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of his tnnocent ¢hildhood served Mass daily
in the little chiurch of the villape nestling
among the mountains an an islaad set in
the western seas.  But like so many ore
“Trom that sawme island, the lure of {ar-distant
* America had drawn i across the ocean
to seck his fortune. And he had found weadth
heyond his wildest dreams. But o the seek-
ing he bad lost faith; into bis soul had
entered the devils unheliet, of lust for
aold, for the power whicli s possession gives.
Suel nisn, nolt-midlion-
aire, the touch of whose hand controlled the
ey markels of the world, hot, who, like
the fool i the Gospel. <aid v his lieare,
“There 15 nae God™ fad oll
anly =on, Tas first-horn, as 30 he were
vilest  of erinnnuls, that
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The vewrs passed on The disawned son
Laed v bed o completely s L dnndeed,
hie hiadd mever exisled. R ]I‘\' na ward or
st D The man of von revead ta e

avound Line thal he ever gve g thouoht to

Che hanished sone Sued then one day g
letler eame.

Cluiher w0 it hegan, el me ealt von
by that mame, dor if yeu have Toveellen

that yon had a son. T hove never Targotien
that T have a father. Never sinee we parted
have I ceased to think of you, {e pray for
yo. And to-morrow when T the
altar, and for the fiest Gine offer the ador-
able Sacerifice. vou shall Le the first an wheom
T will invoke Gad's merey and hlossing, Will
vou nat send me one line of Torgiveness &7

The next day a returned leticr was senl
oo eolfoge o distand Siole geeompaniod
b thiis Beiel ot

aseend

ST think some mistake Tis ocenrrod,
Telter is nol for me.
had one,
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I have woosam, never
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One other child remained to the million-
aire, a daughter, on whom in the davs when
his son had been his idol, his pride. he had
bestowed hut scant affection.  Iis wife,
mother of these two ehildren, lnd died whilse
they were still iu early ¢hildhood. Fike her
husband, she Iad no. relizions helicf, hat
worshipped wealth, ligh rank, social dis

tinction,

This one dauglter had grown up ull Lhat
o parent’s heart could desire. Fndowed with
rare heauty, and even still rarcr and morve
precious gifts of mind and leart, she hud
won her way to her father’s heart, hut not
until her brother’s dethronement. As long
as he reigned, there was no place in his
father’s love for anyone else. But she was
so lovely, so brilliantly gifted. se winning,
that after the first fow months of terrific
anger and hitter disappointment, the stric-
ken man found in his beautiful daughter o
cerfain solace for his wounded pride.

No money had been spared upon her edu-
calion. The most famous feachers had
instructed her in every accomplishment. Of

Yono science alone was she wholly ignorant,
" the science of God and religion.  All such
Imowledge had been carcfully kept from lier,
ar rabher i should he shid thal she had
huen taughl to regard these things as the

.

veriest superstition.  As the ecrowning of
hier training this peerless daughter had heen
sent in the care of a family of assured soeial
position for a year’s travel in Kurope., Much
wits hoped for from this tour.  Her father,
amhbitious still, looked forward to an alliance
with the head of some great, cven princely
honse.  Rhe was lovely, brilliant,
would lLave a

and slhie
To what
heiwhts might not a girl s waoniies Sy

colpssal fortune.
dowered aspire?

The veoar of iravel had
comrse when the blow fell.
the winter In

riun s
The party e

lome. and were think-
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spend
tng ol Lurning their faces homewards, hut
eventuaily they decided o remain in the
Gternal City untl atter Faster. A letier
came trom his danghter. With mind per-
Feeily at rest, wholly unsuspietous of ils con-
icnts the old man apencd the missive, At
lirst s dazod look imto he
seenmed seareely to understand whad he rem!,
Bt ~nen s brain eleared, and lie roalised
full the the letter contained.
Feotalad b in loving words, bt clearvlv, -
mistakably, that his daughier bad Tollowed
in her hrother’s footsteps.

cahie his ewns;

Lo the HeWs

She Tiad Dheeame
a Catholic, and had bheer received inta the
Chureh hut a fow davs before she wrole.
The wreiter was well aware al what cost her
brether Tad taken this step, and whilst she
gricved for the pain she was causing a dearly
loved Tather, yet she was fully prepared to
pay ithe same penalty.

