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a presentment to County Court Judge Vause,
iz Brooklyn, expressed its “amazement and
depression at the prevalence of crime and
criminal tendencies of the youth of Brook-
_lyn” Tt declared thai ““in seeking an ex-
slanation of this menacing fact we need look
no farther than the homes whicll have reared
them.” The jurymen said parents have
shirked their responsibilities by ignoring the
spiritnal welfare of their children. Business
and pleasure pursuits of parcnts have de-
prived their children of the right of loving
companionship. Others by their own defiance
of law have iaught theiv children defiance of
“Faw-breaking homes do not praduce
Law-hreakine hreeds

law.
law-abiding children.
law-breaking.” The jurvmen went on o say
that an alarming nmnber of children  in
Brooklyn are growing up with ne relizions
training whatever. A prominent jurist re-
cently declared that in hig iwenty vears on
the DBench could reeall hui the
thowsand criminals hronehi hefore hime whao
had had o Sunday-school Leaining. 10 this
recordd is 1o be wecepted at iis faee value it
means ihat the
the religious mstitutions of whatever creed,
“What are the rewmedios®  We are convinesd
that the wost esseniial 1w o af
religious influence in the home.
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reviluation
The perfect
home b5 that which teains (s sons aned dash-
ters not only in hody and wind it alse in
Lot o it that chnl-
hive the wolden rule
Lt ny see
Juin the

anel

the spivit, TRETE nur

dren  shall Tearned
rather than the rile of erecd.
to it that they have a square deal,
childven in their
insist that thieir conceptioun of lite shall net
ho corrupted by vicious filthy
books. Gunmen, thugs, and hostleggers ave
not made in a day. Thexy are the product
of homes where laxriy mdifference
reigms.  The eriminals of to-morrow are in
our homes and gchools and an our streets to-
day, impressionable, eager fo learn, Jooking
for a hero to worship and a cang to join.™
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Skulls
Sir Bertram Windle has wrilten an arficle
Cmome Wild Woriing.

e dmerica enlibled

about Skulls,”” iu the course of which Le

tells of some ridiculous blunlors revareding
“prehistoric man’ of which =ome alleged
scientists have been guilty. Ile had said that
tiiere was more rubhish written ahout pre-

historie man than about almiost any atler
subject. Tmimediately o crilie, modestly

labelling himself “A Man of Science,” dealt
severely with this opinion; and tn order to
justify his eriticism, he suid that “from the
otber side of the world the cables jolied us
with the message that a  miallion-year-uid
human skull las beeu found 1 the Pala-
gonian Andes.””  The was
panied by a fancy picture of the being called
Pithcanthropos erectus, The discovery was
sent to a jury of cxperls who reported thab
tho thing was nol a skull 26 all nor ever
had been such, but merely an oddiy-shaped

arlicle aceon-

bit of stone. 8ir Bertram also refers
to the amusing case of the Talgai
Jskull.  This skull, found in Australia

some few years ago, was dug up in a hilla-
Long. It undoubtedly is the eranium of a
person of small brain, and it presents other
characiers generally associated with a

low level of civilisation. Tts age was imme-
diately fixed at the conventional million
years. This estimate was nos permifted fo
pass unchallenged, some authorities bolding
that fifty-thousanl ryears was wnpearcr the
mark. Then eame Mr. Avchiball Meston,
for many years ° Protector of the Ab-
arigines” in Queensland, charged with the
sorrowful duty of removing the Talgai skull
from the realms of romance. He said that
to his own knowledge a black fellow was
shot by the native police and buried in that
hillabong, the grave heing filled in with red
hasaltic c¢lay in which the supposed ancient
skull was found. But even that did nol
embarrass the “scientists,” for even yet they
speak of the Talgai skull ax of great anti-
quity and fossilised.  Sir Berirawm Windle
then gees on to deal with the carrent f{allacy
that the age of man and his standard of
civilisation can he accurately determined hy
his skall, Tt is quite possible that the spe-
cimen may be one of a recently-living indi-
vidual, perhaps a wandering idiot, with a
misshapen skull, Those who are old enough
to remewher ihe early “seventies of the last
century do not need to he reminded ihat
Leon Gambetta was oune of the most pro-
mineni politicians 1 Frapee at ibhat time.
He. with  Bismarck
ihe German Chaneellor. Tt happened by
ihe aceident of the pesitions secupied by
theze men thai their skolls and hratns were
examined after death.  Bismarck was foand
to have a Dbratn which weighed somewhore
in the regiom of four pounds. heing perhans
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as heavy o brain as was ever recorded. (am-
an the other lhauwd, weighed
a half peunds, rather more
than half the weight of the brain of Bisc
wmarck., and a bhalf pound lighter than the
average Kuropean brain. Yet whatever might
he alleged agninst Gambetta, no one wonld ne-
cuse him of being a fool. Some twenty
vears ago there was a liftle Duteh girl, o
dwarf, about two feet high, with the hreain
about the size of that of a child of one or
two years of age. Yeb she conld ialk flu-
ently in four languages. Al of which voes
fo show thal the size of the skull does hol
indicate the cupacity of the brain inside
it, and as guide to the period in which its
awner lived it must be dismissed altogether.

