind that England las ever
seen,  Cardinal Bourne was supported by the
forer King of Portugal, and a considerable
cluster of ambassadors and diplomatic Minis-
ters, commonly looked on as o hard-faced
tribe, shocked suphisticated Londoners by
publicly attesting their Lelief in Lonrdes.
The star speakers of the evening were the
incomparahble pair, G. K. Chesterton and
Hilaire Belloe. Mr. Belloe spoke on Lourdes
and the Modern Mind, while Mr. Chesterton,
in speaking on Miracles and the Supernat-
nral, had many a dig at the modern scep-
tics.  Anatlole Franee (Mr. Chesterton said)
guarded himself against the “‘dangers of
Lourdes™ by announcing heforehand that
even if o miracle happened he did nat pro-
pose to believe it,  “ldven if a man lost n
leg, and another grew in its place, hie wonld
not say it was a miracle, but would say it
was & manifestation of the power by which
crahs and lobsters grew new limbs for old
ones,  He was prepared to helieve that the
ihing had happened naturally, And  then
they say he was a seeptic! T wish we had
a tithe of that colessal faith.”

Treees of the Ancient Faith.—Despite the
somewhat bitter Puritanism of modern Wales
there ave still (says a Moeme paperd sirong
traces that the Wales of old wag second to
no conntry in her devotion to the Blessed
Vivgin, These traces are mosi strongly
marked in the prevalence of pravers, hymus,
and practices whieh attest in a most re--
markahle manner that Wales wus at one
time intensely devoted to Our Lady. Many
Welsh peaple to-day are accustomed to .sav
in Welsh, the ““Hail Mary™ in its medicval
form—without the final invocation.  These
people wauld he greatly astonished if fold

that the same words are in common use by
('atholies.

To be published at an early date

THE CHURCH IN NEW ZEALAND:
N THE PATH OF THE PIONEERS

By the Author of
Memoirs of the Early Days,

A Complete History of the Revival of the
Maori Missions by the Marist Fathers after
the Native Wars; also of the establishment
and lahors of the Fathers of the Missjonary
Society of 8t. Joseph (Mill-Hill Fathers) in
the Diocese of Auckland. .

As the edition will be limited, orders for
copies (mail free 7/6) should be forwarded
at once wo

Mavacer “N.Z. Tablet.”

Any profits aceruing will be devoted to the
Maori Missions,
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