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FRIENDS AT COURT

GLEANINGS FOR NEXT WELK'S
CALENDAR

Yelh, 1, Run.— Sexagesima Sunday.

v By Monc - -Office of the Day.

1T e Offiee ol Lhe Dav.

s I Wedl Rt Bimeon,  Bishop  nud
Marlyr,

5o 1 Thar-- Office of the Day,

o 2 Fri- Office of the Day.

-‘.‘ 2EoSal Odfee of the Blossed Virein.
B

GRAINS GF GOLD

ROMANCE.

When I was young, wmy fauey straved

T realms enchanted, fair to see.

Where Love was King, and Tove wus olad
Tiavmor; and his oves were wlad.

lie conrted perils undismayved——

T conld not think of him airaid—-

He was the perfeet knight, and Le

Would deien at last {0 look on rre.

T travelled by the common roud,

My common dav-dreams Jimmed with ¢ime-
Bat still the xouth within my heart
Cried ont, and clatmed sone little part

fn high rowanee =in ail that glewed

Aud burned, in all that stirred and flowed.
Not stagnanl would T waste wy prime,

T asked that Tife should he enhlime.

Then God made answer to my praver.
My daxs rolled anward as of Tore:
He led we by ahie heaten {rack,

And Taid wew hurdens ar myv hack.

U elimpsed no vision sirmnge and e,
el fvifling task. cueh paftey eare
Continued changeloss as hefore,

And vet He opened wide o doar,

The dulluess of caell connam day

He touched with radianee fair io soc.

He showed me Tove, hut Love wis cvow e
With thorns, and leaten 1o the ground ;

A King, iwdeed, but One whose evos
Shone with 1lie light of sacrifice.

A King, indeed, hut Oue who praved
For strength to weet dealh unafraid -

A pilerim King, who eame to bloss

By sharing it, our Joneliness,

And 1eft on carth, sinee earth e trod .
The splendid hish romance of Gad,
The perfeet Knight of clhivalry

Tl not disdained 1o look on me,

L

DEATH RATHER THAN MORTAL SIN.

When Queen Blanche beeame the mother
of St. Louis. she received him from God as
& treasure to be guarded with the uimast
eare. From his earliest vears she kent one
greab thonght hofore his mind—to love above
all things lis Heaveuly Father, and never lo
olferdd Hin by Often when ihe Tittle
hoy was plaving by her side or sitiing on
her knec, she would say lo Him: Ay dear
child, God Kkinows Low muele 1 love von, vel
SO

s

woull 1 see vou lying dead ut iy
fect than koow (hat v had offended (lod.

by o martul sin
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NORA

Translated from the German by PriNcess LicoETENBTEIN
(Published by arrangement with Burns, Oates, Washbourne, Litd.)

CHAPTER XV.—{Conlinued.)

Nora hardly heard what Landolio sanl, nor
sow o what die did, She meehanieally oboyed
hi, whilst, the one dreadful thought kept
ehawing at her hieart: Had she foreed hLer
Father to this awfal determination? Had she
repelled him so havshiy that be had been Tod
to think this the enly war of eseaping from
rutn amdd Jrom shame?®  Ier refusal {0 com-
plv with his wish now socwed o monstrous
acl of crnelty o her,

“It has all happened threngh wmy faull”
she repeated with tremulons lips.  “Father.
fatleer. don’t diel T the nanwe of pite, don'l
die! 1 will do auxtlhing and overyvihinge for
vour sake!  Father, 1 suleindy swear to do
agovou wish,” she whispered ta the uncon-
selons anan, inoa o perstasive fone. as il she
thonght he joust hear her. and be ealled
hack Ao Jife aeain,

Wi it only the ehange of posiiion. or was
i the votee of Lis ehild asd her warvm breatl,
whicli caused a
Nis oty and 2

shight shiver fo pass {hrouch
gentle sioh fo hreak throuch
lis tighllv-elosed lips>
foucther inoa
praver of thankseiving aned of entreafyr.
TDon det Tiime die? O v Savion.
den’t et him die {hrowsh wmy danit! The
serifice ol iy whole §ife <hail rxpinke {his
whai il Y Al she
then spoke she prewed o Hitle eross whieh

