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A NURSERY NOTION.

During the absence of the family in the
country Lhe nursery in town had beeu re-
docarated and rearranged.

Hlsic, aged six, was delighted st the chan-
A4 especially b the placig ol oa

TS

ppirrsr ceninst fer el

SN, oty s s, ol shall be nble
1

L wee soaseld sleeplug.”

Lot
GONIC FOR GOOD.

A entered e vestibule of an hotel
aind placed Ins umbrella in the stand; buot
Lofure poing upstairs he tied 1o the wm-
which he lad written:
CNB—This uwmbrells belongs te a cham-
pion boxer.  Back in ten minutes.”

T Aweniy minntes he returned, but the
wnihrells was cone, The ¢ard, however, was
Theres aud an it someone  had  writfen:
PS5 Umihrella taken by oz clhanpion long-
Won't be back at all.”?

el a eard on

dinipnee runner.

R A
THE CONFESSION.
“Onee aain my orders have been dis-

ohoved ™ sard the master inca eertain school,
“Who s the misereant*” “There
<Tlos wmaiter must he settled
ance and for alll’” bhe went oo in the same
Sand 1l will iell.
bev dn the elass wast he punished.™

The lavs, therefore, were caned, hni not
e wonld ddiselose the culprit’s nawe, nntil
suddenly. as the Tast bov was about to re-
ceive hie punishment, the cane was with-
held,

Fixing a keen look on the lad, ihe master
said s “Now, if vou will tell me whe did
this aelion T wili nob punish vou.”

AL righi, sivg Iodid it came the hesi-
Lriing reply,

sternly,

was sileiee.

ey manuer, nane overy

Lo
SMILE RAILSERS,
Dector: “Deep hreathing, vou arderstand,
destrovs nicrohes.””
Paticat: “But, doctor, hew can T force
them Lo hreathe deeply

7

Mrs, Torker (sichingd: *Ah, one half of
the world doesu’t Know how tie othar half
siifors,’

Mre, Fanstie: ©“Well chieer up, my dear;
10t your Lault.”

?

T suy, that your dog?
[s he clevee?”

Brown!
Jollv Jinide chap.

“Clever? 1 oshontd sqy w00 I T say o
him, - Ave vou ecomedoyg or aren’'t vou? he
comes—ar Qe doesn't

“Hluha,

2
I"renclinan s “Al, o wis is yeur leetTe son!
He look o be similaire {0 vou.”
Father: Yo, likeness.””
AR he dsc-how you eall eet?  CA elieep
of ze old bloekhead,” s cot not 37
]
“Anvthing exeiting happen to-day,
Mashand: <Well, T thonght 1 saw
w vaeant seal on the tram ear coming hiome,™*
Ww
MWe (Crving o starl car):
refuses to work,  There
somew e
Sheo Well, why don’t you lengthen il 2

there 1s a

\\'ifl".

dear #°

“Phis self-starior
is o shorl eireait

Science

Siftings

-~

By “Volt” (

The Tightnive-Rods  Lnventor,

It is fo Benjamin Franklin, the great
American scientist, that the credit beolngs
of inventing the first lightning conduetor
(savs o writer in John o’ London’s Weekly).
In 1747 a Loondon seientist, Peter Collinson,
presented to the Philadelphia Library =
wlass tube of the kind then used for pro-
dueing electricity by rubbing with silk or
skin.  Franklin was delighted with this, and
heeanie so engrossed in experimenting with
it [hat he declared he had little leisure for
anything else.

With hkim  collaborated three other pio-
neers-—Kinnersley, ITopkinson, and  Syng.
Botweenr them, within months,  they
found out the power of metal spikes to
ihrow off ““clectrical points,” as thev called
ihem; whey myvernd an cleetrical mackine,
beiter fitted than tooe-rubh’az oo thiraning
off the eleetrie space; wnd they diseovered
what s now known as positive and nepaiive

81X

cloctricity. Then Franklin hegan his nttemps
in wdentify lighining with the electrie sparic
produced by mechaniest means,

Al experinents
Franklin reported by letter (o Collingon,
who laid ihe leiters hefore the Roval Sceeiety

these  diseoveries  and

in Londen. When ihese learned men Lawgh-
ed ot them in derision, Colliusen persiacind
the cditor of ihe ffentlenpean’s Muagazrre {o
issue a litile hook on the subject. which wos
publisbed in 1751, This had snch a veane
that it was trauwlaled into Frenel, Gerian,
Latim, amd ltalian,

The first actnal experiment was wade hy
the scientist 1’Alibard, on May 10, 1732,
Ou top of a hill he raised a vod, 99 fret
high. and “a thunderbolt having passed over
the place where the bar stood, those who were
appointed to ohserve it drew near and at-
tracted from its sparks of fire, the same
kind of commotion as in the common elec-
trical experiment.”’

