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Iie 4 Aprilis, 1900.

Traxstarion.—Fortiied by the Apostolie
Blessing, Lt the Wirectors and Writers of
the New Zealund Tablet conlinue to promote
the cause of Religion and Justice by the
ways of Truth and Peace.

April 4, 1900. LEQ XIII., Pope.
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Bax INGE is known as the Gloomy Denu,
D bt an artiele of his in the Muriiing
st

foz rather than sloom, confusion rather than

o miracleanongering suggests

pessitistie e ahbies his omn Clureh Tar
cicouracing fatih-Tiealing ; hut ot hottom s
Ciutholie
mraelexs Phis belief he elimrae
ferises as the e hadf-
etlucaled, and he deploves the desire of the

article s an wlteck on hedief  1n

e el ol
superstition of

average wan and wonaon for signs and won-

ders, We miay sav in passing that Onr Lord
Himsell remarked on this trait in humap

characier, but He did not connsel mankined,
as Bean Inge does, Lo dishelieve the evidence
of their senses. On the contrary, He used
signs and wenders as a wmagnet with which
to draw wen to Himsclf. He eured the sick,
raised the dead o life, aud surpassed a mul-
titude of wouders by raising Himself from
the dead.  But Dean Inge wust not sup-
pose that over-credulity is n failing peculiar
to the half-cduested., In spiritist eireles, for
example, he will find a large numhber aof
highly-cducated people without
question, not only what cannot he nraved,
but what is also palpably absurd,  1le does
naot appear ahle to distingunish hetween he-
lief I that which is «bore reason and helief
i thal which s

helieving

apposed o reason ;s and
until e can discorn the line of cleavage
hebween these two heliefs e will condinue
to confuse Catlolie faitl in the supreme
It
power of God to do whal He wills, with

ignorance, teickery, and superstition.,
x

It is when he writes of Lourdes that the
Gloomy Thean is least convincing, Lourdes,
he tells us, is wne commerce. This com-
nferee, we may say, is confined to the sale
of pious objects. whieh no ane is compelled
to purchase.  Health, however, is not traded
at Lourdes. Tn any ease. the churge of ox
ploiting curey is neither VOrY serious  nor

very creditable to {he person who makes it
Fds dntended to o rouse  public prejudice
awinst o disngreeable practice which does
nat take place in order fo divert publie at-
tentian the miracles which de,  The
imporlait point about Lourdes is not jts
shops hut its miracles.  1But Dean Tnge 15
muel too wary to discuss miracles nnresery-
edly. Instead, he merely deplores existing
farth in ke, and then 4rails off o the
Faith-lealers, leaving the uninformed reader

from

with the impression that the mivacles ot
Lourdes wre not different Crom what is done
by professional faiih-healers and physicians
ciploying auto-suggestion in the treatment
of nervous complaints. He attempts lamely
that
medical men wonld not coertifv o cure effoe-
find 1heir
the face of their seepiicism -unless the enre
liad actually taken vlace.  He savs, “medieal
vertificates are always foriheoming in such
cases and we need not assume that all the
testimony s consciously false.”  Mark ile
distinetion: the testimony is false, hut not
consciously so. A how to the inteority of
the their  simplicity !
Pat the Dean discloses his mental confnsion

o forestadl the mevitable objeetion

witheut assislavee- souetimes in

doctors, o sneer at
i the nexi sentenee in which he savs, ‘it
te tmacine onesell cnred »as to
11

eanse oocessation of pain”

IS8 ISy
exaltation
The

erttic forevtsy however, that e CXanining

nagine chesell and mental

will often

phy=ician ix oot Tikely o he decoived by his
laiter has
suecocded T deceivine himself - and we musd

patient™s aplindso, even i ihe

hear i mind G i the plivsician, el

the patient, who sions e cerlificate, Whal
elficet would  anto-snggesiion exercise upon

a diseased aud shatiered hone such as was
Could it
and  cancer?  Conld, it
transform what a decior descrihed as o living
corpse into a sturdy betng without g
or Blenixl 2 Comnnton sense savs that SHETErS-
tion would he these  eases, et
many suel are cured indantly ot Lourdes.
We wonder, oo, if poer Madame Rouchel,
who suffered from loathsome facial Tupus,
could have fouwnd
there was nothing
the sight of lier