hetta's brain,
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Crime and Its Causes

Howas not yesterday we (ormed the Opin-
o that popular’” seientists are a class who
invent unpronouncable words to give weight
and dignity to palpable absurdities; and it
was not yesterday the theory was advanced
that the criminal is the vietim of a physical
detect of the mass of grey matter, compris-
ing the busal ganglia and the nervous sys-
tent. The theorists say we should not punish
tho law-breaker for burglary or murder any
more than we punish a person for centraet-
iy cancer or breaking his leg. Mr. French
Strother altempts, in o series of urticles in
the TWorld’s Work, to justify this nonscuse.
He describes the new discoveries in crimin-
ology made by Judge Olsen and Dr. Hickson
of Chicago, according to whom a particular
type of emotional insanity (dementic Prac-
cor) 1s the cause of practically all erimes.
Mr. Strother goes on to say that we now

know three facts about emolional insanity %

that we did not know before: 1. Emotional
insanity is nearly always inherited. 2. Emo-
tional insanity is incurable. 3. Emeotional
insanity can now be positively diagnosed and
accurately measured. A novel cure for this
disease is proposed. ‘“These pathetic victims
of their physical inheritanee” should be com-
mitted to puarded farm colonies where they
mayv live a civilised life in a place of sun-
shine and fresh air. And the permanent
solution of the problem of erime is to pre-
vent the victims of emotionnl insanity from
over beeoming parenis,

An Able Critic

Anthony M. Beoedik, D)., writing in
Amervica, delivers o eaustic eriticism of the
untenable theory advanced by ¥br. Strother,
and Jucidenially he expuses a very dangerous
feature of it which s commonr to guite a
number of the tallicions theories applied to
other problems.  The dangerous leature is
exaggeration. It is nndonbtedly true that
physical or menial defecis may have an in-
fluence un the acis ol eriminals; butl 16 is
corfainly unirae 1o zav that that nfluenee
ix the tolal ennse of erime, vr thai 1t bears
even a paramonni. <hare. To aceept this
would he to Uit the eriminal = not
personally responsible for aay ol his offences.
The Commadments, = Thon halt not steal’”
“Thon not: kil would have no
application ai alle Awain, if emotienal in-
sanity mcurable, it that when
Cheist said Lo the woman taken i sin, “Go

ERS

and ~halt

I8 follows

and xinono more.” He was just voleing a
Few vain words of encourgwement, Fnowing
that the iraits she inherited from lier an-
vestors made it 1mpossible for her to avoid
sin, - Why was Judas hlamed, for he but

followed the Dbent which nature placed in
him?  And how were great sinners lrans-
formed inlo great saints i e malady from
which ther suffered was incurable?  The
truth, of course, Is that God gives every man
the grace sufficient to enable him to work
out his salvation; and the notiom of frec
will and human responsibility 18 necessary
to cxplain why, in spite of this grace, men
cant lose {heir souds. This new theary is but
another revival of the allempt 1o explain
away our responsihility for onr own acts. Tt
15 said that 128 items of emotional hehaviour
are heing studied by members of the staff
of one of the American universities, cenabling

them to elassify their students as “intro-
vert, psyehoasthenoud, neurasthenoid, sehi-
zotd, and hysteroid.”  “In their dav,” com-

ments the Pittshnrgh Goazeife Times, when
their son's conduet hecame ton ohsireperous
mentally the conduct was classified merely
* This had the additional re-
commendatien that it was easier to pro-
nounce as well as to spetl than new
terms.  In those days campuges were not so
spacions as they are now—mot v was searcer
and endowments fewer—so the usual place
selected  for observation was a small shed
to the rear of the dwelling house, where the
winter's wood supply was stored.  The treat-
ment way according 1o an  eld  Seriptural
prescription,  indexed: Psalms, 89; 32
[Douay Version Ps. 88: 33] and Proverbs
13: 24. One dose was ordinarily sufficient
Lo give prompt relief.”
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