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will, which, however awkward for English
military calculations, was directly author-
ised by President Wilson’s charter of demo-

*_ cratic liberty which enabled England to win
the war. Gruel deeds of violence will never

entirely missing from ebullitions of the
■most fervid passions of men in resistance to
unscrupulous oppression; but in general it
was the very peacefulness of the revolution
which was silently superseding English Gov-
ernment in all its functions, dissolving its
police, transforming its Courts of Justice,
baffling its Conscription Act and rallying
the allegiance of the people with one consent
to a new National Governmentthis was the
phenomenon which roused the iro of the
Gourtsmartial, and prompted the blunder-
headed soldier at the Viceregal Lodge to
strike harder and harder as he found his
wild sabre-strokes against the will of a na-
tion were in vain. The point to be retained
is that it was many months after Sinn Fein
bad been deprived of its leaders and harried
by a thousand persecutions of mere opinion
and sentiment now confessed by England to
bo irrepressible, before the civic side of Sinn
Fein was overborne, and the Irish Repub-
lican Army gradually allowed themselves to
be goaded into a war of guerillas.

A tremendous bribe of doubled and in
some categories trebled pay staunched the
flow of resignations in the Royal Irish Con-
stabulary and stimulated the zeal of those
who remained to earn promotion by the
least reputable services against their country-
men. Nevertheless, although the Sinn Fein
leaders were now driven more fixedly than,
ever to the conclusion that in striking at
the R. 1.0. they were striking at the brain
and life-centre of English rule, the first

f months of the guerilla war were still free-
from the stain of individual assassinations,,
arsons, and barbarities in which both sides
were before long vicing. Considerable bodies
of policemen and military who were captured
in ambushes and in attacks upon police bar-
racks were treated with soldierly courtesy,,
and their wives and children rescued from
positions of danger. The memebrs of the
Dublin Metropolitan Police bad no sooner
refused to go about armed than they were
left free from molestation throughout all the-
subsequent wars. It was not until an officer
in high command made a round of the-
country Constabulary stations, and haran-
gued the younger men in terms which had

■- their first practical repercussion in the-
Thurles district of Tipperary, where con-
stables maddened with drink dragged local
Sinn Feiners from their beds and murdered
them and set fire to their homes, that the
Thurles police “reprisals” following the two-
murders near Tipperary began to be avenged
by “counter-reprisals” no less savage on the
other side. The mass of the rank and file,
however, continued to be Irishmen of too
humane and Godfearing a character to be-
trusted as the executioners of atrocities like
these upon men of their own blood and
creed. The ferocity on both sides only

| reached a pitch never witnessed in Ireland
'* before when Sir Hamar Greenwood hit upon

tlie expedient of importing the “Black and
Tans” to take the places of the resigning
R.I.C. and to infect with their own villainy

the most evil elements left behind in the
Irish Force.

These unemployables of the demobilised
army were in general desperadoes of the
vilest type, ready for any deed of blood which
their free license from Dublin Castle might
present to them, and so true to their de-
praved origin that, not content with their
wages of a guinea a day, they were not
above snatching the purse of the wife of
General Strickland, the Military Governor
of Cork, in the principal street of that city.
Whenever the detailed record of their opera-
tions comes to be drawn up, it will consti-
tute a more ignoble chapter of murder, de-
vastation, robbery, and cruelty—mostly
against defenceless elders, women and chil-
dren—than all the black generations of
Onrews, Oromwells and Carhamptons had
been able to contribute in the course of
seven centuries to England's annals in Ire-
land.