i the leg of Pierre de Rudder >

cure fuherculosis
sore

useless in

it casy to lmagine that
the matter with her¥  As
shiver of
borror o those who lual Tooked upon il i
iy safe Lo say thal here af leasl is @ case in
whiich there was no danger of the faith of
the patient deceiving the eve of the doctor
who had previously proncunced her imeur-
able.  Auto-svggostion s not Teengiised at
Lourdes. Tt ix a tedions process at
hul the cures ot Lonrdes, an the other hand,
are trequently instantaeons,  New hones,
new flesh, have grown quicker ihien 1 hougi,
and pateid sores, which have defiod medieal
and surgical seicnce (0 remove hem,

Face cansed o

hest,

have
heen healed mstantly, leaving, perliaps, a
sear to mark the spol from which thex had
scorned the dectors.  Surely. some stronger
power than anto-sugeestion is at work hepe!
Again, does auto-suggestion explain  the
cures wranght in habies? TIow would Dean
Inge proceed to suggest to a child in arms,
scalded  beyond the power of hwman
medies to relieve it, that it suffered no
pam?  Another consideration is that hefore
snggestion ean be effertual the patient must,

re-

expect to be cured; bnt many of those who
are cured at Lourdes do not expect io be
enred, and frequently ne one is more as-
tonished at the cure than the paticuls them-
selves.  The extent of their belief is thut
God has the power to cure them if e
choeses 10 exercise it. We cannot command
God; we can only beseech Him; bhut the
fundamental principle of thereapeutic sup-
gestion is 1o command.

Doctors say there iy no secrecy at Lourdes,
o stage-management.  Thousands of doctors
have witnessed the cures wrought tlhere, and
all they can say is that they do not kuow
how they are effected. Botween the vears of
TROD and 1604, 2712 doctors visited the Medie
cal Office al Lourdes.  Of these, 461 were
foreipners, and it may be remarked also
that there were three members of the Paris
Academy of Medicine; one member of the
Brussels Academy of Medicine : one physician
to the King of Sweden; 26 professors - of
French faculties; 14 professors of foreign
Faenlties: eight professors of medical schnols ;
48 hespital doectors and surgeons; and 71
house snrgeons.  From May io Octobor, 1923,
260 physivians registered at the olinice, OF
this. number, on the ceeasion of about 20
cures which were officially  registored, the
President of Medieal Verifications appointed
100 colleague experis.  Of these, nine wore
distinguished practitioners in Paris.
Wwenre Ss‘\'(‘ll

Thera
Belzians, Jive Englishmen, five
Spaniards, two Dofehunon, one Halian, aund

one Portuznese. The others, two of tliem pro-

fessors ol the Faculte  (Montoellior  and
Lille), came from il Parts of Frogie, Al
these men signed the officin] rvports from

which 500 other physicinns wha were in
Lourdes coneluded that the enpes examined
could only he ocensioned by
tural cause. “Ts iy possible,” asks the Pre-
sident, “that  thix number of
should have avreed to

Lome supernia-

physicians
adopt this conciusion
through ignorance, through complaisance, or
dishonesty 27 1y {he Medical Office o cure
which might have beer won by natural means
s recorded. A patient suffering fifmun an
ircurable complaint brings a certificate to
that offect from his doctor 1o the Medieal
Olhee ot The patient is ithen
examined  there, and if iy the opinion of
the doetors it is stil] pussible to cure lis
trouble by natural means the cuse does not
Zo upon the hooks. If. gn the other hand.
the patient is aaain judged incurable, lis
aure, if it be wronght as a vesalt of s visit
to the Grotto, will be recorded only if he
refurns to the Offies for re-examination.
Seeplies, such as Dean Inge. are mueh more
voncerned  aliond, imputing irickery than in
facing the facis.  We might snggest, how-
ever, thal a trickster, able to cnre instantly
diseases of the most varied and loatheome
kind, ought to be regarded ax a public
factor rather

Lonrdes,

bene-
than as an ohject of aversion
in these days of physical scourges and deadly
epidemics.  But Dean Tope, like the doctors,
does not know how these things are done;
and becanse he does not know how thev are
done he says they are not done ai all. The
medical world, however, knogs hotter and
does not hesitate to say so.
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