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THE OPENING OF THE HOLY YFAR

December 28,
The eevemony of inangurating the Holy
Year, by opening the Holy Door, was per-
tormed with great solemnity by the Pope
on  Christmas Eve, in ihe presence of
numerous Cardinals, Patriarclis, Arelibishaps,
and Biskops, and all the Diplomatic repre-
sentatives axecredited to the Holy See.
The whole Catholic world may be said to
have looked forward with wnystic faith and

{From our own eorrespondent.)

Faathfal, s beginniug is marked by
the great religious ceremony in Reme, con-
sisting of the selemn opening of the doors
of St. Peter’s, previously closed and walled
up, and o similar ceremony in three ather
atcient basilicas in Rome, 8t John Tateran,
Santa Maria Maggiore, and S Paul's.
Thousauds of the failhinl crowded 1o St.
Preter’s early in the morning, and by fen
o'clock the vast gquare was Elled.  The {ront

aud

The Afrinm
coremonmal hali,
throne,
assishint

had Tieen converied 1nio a

At one end was the Puapal
smalier thrones for the two
cardinals; on the right and left
were seals for the cavdinals, arclibishops, and

with

the Papal Cowrl, for the Ttaliaon Roval
faomtly, Tor Toreign princes and diplomatie

envers, and for a select number of pilgrims,
The Swiss Guards and Papal noble guards
were ol on  grand oceasinns.

service, as

a year of special prayers, indulgences, and
religious practices. Since the twelfth cen-
tury it has been the practice of the Papacy
and the Catholic Church to set aside every
twenty-five years one year of special and
intense religious eoxercises, to pray for peace
among coulending nations, for Divine merey
n mankiud, for an end to wars and strifes,
for the rctmu of the reigu of justice, and
for indulgence and remission of sins. The
Holy Year is, {herefore, oue of the highest
importance to the Callwlic clergy and the

doars weére waiting to be opened afler three
calls from the Supreme Pontiff. The golden
hammer with which lie was lo strike the
central door three times duving the cere-
mony was an artistic work, and was pre-
sented by the hishops of the entire Catholic
world. At 10.30 the Tope put on the saered
mitre and vestments, and the procession
started from Dis private rooms in the Vati-
can, praceeding to the Sistine Chapel and
ihenee to the Atrium of St Peter’s,
a throwe was waiting for the Pontiff.

where
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devotion to this ceremony, which inaugurates of St. Peter’s was closed, and the sacved Among leading loreien personages  present

were Queen lga of Grecee, Prince Chiristo-
pher of Greeee with lis (lnu:r‘lims Privcesses
Alice, Irene, Marcucrite, and lemlom, and
Princesses  Josephine and  Sicplhanie  of
Belgium,

Opening of 1he Door,

As the Tope entered the Atrinm, the hyma
“Yeni, Creator,” suly, and among the
surprises was Lhe presence nuain of the cele-
hrated Maesiro the director of the
Sistine Choir, diveeled the responses,
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