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CORRESPONDENCE

[We do nub hold warselees
opinions erpressed by i
THR DUTY oF VOTING.”

To tur Yorrox.

respensihle for
enrrcipondenty, ]

Sir,—In the Tablei of January 25 1 notive
you nresent under thic heading
of the views expressed by Dro dosa b, Wean,
of the Catholic University ol Amerien, amd
with veur permission would effer o fow com-
ments thereon.  Doubtless fow preople will
dissent from Dr. Ryvan's advice thet  the
eitizen should vote for “henest aml cempe-
teat candidates.”  The difficulty, however,
v that Dr. Byan's counsel is quite hupraeeu-
cable without a proper eleetors:]
America is pre-eminently the
“machine”

anepitcinn

svsfen.
eountiy of
palities. There the varer nanaliv
has no option bui 1o sunport ca kol
adopled cither by the Demoeratic or (lee
publivan party, and it i Dedle treseserry
to add that the personalite of e condi-
dates vsually counts for nothin,
should a candidate of  Indipenient  vicws
offer himself for cloction it is voworions 1hae
the Bosses of heth factions will carmbine 1o
eros Tim. As For henest ool
candidates, men of cnlichtened viove fad
the party shackle <o odinns that pelines -

Moreoyer,
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beeome a he-wartl, and nen enresen g
of the intellee iy
accordingly to leave o oclities 1o Ui
Bosses and their hacks, [}
readers <houbd think this an
picture e need anly consnlt The ey
Commonweadth, o s liclivty work by the o
Lord Bryee, who wox a svmyathers orite
of American institutions. The fenrnel anthor
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lays the whole vielnus svsiom bare, ! e
frankly admits dit the Amerierns e vel
to learn how lo covern eifios! ‘
went of citics has hroken dowi nne s
Lardly expect a better state of afiaiee i
Federal or State polities.  With 2! due
respect to Dr. Ryan, thercfore. 70 wooms of
little use counselling oleetors low (o vole
when they are the vietims of «n electorl
svstem in whiel individual clectors are POWET-
less.  As a matter of fact, however, things
are very little better elvowlere. My Jerome
K. Jerome's satire on the plecioral “ysTen
of England, which vou revroduce, is really
an aceurate representatiun of the pesition.
and, with very little modification. is apnlic-
aile to New Zealand. Here s the position
in this eountry: Two or tiree offieinls, whe
are supposed to he independent of  pariy
politics, weet in an office in Wellineton, and
divide the conntry up e cleetorntes onee
every five years. The elector hus no volee
in the fixing of the houndarios, hui ix hoxed
into whatever district the Representation
Commissioners think fit, and very Mregoently
he is quite unaware of the clectoral district
in which he is to vele until Lthe aporoncl
of the next ensuing election.  When {lie clece-
tion comes along, he finds the nominecs of
two or perhaps three parties offering them-
selves.  He has had no voice whatever in
selecting the candidates, and very often le
is not in sympathy with any of thew. Among
the candidates, there may be one for whem
he ean vote conscientiously, but. tnasmoel
as that candidate has no chanee of cleetion,
Tie feels no enthusiasm to work for him, and

I the covern

it he votes at all does su in a half-hearted
kind of way. In face of all these facts he is
<till called o free and independent elector,
and he is periodically admonished about the
duly of voting! This is an accurate repre-
senlation of the state of affairs chtaining
minder the present electoral syvstem—if it can
e called o system—and 1 submit that as
lone ns 1t continues it is idle ta expect
cither an intelligent interest in public affuirs
ar o aatisfactory system ol government,

Fortunately there is s remedy for this state
ol affairs.  In spite of the tacit opposition
ol maehing politicians of all parties there ix
powrawing eurrent  of  opinion, even in
Amerien, in favor of preportional representa-
vion. I connection with that system let me
peint ot the following facts: —

(D The sestem implivs large clesteral dis-
triet, cach returning o group ol representia-
Lives;

€29 No oenndidate requires a omajority of
the votes east, hul every candidate will he
eleeted whe polls the electoral guota:

G3) The loctaral quata necessary o sectire
the eleetion of a representative is found by
dividing the number of votes cast by one
than the numher of represcntatives
thistriet. for examnle,
RARCT east and fAve
meailirs are fo he eleeted,  the  electerad
et will e 3001, and henee o minority ef
T cestoer,
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Supnasing.

valos hve been

s snre of liavine one  repre-
(A o wranp of remresentatives have o

eorelrrned, the elector will have o large

chsiee o candidates, and accordingly there
are cerbinin to e some wham every voter ¢an
aive his hearty supnort,