Novao elasped her e

troment,  eosd sy a8
~he wore vound hier weck npon his Wlanehoed
lips. owalt ithink neiling (oo mueh in
lo save father:™  And, indeod,

it seemed o her as il ihe werifice of her

order v,
awn Ffeowas the only price wiih which e
ceinld huy her faiher's,

Laudolio now  relurned, aveonipanied by
two or three men with o liiler. To Mys,
Karsten Tie had ouly said that Ter hoshand
hael sprained lis ankie in the wond. and thai
e, therefore, required Tielp in order 1o earry
him To the he hroken vem-
nants of the bridee rendered o ollier ox-
planation necessary,

lirne. nen,

The director was carefully placed upon the
ltter. and Nora did not ot o of hig Tand.
As xoom as the slightest movement was per-
«ceplible tpou his Tace. she whispered her con-
sent to his wish goftiy in his car, as if she
feared that his soul might depart hefore
learning that she had aceomplished her duty
to liin as a daughter.

It seemed o lier as if a lieht suddenls shoi
from his cves, and as if he had understood
her meaning, and once even, she thanght,
Ahat he had pressed her hand ever so slightly.

The lours which followed were full of an-
vnish to her, and xet Mrs, Warsten was
rendered so eompletely powerless T agita-
tion that Nera was forced {0 work lerself
up to the highest pitel of enorey and  of
sollpossession, Tk was appalling to see how
ealmly she undertook everyihing

e

nol negleed -

tge the niost apparen(ly insignificant diree-
tiens ol 1he doctor. The Latter doctered that
the divector had suffered from g shuht attack
of apoplexy, and et his stale had been
made warse by ihe fime e had spent in
the water. During a few davs hie hevered
helween dife amd dealll. Nora nover left his
side, neither by <dav nor by night: she did
nob speak, she did not complain, she did not
weep s she accomplished even (he slivhtest of
her duiios as nuese— it for everything else
she seened tnrned o stone,

When the conscionsness of the sick man
hadi retnened, e (0id nat in any way allude
Foofhe pasts nor did o word abont his
dent eross his Hpe,

acei-
He seemed acitated and
pamed as his senses gradnally enme hack 1o
B, i bis oyes senehl Nowva's wich a look
partly sy parily anxions. But Nora would
wol L hovoie by Talves, <o 1hat she songht
aloonee foowive dhe (Gired brain ininediate
restoand watisfaeiion, Kueeling ot lis hed-
side amd embracing Lim tenderly, she whis-
pered Lo him the promise which she had
made in il firsi hour of her dvspair, and
whicl, sinee then, <he bad ofien repeated
inwardly fo herself,

Té was strange to mark e rfieet of these
words upon the eonvaleseon | man. At first
he Jooked seeptically,

1hen wonderingly ot
her,

andd ol Tasl o ehildlite inv passed neress
Bix wan features. He pressed his danohter’s
Lind ta his shoulder and snid, “Then T have
lob only dreamnt this: i was nol a mere
phattom whe came (o i6ll o Ihat von would
Save me. Nora, Nora: T knew that you
would he iy own woml ehild, A1hat von would
ol Torsake me in my distress.
your okl father need nol
tifnl Liorses-—Tijg pride,
which hie cannot live.
O Nora ! that will e pleasant! You will
put the other one emnplvtely aside; we wili
he all in 2] 16 each oilier ne in the good old
times when you were a Jittle girl and en-
than heing placed upon
2 borse by vour Tather, Do yeu remember
that still, Nora? . And then they enme
and Aried {0 separaio my little givl from
wes bul yvon are like your mother, aud will
Irave cverytling for me.”
“Fvervthing 1" rasped Norn,
must linve Tain o
{op

And now
give up lis hean-
his famo, wilhont

Jovedd noelhing more

and  there
deep anguish in the word,
it seemed to nwnke 1he sick man ont of
his jovfal trance.

“You would never have heen happy with
Tim, my eirl,” e went on, smoathing her
soft haiy compassionately.  “You would have
Been indeseribably miserable, T know the
world: they wonld huve always hated you for
Laving, ns it were, foreed voursell npon
rem, and Jie woukd al liat have repented of
his elingee i have neeleciod you. And that,
veur kenew, wanld have been o thawsand limes
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