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FAMINE IN IRELAND

A few months ago it was rumored that the
potato crop in some of the western distriets
ol lreland had failed to materialise in suffi-
rient abuundance Lo meet the needs of the
people.  The [rish papers, however, did not
appear to regard the poesition as critical, as
most of them did not refer to the matter
at zll. Iowever, last weck a cable appeared
in tho daily papers to the offect that the

Iree  State Governwent  had  alleeated
£250L000 for velieving the conditions in
the  famine-stricken  area.  The people
ol Ireland  are  to hoe  congratulated
o the fack that they  have  now

reacheld o stage ol political and cconomic
determtnism when they have a Government
that 1s able and willing io devote so Iavee
aosun o the relied of distress v the country,
Wo e assured by fhase inoa pesilion to
the and heari of Lhat
Fho frish people deel thad Treland’s problons

frony mind freland

are Hiete problenssand theivs alone s and s

staiement o To g cerbon exlewi borne ol

by the aetion of e Freee =late Governnend
ihovobine o Liece same of oney for Donine
relicd porposes. 0 the problem herones boo
creal for the Trich peaple fo handie by Hhem-
sebves those e ety will ot he slaw 1o
with  the friepds of  Treland
oversens, when, no doubt, areater Irelund
it did o the
We nre deeply wrery Tor the Trish

comnen e

will respand as pencrously ayg
past.
frind, conting s
i
Phee effoets ol which ihe connley will nol ree
13

Them woe

people i this Their Tatesd

woadoes upon ihe hooly of {error JFram

cover lur o iany veprs whihe v

prossiie one svepp e wiils TN

also veeneer heir feelinees, Trebad Seols it

sl Ts now o wabion onee aonion, and e

wishes fo enjer the measure of tnslepenslonee
for whizh Ja
as she loneed o he free from the teranay

st fought w0 sivenonsly,

ol an auitside Power beeanse that Power
varped frer Tencitons and  prevented  her
From exereising Lier richts anid Hearing her
twn resptaantlities, so givo dees she now

ot-ide inferference -

everr henevalent interference—in the seffling

wish fo be Tree foom

of Ber indbrnal social and economic prabloms,
el 15 nol anly a natien, she i< a sonei-

Live nabion s well. There was a idtre when

ciretestinees over which she il noocont ol

foreed her o Teok to her wandering children

Far aseiromee, hot o that time I~ with her ne

!

luitrer, i e ~dandds terete hor owy feet

s wadtoni, iedenendent and selloreseciipne,

We holiove that we can plaree e hest by

resvecting: her selfreseict. and by pelenine

te from throwiine vusobicitod shine into hey

O ‘ ‘ o
Lino Sho was penicln! for the asoasiance

civen oo the ofd davs nd <O more eratelul
for i But

she asked assistoree only it shie misla he

Uhe ~parit i which 10 was given.

anl e
Lo permtl fer oobry,

placed Tiw position o hely heredr,

wonled beosa Rinedly et

now Ahal aa doperluniiy i given her Lo
show wlhae e enn doo O <he finds the
tosl oo diflicole sl ureent for her i
wedinte resonrees sbe will wurely ool hesic
tate to tell o sol and ther we ean offer our

help without harlinge her feelings.
A
[ feond nal dug sl omy necessiiios o mare
efftyacinne renedy toan the wownds of Christ,
— =i

Mrrustine,

NOTES

An Irish Play

Aluny Irish plays are finding their way
into this countey. [t s surprising  that
mote dramatic societies are not formed here.
It the connivy or thoe city, these plays with
a little censoring perhaps could be performed.
Dramatic talent is o curions thing. 1t lies
hidden in unexpeeted persens,  Only prue-
tice of a play will bring it out. If the first
performanee be disappointing the perlormers
must not dizscouraged.  Perhaps inoa
different tyvpe  of they will sueccewd.
Comodies are the safest beginning.  Aastakoes
are hidden in ihe merciful laughter of in-
dulizont audiences, 1 one had the time it
would he wortle while to start a crusade for

he
play

the plavs, Ad every concert there are songs,
vocilalions, awd danees, Whatl o cliange it
would he fo liear as part of the prowranime
e whole ar oo poariion of a0 woml play. For
the ehildren it & o fae more exeiling form
ol colertainment Lhan the nsual declimatory
thid
Bul i vrest of ihe schools now plays are por-

Formed o thal it s the srown-ups whe are

recitalion i anonthed Timse alter the.

i necd ol the plays moxt,

it
the play, a vesding ol 00 as helter than no-
is the difliendty  of
Youne people must he nadde o

sodonnd to he impossible too stage

ihier, Usnadly there
rpipenl,
i bmre stave st blos-

Readime

ook Tl old prople.
o tuto o Bantis Seize apartment,

<o poor subsbioiie bie e s the besto i the

cirenms Lonees, Bemdine  oxclodos achwon,

e al the mosb omuaral ferms of human

exvres<ot bt 10 tenns the noviee in voice-
pflection, o w0 ixoa preparation for some-

it betier, There are plays of all nafions

thati aiee worth e veading,  and  that,
abrideed. can be made o st the most

eritieal of audiences, amd no andienvey are
more erivien] than those fo which the per-
formers are known in everyday hife.

