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Current Topics

France and the Yatican

M. Hernot, the French Premicr, must have
lost s sl entirely when, during the de-
hato the Clanber of Depaties on the
proposal to withdraw the French Ewbassy
from the Vaticasn, he supported the proposal
on the gronnd that during the war the then
reigning Pontifl had failed to “demand
justice above the elamor of batile,” and «f
having “displaved 2 curious type of nontrai-

1

i oa
word, he condemmed the Vatican because it
did wob perait itself io hecane a tool of the

iy, cven in the lace of abroeities”’

Allicd Governments by candemming Geriory
on the sirengtle of the cock apd bull storwes
that rose from the feritle imagination of
entevprising Journalists and posturing poli-
tictany.  The Pope, lowever, had o great
deal more wisdom than M. Herriot, io say
which Is nel to oy hime o very hiel com-
plinent. Toe policy ol the Pope doring the
war needs qodefenee, 1 has heen catliciently
vindieaied who  knew the 1w
and all the vemn tlat ML Hereiot can pour
npo ihe

ha those L=

the Pope will nol have stislitost
elfecty sove 1o canvire sensinfe people that
the #rench Promier heeomes more ehildish as
T orons oLler, Tie proposal was cavried,

ihe Chamber approving by 31 vales to 250,

Out of i bowever, o paradoxieal situalion
arisez,  The Pronen-Vatlean Coneordat of
1301, whish was renowneed by Wranee in

Aaee-Lorraine and
The Freueli Chamber deetded
to withdraw the Nwhassador from the Vati-
can, bof 1t ede provision ie Lhe Fstimadoes
for the contiuation of the Alsace-Torraine
Mission,  We thot M. MHerriot
i todinl <o easily somiddle eanrse.
Tit not the MWely
e, that prenosed 1o re-open the Vatlean
Fanderesr, and the withdeawat will not affect
the Yatican.,  Franee herself will he  the
Toser, hui ihal ot disturh M. Herriot

so deins s he Baleos e ]Ill‘.l.\('ll.

1905, stitl oxists Letween
the Floiv See.

{aney wis
ROTTS
wis Teange,
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Modesty in Dress

The Chorelr speakis nono aneertain voiee
wiint resard to omodesty o dress. Seeular
paners say that fow actinns of {he Papacy
inrerent v heve allracled snel general

attention io all pares of the world as ihe
defiiio slund faien hy Pope Pius X1 on
Lhi< mabter. too fealy, 70 i« reparted, the
membhers ol the Natwnsl Undon of Talian
Catlialic Gty huve conunenceed an aciive
empnign apainsi e dest fashions, Their
procramne coibiiaes bwo pariss fiesd, fo
dvmonsierte e tellyv, stusidice, and har-
Davi=m of  drvaedest Fosloous: and  seeond,

Lo ostoerst he moed clicacions moegns of oh-
anid
which the
Tue Archhishop

of Clermenn, i Prranee, s <ond Lo Biave issued

SAllractive
totd, 15 the rule

fatpine practieal resnlis,

edest, we e

elil~ are e~ned o follow.
ovders tint all pepsons appearing in insuffi-
ciend costume sledl be invited fo leaee le
cluieeh, el vieafs ave diveeled Yo rciuse
Holv Cemmanion Lo those presetineg them-
In the TUnited
Staces also the crusade has been taken up.
The President of the Catholie Big Sisters of

selves unbecomingly warbed,

Brooklyn told an interviewer that clothes
may he very alluring without being vicious.
“Den’t ivy to dress the way they do in
revues,” she advises. “IL can’t be done in
ong case out of a thousand.” 'The pastor
of a Frenell chureh brings a little satire to
hig assistanee in orvder to bring his parish-
ioners to a sense of their duty in this re-
gard. He published the following notice in
his parish bulletin:- =M. le Cure knows as
weil 2t povene the difhenlties of the high
cost ut nviag amd the incereased cost of cloth.
He has ibe deepest sympathy tfor the sorrow
of the yourwe girls who are wnable {o pro-
enre for their wedding more than hall a
dress, which leaves their chests and arms
bare. He has therefore purchased a wvery
fine scarf of white wool, which will be kept
in the sacristy, and which he will make o
point of offering to " all young hrides whoe
aro too thinly elad and who wonld risk cateh-
ing cold i our ehuarch. This fatherly soli-
citude, he trusts, will he appreciated by all
wnterestod parties,”