Franklin himself did not ot first put his
invention to any practical test. He thought
a hill of some height was necessary for the
purpese, and this was nol to be had in
Philadelphia. When he did put it to prac-
{ical proof he used neither a steeple (his
own original suguestion), nor even an iren
rod, hut a specially made kite,

(teorge TIT dishked Franklin’s political
opinions, and was anxious to discredit his
seientific discoveries as well.  He therefore
ordered the lighining conductors on  Kew
Place to have blunt instead of pointed ends.
When he asked Sir John Pringle, then pre-
sident of Lthe Royal Society, what he thought
of the change, Sir Jobhn told him plainly
that “‘the laws of Nature are not changeable
at the voyal pleasure.” This anneyed his
Majesty so much that he snggested Sir John
had hetler resign his presidency of the Royal
Saciety. He did o, and the breach helween
Them was never healed,  “Sides’™ were taken
over the quareel, the Court naturally sup-
porling the King, while the wits sympa-
ihised with Sir John,

Next World War: Application of Chemistry.

A eable message from Washinglon fo the
daily press, under date Febrnary 1, says:-—

Mr. ¢ D, Wilbur (Seeretary of the Navy)
has issned o statement in regard 1o the ridi-
eulous stories appearing i ihe press, maga-
vines, and hooks from time to time, pre-
dicting ihe horrors of the next great war.

Mr. Wilbur savs: “The writers who seek
to terrorise the people of the world regard-
ing the wwfnl calamities of the next war
overfools one fundamental prineiple of war—
that to have one yen must have
defenee, ane that ihe meithod of defence
shonld commenstrate with the offence.
Thus if poison gas is used by one side 16 can
11 disease germs ave

namely,
I)t!

he nsed by the other.
used hy one side they can he employed Dby
the ofher, and the wnatien, wmoreover, using
disease germs cwnnol confine the effects of
disease 1o onc side of {he fighting line.”

Mr. Wilbor giresses the negotiations of
treaties prolubiting the nse of zas, and savs,
moreover, hat 10 0% impossible to transport
or apply snfficient poison gas or other chemi-
als, or biolegical products 1o poison ihe
populations of whole ¢ities or countries as
the thew seientists—pre-
dict.  The dea s ridiculous, nor should it
even be relegated {o the ficld of bedtime
stories.

“My own judgnient,” says Mr. Wilbur in
conclusion, “is that (he next war will he
like most warg in listery, sporadie
local, involving comparatively fow peopkr.
and will he quickly over. The chances are
that the judgment of mankind will oppose
any war for ilhe whole purpose of the exter-
minalion  or  annibilation  of or
peoples,

writers—some  of

naltons

Ape Farmm for Seience.

The Pasteur Institute (says the Londow
Times) has set up in the island of Los, near
Konakri, in French Guinea, a “furm’ for
the breeding and preservation of apes and
monkeys required for medical experimental
purposes.  This is a laree, well-watered,
woedy, and fertile tract of laund near =
forest inhabited by chimpanzees and several
species of monkevs. A director has heen
appointed. and the necessary onibunildings -
constructed.  These include aeccommodation
for sick animals. The Tropical Discases Bul-
Tetin: remarks that himpanzees are the ‘‘most
snitable of our relatives for pathological
stady.” » They are also capable of affording
material for experimental psyeliology. The
haboons are far less casily managed, but very
intelligent.

There are many human diseases, including
mensles, searlating, typhus, vellow fever,
and infinenza, which cannot he transmitted
to ordinary experimental animals (rabbiis,
guinea-pigs, efe). The study of these mihst
he abandoned altogether nnless the “nenrest
relatives” of man ean he utilised. Thus the
effort of 1he Pastenr Tnstitide s likely 1o
lead to important resulis,
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W. E. ]oneé & Co.

Memorials of all kinds.
Fonts, Altars, Statuary.
Contractors for the memorial erected at Pahiatuza to the memory of the late Very Rev. Dean Thomas McKenna.
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