The svsiom is simplicite fiseli, and anyone
who will wive it the consideration il deserves
will roalise that the system offers o comiplete

solation of  fhe probiem of Wleetton  and
Poprezontation, When soeh oa system has
hewn realised 0 praciiee i1 will he feond

Bt most of the evils dosenarable from the
present state of affairs will disanpear, inas
sl onx the power of machine politicians
will hroken. and men of independent
views will Le able to assert themselves.  In
the ahsence of such o system it s futile to
adnmonish the elestors, excepl to counsel them
to hewd their encreies towards its realisa-
tion, 1 ete,, ‘
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PoJ. O Recax,
Welhimeion, .
February 12,
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SAD DROWNING FATALITY AT 0AMARU

Aosad drowning fataddity oceurved  al
Fricadly Bay, Qamarn, ou the THIL insl.,
wienn Aiss Ellen Magee, of Toden Strect,
Oanru, lost her life in the Quamaru har-
Lo AL whout 9 awom, that dav. Miss Magee
el her home in 13den Street, apparently
o her usual health, with the intention of

laving a swim at Friendly Bav. 1t is sur-
mised that the deceased, who was a fair swim-
wer, was attacked by eramp, as the body
wis found floating face downwards in ahout
Uree feet of water, and quite close to the
. Smith-Morton was summoned,
hut after efforts at artificial respiration had
heen earried on for some considerable time,
conld enly pronounce life extinet.  The de-
consed, who was 35 years of ages resided

share.

with her widowed mother and fansily in Eden
Street, to whom the sympathy of a wide
circle of fricals is extended. At the carly
Mass en Sunday at the Busilica, reference
was made to the sad oceurrence hy Rev.
Tather Fenelon, who spoke of the exemplary
hife led by the deceased. To use the words
of the preacher, ' Little did she think when
she Lord in Holvy Conununion
that morning at Holv Mass that she had
received Him as her Viatienm.  He reminded
his hearers of the uneertainty ol death, and
asked them as they had taken o lesson from

received lier

hor exemnlary life, to alse fulie one from
her swdden death. He asked the prayers
ef the rongregadion for the repose of the

decensed’s soul and for the hereaved rela-
fives. M devotions in the evenine, he o
wanist plaved the “Uead Mareh™ while the
cangresalion stocd as o feihnte e the mewn-
orv ool The degeaset],

Requicm Mass was celeheated ol (hie Tias-
voesterday e
o the decensed werp conveved to their Tost

iva maornivg,  and ey
restine nlhice in the Oamaru Cemelers in the
afternoon.—R.T1.P.

AN ADPPRECIATION,
(Contributed.)

“Arise, my beantitul ane, and come! The
winter is naw nast, te rain G5 oover and
gone,  Arise and come.”

In leving words sueh g theses we can
imagine Our Divine Lord welcoming to s
eternal Home ihie soul of $li< fairhful ser-

vani and irend, Nellie Mawer, This favored
¢hild of grace roceived her enrly edneation
al the Dominiean Convent. Oamearu. iy
this poriad of her life she was ever o doeile,
genorons pupil and wentle, Kind companion.
At a overy early aze <he showad that remark-
uble develion Our Lerd in the Blessed
Soernment which was to hecone her charace-
S Thromghont her

Lo

teristio virtue in Iater aee
short varthly career her oreatest delicht was
to spend her leisure hours gathering and
arranging for His Threne the Fairest flowers
af Oamaru,  No labor was too grenl, no task
oo strenuous in aecomplishing this duty of
love,  On Bxposition dazs hew often. during
many lene honrs, woe saw ber pentie Torm
| [ers,

passing te and fro in the saneinary.
too. was the vrivilese of keening the light
consiantly horinus olore the Blessed S8aera-
ment. and how faithfalle ehe disehoreed that
oflice her Silent Friend Tahornnele
alene conld tell, for womily and sweeilv, -
aheerved v hmman eves, she eame el went,
Never did she fail to e nresent at didly
o Snmmer amd Winter, in the wel and
i flre eold, Jevingly she cre o oreccive her
Lovd in Holv Commoonien, Qulv g dew shord
her eath Lunelt i dhe
converse with [Him Who
Weoll can we

n e
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helore shp
Basitiey in
was so spon to he her Judgoe,
inlereonrse

hours
eacrel
imurine how that  sweet Wi
chareed into that movo norfect commuiion

wherve. the veils of enrth being Tifted, she nuel

her God and Triend faee to face in His
divine heauty and wlory.  She has gane o
her eternal reward, hut ler exammle will

remain as g guiding stor fo diveet others in

the wavs of righteansness,

SPhrice bleet whase Hves are Dathfol prayers,
Whese loves i Wicher Love endure:
What souls e,
Or s there blessedness like theirs®
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