A Beautiful Death!
Some mouths ago we referred Lo the dictum

of Bernavd Shaw  thai - Protestantism  in
Ireland i« wob o rvebimion: 1 1s a side 1n

political Tnciion, a class prejudice, a convie-
tlon that Roman Catholies are socially in-
ferior persons, who will go to hell when they
die, aud leave heaven in the exelusive posses-
sion of ladies and  wentlemen.”  GUB.Ss
opinion is well llustrated by a story which
is now going the roumds of the Home papers:
A dyving Beltast hoy, having asked for his
“wee sash™ and s drum.” Aurned
his [aece 1o the wall and said, “To hell with
the Pope,”

wee

and fhe veod Lord {ook him to
Thimself.  ©Ax,)" said tho sorrowing mother,
“tt was a beautiful death.””  We do not
vouch for the truth of the story, but 1t and
Bernard Shaw appear
agreement.

to he in complele

Acrostics and Religion

England and the United States have gone
crazy over crossword puzzles. Tt was in-
evitable that seoner or later they would he
called to assist Protesizut pastors to over-
come the living problem of the empty pews.
Just as one elergyman recently took to climh-
ing reund the walls of his charch in com-
pany with a haboon, jnst as others have
introdueed love storv pictnre films {o keep
their congregations awake and to add a dash
of romanee to their services, so also has the
Baplist pastor of Knoexville Chureh intro-
dueed acrosties to help fill his temple with
devauts woershippers. The puzzle concedled
the wards of the preacher’s text, and we are
told that all the crossword enthusiasts at-
tomded to try theie fortune at solving the
riddle.  The minister said "he believed the
uxe of the crossword puzzle as an aid to
Bible «ludy would be of immense value 1o
veligion.  To whielh we might add, “We
don’t think.” We might go further and say
that a knowledge of Bible texts does not
necessarily mean an increase in  spiritual

—_ i

fervor. Did not the devil quole Scripture to
tempt the Son of God? And what will hap-
pen when the crossword eraze goes oub of
tfashion? The new-found religion will evap-
orate with 1t; and worried pastors will then
be looking for song and danee artists td
brighien the weary hour in their churches.
The Catholic Church can congratulaie her-
self on the fact that the empty pew problem
does not trouble her: but she 1 based upon
something  more  stable than  crossword
puzzles and tumbling monkeys; and 1hal just
makes the difference,

The Sutheriand Case

Much mteresi was manifesied in the recent
litigation on hirth-control when Dr. suther-
land figured us ile champion of Catholic
That Dr,
sutherland sueeceded hefore the highest judi-
cial tribuual in Kngland speaks volumes for
the soundness of Catholic doctrine in regard
to the family. The ease was well treated
by Father Sargent, 0.1, when speaking to
a Greenwich congregation o few weeks ago.
The preacher said that seldom has there been
witnessed 0 more «driking testimony of ihe

principles and Cadholic teachine,

Churel’s wisdom than the selemn pronounce-
ment made by the highest judicial court in
a non-Catholie land, where the so-ealled ro-
formed religion has so lamentably led to w
weakening of the principles of morality, as
seen every day in onr divoree courts.  Nar
eann we fail to appreeinte that this vietory
over the powers of woral roin has been wen
only amidst the preatest difficuliies  wrt
agninst the combined forees of anti-Cathoklie
inflnences.  The present-day world is spiri-
taadly bankrapt of religions values, =0 Lhak
the marmage 1denls which onee were our
surest shield in family life have now becowme
wonkened to almest virtual extinelion. 1t
is left to the Catholic Clmreh io fight single-
handed the battle for those woral principies
which are the mainstay of our civilisation.
And yet Catholics are acensed—as a certain
coittentions cleric of a northern city recently
had tho temerity io zecuse them—of being
Corandiy’ isolated and indifcrcut in mal-
lers of national concern and communily wels
fare. Bul wmay we nol now ask why it is thiab
our brethren outside the fold have so iso-
lated themselves from this grcat moral issue
while Catholics have fought to uphold, at a
supreme cost, the sanctity and integrity not
merely of the Christian home but of every-
thing that has counted so far in the great-
nesg of any civilised nation? The answer we
shall find, convincing and condemnatory, in
the atiitude of “*other Churches” townrds
the question of birth-control as reperted in
the proceedings of “Copec.””  There we sece
and read and uwnderstand how, amidst such
chaotic reasoning, the Catholic Chureh alone
is scen to be “isolnted.”  But her isolation
15 that of her Divine Founder’s choosing.
Tt is the resnlt of her Divinc-given preroga-
tive of being infallible in everything con-
cerning hoth faith and wmorals.

A Grave Indictment

The champions of the godless system  of
secular education will not have muel reason
to feel proud of their handiwork when they
read that the Kings County Grand Jury, in

P.O. Box {12. HTclephone 693.
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