A sardone ihe Tather's
face ax lie read the signature, SRk, your
ever-loving child,”

AL otee, with hand that never {renbled,
e wreole noreply s

smile stole over

“You have chosen, vou know (he resildi

Heveelorih woe TS

e slrangers: | 1Mo
chilil, Do not wrile again e try 10 see e,
I you come, you shall nab he adilled:

stuell are my orders.”
The Tetter despatehed, he leaned back in
his chair and a heavy sigh escaped Tim.

He felt strangely weary and broken. T was
horne in upon him as never hefore that
vnseen forces of tremendous power  were

fighting acainst him, and so far they had
conquereil. But he would never yield, Theu
fullowed o period of awlul loneliness Tor Une
urhappy  father, moments of bitlores! re-
worse, of unutterable longing for the lLan-
ished, the disowned.  But the irgu will, fhe
prowl heart refnsed te yield.

One evening as he sat lonely in his s udv,
the dvor opened, and sonmie one cuntored, o
tall figure in priestly sarh. How well oven
in the evening shadows the futher knew {hut
form! He rose, trembling in every limh,
lie tried to spealk, hut his tongue refused its
serviee.  Nearer with outstretehed hands
came that figure, and a voice wlich the
father had never thought to lear aguin.
uttered in tones of thrilling tenderness, ihe
one word, “Father.” Something secmed o
snap within tho listener's breast, speech was
restored to him,

“My soun,”” he satd iu hoarse tones, then
falling on his kuees, he cried aloud: Ay
God, Thou hast conquered.  Iorgive we.
T believe, help my unbelief.”

Tenderly e priest raised the prosirate
fuenn, aud with words of sweelest consola-

lion telling of God's infinite love and merey,
poured halin inio ihe heart, now nigh to
with ihe past. And
that night the fothier veceived God's abso-
lution, '

SAund Fla, taiher,” waid the yonug priest
as he and his Jather fater tolked together,
“how happy <he will be when she sees ns!

hrenkme sorrew  for

Tn o week'™s time =he ix to be received into

the =avred Hears Convent, Yon and T will

b Ahere. and then ler bappiness will be
compled.
Yes, ihe nnscen forees Dghting against

ihe Tailier™s mobelicd and pride, had indeed
proved ieo strone for Lim and, overcoming

him, had won for Lim God's wmerey and
pardon.
Waonld vou kinow whal forces were en-

Come with
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caged o ihis ferrible eonllict ?

who el dented his Godl o There, during
abft The Jene vears sinee he Tad el her,
wmortning, noosn. coed saghic o+ omother had
fald her beasds for (e sonr of whose Talse

shiie knew ol hiatie e eomee Tooa guicet
cotvent, nol Tar distant Trom the olil hen,

and (here see n non pleadine, oy and nighl,

hefore the Tabernacle Tor the broither of
whoin no werd  hed come thranshout {he
VeATA.

That wmoiher™s pravers Tar her =on, iliat

cloistered smin'= pleadives for her hrother:

Lthese were the Torees ihat Tonchl aeajnst
hic wiekednes=. and won Tor him and i
children wondroms graee,
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Sisters of St. Joseph, Wanganui
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the Retrea! preached by
Wrancis Clane, OO0 0 da il Sislers
1. [, Wanganui,
thie Tollow e Sieters receives] the bk hadit

Sesler Mary Aonicn (Meleodr, Sistsr Mary
Auseho (Brenoen), Sister Mary Bertille
(Devon). Sister Mary Perpetua (Quinlan),
Sister Mary Av<tin (Kearns), Rister Afary
Andrew  (Lyxsacht), Sister Yasv Malachy
(MeLaughling.

The following made theiv holy profession -

Sister Mary Damian (White), Rister Mary
Hiliry (Reyvnolds), Sister 3ary Cod hbert,
(Codlivaney, Sister Mary Feliciias (Garvey).
Nister Mary Gonzawan (Coles), Risier
Coorlin (Durrand, Sister Mary Terese
Willtiem).
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ELOCUTION AND U'0ICE PRODECPION

Molly Gallagher
ATCL.

Ath FEBRUARY
RATTRHAY STREET

Taitiem
jiin

Resumes

Studin:
Roows - Nes. 8 and 8

Iitterviews: 230 to 6 poans, wnd 7 Lo 8 pan,
Monday and Tuesday

Studenis preparved for the exionivation of
Trinity Colleco, London, and Tor Toeal come-
petilions,

Brownette Bros.
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