To pile up evidence of the atrocities
brought home to the military forces of the
Crown would be to harrow the feelings of
the humane to an insufferable degree and
perhaps to do the English, nation in general
the injustice of imputing to them complicity
in horrors which shall however long live to
the shame of their responsible Ministers. It
must suffice to give one sample oat of thou-
sands upon an authority that cannot be
impeached. It is taken from the considered
judgment of Judge Bodkin, who had been
for fourteen years the respected Co. Court
Judge of Clare, and whose fearless judicial
calm, in face of armed force and baser offi-
cial threats, forms one of the brightest re-
cords of that dire time :

"It was proved before me, on sworn evi-
dence in open court, that on the night of
September 22, the town of Lahinch was at-
tacked by a large body of armed forces of
the Government. Rifle shots were fired ap-
parently at random in the streets and a
very large number of houses and shops were
broken into, set on fire, and their contents
looted or destroyed. The inhabitants, most
of them in their night clothes, men, women
and children, invalids, old people over 80,
and children in arms, were compelled, at a
moment's notice and a,t peril of their lives,
to fly through back doors and windows to
the sandhills in the neighborhood of the
town where they remained during the night,
returning in the morning to find their homes
completely destroyed. .In the course of this
attack a man, named Joseph Sammon, was
shot dead. There were in all before me 38
claims for the criminal injuries committed
on that occasion, and after full considera-
tion of the claims I awarded «i total sum of
over £65,000.

"On the same night, the town of Eiunisty-
mon was similarly invaded by the armed
forces of the Government, shots were fired
in the streets, the town hall and a large
number of houses and shops were broken
into, set on fire, and, with their contents,
destroyed. As in Lahinch, the inhabitants
were compelled to fly for their lives, A
young married man, named Connole, was
seized in the street, by a party of men
under command of an officer. His wife, who
was with him, pleaded on her knees with

the officer for the life of her husband, but
ho was taken away a short distance, shot,
and his charred remains were found next
morning in his own house, which had been
burnt. Another young man, named Linnane,
was shot dead in the streets while attempt-
ing to extinguish the flames. For the crimi-
nal injuries committed in the progress of
this attack there were 13 claims, and I
awarded upwards of £'39,000 compensation.

"On the same night the town of Mil town
Malbay was similarly invaded by the armed
forces of the Government. A large number
of houses and shops were broken into, set
on fire and destroyed, the inhabitants es-
caping with difficulty and danger. An old
woman named Lynch proved that during
the course of this raid, just before the burn-
ing of her house, her husband (an old mail
of 75), while standing beside her at her own
doorway, was shot dead by a soldier in uni-
form, distant about ten yards. She made
no claim for the murder of her husband. I
awarded £414 for the destruction of her
home and property. It is right to add that
in this town some of the military and police
endeavored to extinguish the flames. There
were before me in respect of the raid of
Mi!town Malbay 28 claims, and I awarded
upwards of £45,000.

“A farmer named Daniel Egan applied to
me for compensation for the alleged murder
of Ids son. It was proved that a number
of men arrested Ins son, and three other
men, at his residence on the shores of Lough
Derg, bound them with ropes and carried
them away in a boat. The next the father
heard of his son was a telegram from the
police informing him that he had been shot
on the bridge at Killaloe, and directing him
to come to Killaloe for the corpse. On going
to the police station he found his .son’s dead
body in a coffin. There was a number of
military and police present, but the only
one he knbw was District Inspector Wynne.
I allowed the case to stand for a week for
the production of the District Inspector.
The District Inspector did not appear, and
1 adjourned the case to next Sessions.”

The reply of the Chief Secretary to Judge
Bodkin’s Report was to have him served in
Court by the Co. Inspector of the Royal
Irish Constabulary with the following notice:

“To His Honor Judge Bodkin.
“Sir, I have been directed by the Com-

mander of the Forces to prohibit Courts of
Justice dealing with claims for compensa-
tion involving allegations against the Crown
forces or police in this area.”

And the Judge’s observation is;
“On taking my place on the Bench I

observed a large armed force in the Court,
apparently for the purpose of enforcing the
prohibit ion. I adjourned to next Sessions
all cases in which it was alleged that the
criminal injuries were committed by the
armed forces of the Government.”

But the guilt of the scurvy rogues now let
loose upon Ireland was a small matter when
measured with that of their Ministerial pay-
masters. What the Government sanctimoni-
ously called “reprisals” were, as we have
seen, their way of avenging themselves for
the collapse of Conscription and the realisa-
tion of Self-Determination without their
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