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Pergant Directores et Seriptores New Zen-
tand Tablet, Apastolica Benedictione confor-
tafi, Religionts cf Justitice equsam promo-
vere per wvias Uerifatis ef Pacis,

LEO XiII, P.AL.

Die 4 Aprilis, 1900.

Traxsrarion —Fortified by the Apostolic
Blessing, let the Dircetors and Writers of
the N Zealand Tablet continve to promote
the canse of Religion and Justice by the
ways of Truth and Peace.
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RELIGION : HISTORICAL PHASES
BICI!‘OR I dealing with the Christian reli-

gion revealed Ly God and impored on
attention  to  the
faet, atiosted by wo histerical docu-
ments, that there has always been en carth,
from the Loesinning of man's histars, a reli-
vion which was supernatural and revealed
by God. Tr went throuzh various stages of
development in the course of the ceuturies,
and its plases are called the Patriarehal,
and the This
woeek we shdl devote curselves to giving a
eloar idex of these creat listorical phases,
treating thom from o historical viewpoint,
for the present, the ques-

must call
many

s, wWe

he Mosaie, Christinn religion.
e M :

without going into,
tlon of their divinity.

DPrimitive op Pafviaveled  Beligion --Al-
mighiy God huposed on our first pareuts at
the heuinning of their existetee o religion
which contained doctrines revealed and su-
pornatural. 1t ingluded, for example, the
existener of good and had angels. and, after
the Tall, the hope of o Redeemer: it also
contained cortain precepts, sueh as
servation of the Sabbathe and the
and nature of saerifice. This relizion
hinding unon all men: until Christ cume it
wits suflictont for the human race to enable
it fo attain its end, with the exception of
the Jewish people who from the time of the
revelation made to Moses were obliged to
practise the Mosaie religion. Conscience and
tradition were the safeguards of the IPatri-
archial religion.  The Natural Law was in-
seribad on the cousciences of men, and by
tradition, passerd from generation to genera-
tinu ihe knewledge of truths and precepts
revealed by God  was to be  maintnined.
Hewever, owing to vice and disregard of
conscictee the Natural Law heeame obseure
in the hearts of while at the same
time the revealed truth was
at hy.

the ob-
manner
wis

men,
tradition of
sltered aud corrupted as centuries we

Then, God chose Abraham and his posterity
te preserve religion amidst so much corrup-
tion. Through the patriarchs he confirmed
previous revelations and added new truths
and precepts,  Thus it happeus that the
yprimitive religion is sometines called patri-
archal,

Mosaie Religion.—Aan continued to rebel
against God and to desnise His Iaws, Viee
and idolatry became common,  The helief of
the future Redeemer often lost its imiport-
ance for sinful generations. In His werey
God chose Moses and the prophets wha eane
after him to revive the Lknowledge of the
Natural Law and to impose new and neees-
sary precepts.  Bible Listory tells us liow
the revelation was made on Mount Sinai in
a most striking manner, aud how the Ten
Commandments were promulaated amid thun-
der and lightning, calenlated to impress them
on the hearts and minds of the peeple. The
patriarchal religion was thus revived. ampli-
fied, and perferted for the Hebrew prople
It contained the doctrines and precepts re-
venled through Mases and the wrophets who
sieeceded Tim, It was designed to prepare
the people for the coming ef the Messial or
promisesl TRedeemer, i nd Gt was 1o lasi only
nntil He came. 1t was not a perfoet reli-
gien: for it was weant to he a shadow of
the substanee vet to come; a figure of the
perfect fulfilment under Christ,

The Christinn Teligion.—In the falness of
time Christ was horn, coming into the world
to save mankind, and to establish
which would elevate them and make
fit for the dignity of heing adapted chibdren
c¢f God and heirs (o His Kingdem.  The
religion founded by Chieist s the Christian
religion. Tt fulfils and perfects the Mosaie
and Patriarchal religions, and
complete collection of truths, precents. coun-
sels, and supernatural aids.  As Christ died
to save all mavkind, so His religion i< for
all men aud for all time unto the end
world. Al are bound to helong o ir,
no man who refuses to embrace it,
knows i, saved.  The believers
called the miembers of the True Churel.
is, “Tho whole eongregation of faithinl
Christians who bhelieving the same truths,
reeeiving the same sacrments, professing the
same faith, are united under
Head on earth, the Viear of
the Pope of Rome,
Peter,”

Tt will readily he seon that all three phases
ave one and the sume religion develaped anrd
porfested by God during the course of time.
(iad is the author of thew ally they o1l aim
al the same supernatural end, the hiappiness
of Heaven; the Redeemer—to come, or
ing come—is the centre of them ali.
development is like
the seed and of the
heautiful spreading

a velicion
them

cathraces  a

ot the
and
onee by
can he are
that

visihle
Josus Christ,
who 1% sinceessor of Si.

onge

hav-
The
that of the plaut from
full grown tree with its
foliage from the plant.

