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_will, which, however awkward for English

military caleulations, was directly author-
ised hy President Wilson’s charter of demo-
cratic liberty which enabled England to win
the war. Cruel deeds of violence will never
% entirely missing from ebullitions of the
most fervid passions of men in resistance to
unscrupuleus oppression; but in general it
was the very peacefulness of the revolution
which was silently superseding Tinglish Gov-
ernment in all its functions, disselving its
police, transforming its Courts of Justice,
baflling its Couscription Act and rallying
the allegianee of the people with one consenl:
to a new National Governwent- this was {he
plhenomenon which roused 1lhe iro of the
Courtsmarbial, and prowpted the blunder-
headed soldier sk the Vieeregal Todwe o
strike havder wond Laeder as Le Tound lis
wild gabrestrokes auoninst the will of a na-
tion were in vain. The point to he relained
ts that it was many months after Sing Fein
liad heem deprived of jts leaders and harried
by a thousand persecutions of mere opinion
and seutiment now confessed by England to
o irrepressible, belore the civie side of Sinn
Fein was overborne, and the Trish Repub-
lican Army evadually allowed themselves to
Le gonded into a war of guerillas.

A tremendeus brihe of doubled and in
sane calegories trebled pay strunched the
flow of resignations in the Royal Trish Con-
stabulary and stimulated the zeal of those
who vemained to earn promotion Ly the
least reputable services agaivst their cou ntry-
men.  Nevertheless, although the Sinn Fein
leaders were now driven mare fixedly than
ever to the conclusion that in sbriking at
the R.LC, they were striking at the hrain
and Tife-centre of Tnglish rule, the first
months of the gucrilla war were still free
from the stain of individual assassinatlions,
arsons, and barharities in whicl holh sides
were before Jong vieing,  Considerahle hodios
of policomen and military who were captured
in ambushes and in attacks upon police har-
racks were treated with soldierly courfesy,
and their wives and children rescued from
positions of danwer., The memebrs of the
Dublin Metrapolitan Police had no soonor
refused to go aboub armed than they were
Ieft free from molestation througliout all the
subsequent wars. Tt was nob until an officer
in high command made a round of the
country Constabulary stalions, and haran-
pucd the younger men in ferms which had
their fiest practical repercussion in  the
Thurles district of Tipperary, wlere con-
stables maddened with drink dragged lacal
Sinn Feivers from their heds and murdered
them and set fire to their homes, that the
Thurles police “reprisals’” following the fwo
murders near Pipperary began to he avenged
by “‘counter-reprisals” no less suvage on the
other side. The mass of the rank and file,
liowever, continued te be Irishmen af toe
humane aud Godfearing a character io be
trusted as the exccutioners of atrocities like
these upon men of their own bleod and
creed.  The ferocity on both sides only
yioached a pitch never witnessed in Ireland

* beforo when Sir Hlamar Greenwood hit upan

the expedient of importing the ‘“Black and
Tans” to take the places of the resigning
R.I.C. and to infect with their own villainy

the most evil elements left behind in the
Irish TForce.

These unemployables of the demobilised
army were in general desperadoes of the
vilest type, ready for any deed of blood which
their free license from Dublin Castle might
present to them, and so true to their de-
praved origim that, not content with their
wages of a gumea a day, they were not
ahove snatching the purse of the wife of
General Strickland, the Military Governor
of Corls, in the principal street of that city.
Whenever the detailed record of their opera-
tions comes fo be drawn up, it will censti-
tule a more ignoble chapter of murder, de-
vastation.  robbery, cruelly—-nostly
againsk defenceless elders, women and chil-

and

ilreny —than all the Dlack  generations ol
Carews, Cromwells  awd Carhangrions hiad

ihe
annitls 1 Tre-

heen able Lo contribute in colrse ol
seven cenfnries lo Kngland's
land.

To pile up evidence of  1he nirocitios
brought hoine 1o the military forces of the
Crown wonld he to harrow the feelings of
the humane to an insulferablke degres and
perhaps to de the FEnglish nation in general
1he injustice of imputing to them complieity
it horrors whicll shall however louy Jive 1o
the shame of their responsible Ministers. 1i
must sulfice to give one sample oat of thou-
sands upon an authority that ennmot be
impeached. Tt is teken from the considered
mudgment of Judge Bodkin, who had been
for fourteen vears the respocted Co, Conrt
Judge of Clure, and whose fearloss judicinl
ealm, 1 face of armed foree and baser offi-
cial threats, forms one of the hrightest re-
cords of that dire time:

“IEowas proved hefore me. on sworn evi-
denee v open court, et on the aichi of
seplember 22, the town of Labineh was ai-
tacked by o large body of armed [orces of
the Governmment.  Rifle shofs were fived an-
parently al random in the sireeis and
very Targe numbor of houses and shops were
hroken infe, set on fire, and their contenis
looted or destroved.  The inhabitanis. most
of them in their nieht clothes. men. women
ad childven, Tnvalids, old peaple over 2.
and childeen in arms, were compelled. at g
mement’s notiee and ad peril of their lives.
to fly through hack doors and windows to
the sandbills in the weichborhesd of the
town where they remained during the nishi,
returning in the marning to find their homes
completely destroyed.  Tn the course of (his
attack a man, named Joseph Sammon, was
shot dead. There were in (Il before me 3%
claims for the criminal injuries commitiod
on Alil oceasion, and after fall considera-
tion af the clatims T awarded o lotal som of
aver £63,000, '

“On Ahe smwe night the town of Fnnistv-
mon was similarly invaded by the armed
forves of the Government, shols were fired
in the streets, the town hall and a large
number of houses and shops were hroken
into, set on fire, and, with their contents,
destroyed. As in Lahinch, the inhabitants
were compelled to fly for their lives. A
Young married man, named Connole, was
scized in the sireet, by a party of men
under command of an officer. Wis wile, who
was with him, pleaded on her kuees with

the officer fur the Tife of her hushaud, but
he was faken away a short disinnce, shot,
and his clarred

romates found next

morming i his own house, which had been

Woere

Lurnt. Awolher yonog nan, moned Linnaue,
was snob dewd in Lhe sireets while attempl-
ing to extinguish the flames. For the erimi-
nal injuries committed in the progress of
this attack chims, and 1
awarded upwards of £30000 conpensalion.

“On the same night the town of Miliown
Malbay was comilarly invaded Iy ihe armed
forees of the Governmeni.

Lhere were 13

A Bvre mnnher
of houses aud shops wore hroken fulo, seb
il the

eapine wilh dilfienlly asd o

H ; LU S
on fire tesiroved, whabiianis es-

oll

wongin nned Livach provel that doriog

aor. A

fhe conese ol this rapt posi Before The bharn-
gt of her hoose, Ter Liashand G ol man
of 75y while standine Testde her ai her own
A solidicr nouni-
=he
no claim for the murder of her hushaad, 1
awarded L4014 the destroction of her
home and properiy. TL is vicht to add that
in this Lown gome of The military and police

doorway, was shaol dead hy

Form, histant alboud ien vards el

for

endeavored {o extingnish the lames,  There
were hefore me in orespeel of the raid of
Miliown Malbay 2% clains, and T awarded
upwards of £45.000,

A farmer named Dantel Boan applied to
me for compensation {for the alleged murder
of his son. 1t was proved that a nember
of men prrested his <on, awl ihreee
wen, at his residence on Lhe shovis

other
uf T.oush
Derg, bound them with ropes wud carried

them awav in a hoat. TFhe next the father
heard of his son was a telecram fren the

police inferming hin ilhat he hiad been shot
on the bridee at Willaloe, and divecting Inm
to coine to Willddoe for the corpse, On golnge
to the police sintion he found lils son's dead
hody in a eofin. Theve was o nuwher of
police present, huié the only
one lie kniw was Distvict Dspecior Gwynne,
I allowed the case to stand for a week for
ilie producltion of the Dhsirici Tospector.
The Districl Tnspectar did nol appear. and
I adjournaed the case o next Sessions,”

The reply of the Chicf Seerotarvy Lo Judee
Bodkin's Report was {o have him served in
Court by the Co. Tuspector of the Toval
Frish Constabnlary with the following notice:

“To His Honor Judee Bodkin,

“Sir, T have heen divected by ihe Com-

mibitary  anid

mander of the Forees lo prohibit Courts of

Justice dealing with elaims for compensa-
iion involving allegations against the Crown
forces or police in this area.”

And the Jwdee's ohservatjon i

“On daking my place on the DBeneh T
observed a Taree armed Toree in Uie Court,
apparently e the prrpese of enforeing the
prolulalion. 1 adjoorned 1o nest Sessions
all which 1 was wllemed  that ilie
erimingl injurics were commiited Dby tho
arvmed forces of the Government,”

But the guile of {he scurvy rogues now leth
Toose upon Treland was & small matter when
meastired with that of their Ministerial pay-
masters.  What the Government sanctimoni-
ously ealled “reprisals” were, as we have
seen, their way of avenging thenmsclves for
the collapse of Conseription and ihe realisa-
tion of Self-Determination  without their
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