But the Trich plays come into one’s mind
parily race, partly

privwe 1 the wondertfol huregeening of Trish

irom  reasons of from

arrim in the fast Yew vears, The Abbex
Theatre s been wiueh eritieised. Synge s
el D Yeots s Ul auder five. TU 1s

true he s no longzer the Yeats of the pure
wandered
as Clnte as the Paris
Conferenee, stll Yeals enough to
ihat Padroie Pearse’'s “Wavlarer” was
the best Anclo-Trish noem of modern yeaps.
“The

There woere xare hearts and sore

and Cdrowsy Tnnislreee ;s hie lias
min hut

Was

the oeenll.
he
i
Syviie has heen nel eniticised for
Ihvhoy.™
e

ihretion,

over that bewildering, whimsical pio-
race s
Fimnar

In Treland wride of

tevment. a0 hianlis a0 passion.

O Doty o an exeeedingdy clever, though
Witier, hook, The Wastod fstand, commoents
vn o this xereness,  Lhis sensilivenoess, No

Fnelichiman, e sovs, Thinks of hinself  if
lie wees an uroleasing nglishoan portrayed,
Bt 4o o drishen, one had Trishman por-
traved ixoan ipsult 1o Drelond from Ana
Liffov Lo ihe Galtees. Well iF iUs o fauli,
i's o Tair fault. F1 praves that Treland is
ware than U SEate, it is a family Slate. and
where one’s family i cencerrned the lanec

By Eileen Duggan

should not grow rusty m the sheath,  So
Ireland had a right to fling her rage on
Svage when he wrote The Playboy,” hul

she had a right o forgive hun lorever when
he wrote “The Riders to the Seal”

‘* Riders to the Sea”

It's @ short thing after all, this play, that
is one of ihe wenders of modern Jiterature,
Soogreal is it i ity stern, snnple Lerror and
vratdeur that a prose deseription of 11 sveins
ke presumption, Who
could deserithe 1t? one who saw It
plaved n Leebind by a0 wonderful band of

something  very
Bune

Irish actors broke down during s deserip-
Eron al the mere niemoery of it Another who
Iiad oo fove for Treland Yonnd 1 s plereing
that e could seareely bear to read the end.
The chavaeters hriclly sore Manyra, an old
peasanl wonan of sine ol the Meak wostern
ilangls, Bartley her son, Cathleen her dongl-
ter, and Norg the vorneer dhgshicr,

The plax opens with Cathleen spiuning,
One ol

This is part of the converation

The old woman s restine, ihe sonx
ix nissthg,
between the two wirly the priest has
hrought them clothes 1o identiiy,

L
Cathleen: How wonld ihey he Michael's,

Nera? [low wonld he vo the lenuth of that
way o the Tar norili 2™
Nora: T vonng priest sivs he’s known

the like of . 1010 Michael's they are)

says he, von can el berself he's wot elean
Burial, by the wrace ol Guid, and it they re
ol hix, let no ene sax o word ahont hiem,
for she'il he wetting her death,” e says,
Cerving and Lonenting D7

The elothes were Michaels, and Bartley,
the other son, has Lo wo that very day on
the water, Bartley comex inoand old Manyvra
hobbles out, sad and gquezulons to heg him
not to go.

S0t was a hundred horses. or a thowsand
horses you had iteell, what is the price of a
thousuand horses avainst a son whoere there s
ong son only.’

In her anger she lels him go without a
blessing, and then broken-hearted hebbles off
tn wive it to him as he rcunds ihe bend.
She comes haek keening, laving had a sud-
den vision of his end.  Yery soon he is
carried back 1o her from the sea. At the
end we are left with the spectacle of the
youny women weeping, and the old woman
with ihat sudden, deadly siiliness of resig-
nafion that falls on the aged at the sight
of death. When one expects them to keen
antl o ery they are enlm with the windless
calm that cores the lmrricanc.

“They're all gone now, and there isn't
anvthing more the sea can do to me. . ., .
T'1l have no call now to be up crving and
praving when the wind breaks in the south,
and von ear hear the snef is in the east,
and the snrf is in the west, making a great
stir with the two noises, and they hitting one
on the other. . . .

They're all together this time, and the
end is come. May the Almighty God have
morey on Baitlev’s soul, and on Michael’s
soul, and on the sonls of Shamus and Patch,
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