The account we have given is supported Ly

Listory and by the traditions of natious,
Apart here from a long reasoning. we maxy

say that just as the Christian religion which
bears the name of its Founder iv divine. s,
tvo, the voice of {he ages and of the peoples

pmcl.nm the divine origin of the
and Mosaie religions also.

patritreial
Rullg_mun then has

a supernatural origin.
pagan,

And ag o'l religions,
are derived by traditions, how-
ever eorrupt they may he, from the primitive
religion, they ave all vazuely and incoher-
ently perhaps, a recognition of the cxistonce
of Godo Toode assertod by historians and
travellers thai there exists ro wation s0 ?).11‘
bavons thet it bag vot an Llea of Gad and
. rafe of o falure life, togetiier with no-
bons of vight wnd wrong. Undoubtedly this
testimony o the whole Bowman race s at
afee anoargnment against Atheists aud a
proof that Atheism is censtural and ine
htnran,
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DIVORCE IN THE FREZ STATE

Pail Eireann is to Le congratulated upon
it clecision to provent divorce in
Slate. A Doblin message under date I'ch-
T2y 12 inforig us that My, Cosgrove moved
thal the Ftanding Orders Corpnitloe be in
sthlwt.rl to sl up rules which would debar
(l}\’m'c:' toriienla et vinon o, Speaking to
111.-, motion, v, Coserove said the majority
ol Souther trishmen held  {hat the
Plage socrament could por he dissolved
that oy eifompt Lo Jeealise :
strthe ot {he
Thrife
tht i
iy, ol

the Irree

mar-
and
wetild
Pro-

the
Protestant
woulll e w further
SRSt reetnign wiih Naorthern Tre-
e mntion, however, wna carried, and
coocinls with Iirtle
that theie 1s neans by
which persens in Southern Iretand enn }H'(‘l-

divoree
Frislt socisd life.
the motion on
Wi uniaie 1o
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mpto o the Merse of Lords for i

chicetians of Thrift
sorionse Tt i nat the
Government (n provide facili-
tes for Breakine the law of G, No one
wonld (":;\iri("' t‘w Covernmen| institied in

Pasang a Bill enabling penple 10 hroak the

voren, . Profewor
are veither <und nor

Fanction of »
2

Commarndinent, "1 Fowe shalt not steal™ Then
whe Bring forward me scures cnablivg them

to hreak any other laa b All the Cormsmand-
monts come from the same God Whe deerres
that we shiall Lebex them all. Tle did ot sive
to anyene the power 1o say, ST will glev
this one, but that ane 7 glinll (Iisohz:‘.‘.l
Prefessar Thrift s vet to learn {hat U-UV-

ernment. 11 oite sphere of netion, must e

Lol the Daperishable Taw of (ol ot all
timies, even of ihe vik of oflending those
who wish {o he o law vnlo hemselves, ) It

auestion of injustice to the Protestant min-
arity T the Tree
cnteriaingd,
whole of

Stalo epunot
Iow dees pol affect
tiie Profestant minerity, hut nnly
that part of 1t that wishies to he rid of its
wives or hushands and to enter ints Low
allinnces. Tt s a 1ikel ou the Protestant
ropulaiion in the Free State to say thas
it desires {acilitios for divoree or would malie
nse of thom if they were instituted. In any
wse it wenld be just s logieal for would-be
divoreees o complain of the injustice of
the Government in refusing to legalise  --:.
v oas for o burglar or a foetprd to com-
plain of the injustice of {he ('in'\'f:rnrrient in
refnsing to leaalise thelt and burelary. Pro-
fossor Thrift, and those who think with him,
evidentls  remard the Government HETE 12
servant of the nm:pl(' an institution to pan-
der 1o ihe whims, prejudices, and  follies

sevionsdy o

The the

J E. Taylor & Sons, Ltd,,

THE CATHOLIC UNDERTAKERS

' CAMBRIDGE TERRACE. and KARORI-

Wellington
{day 1gr mg'ht) 26073




