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New DBlessings

(Specially written for N¥.Z. Tablet.)

It is frequently asserted that the Church
Kas blessings for all wauner ol thines  for
fruits and crops. for boildives wind machin-
ery, for ailments of various kinds.  One
gometimes wonders whether thal loast, or
cliit, can be made in nmndern
mventions. The seolfer  waxy scornfully
Langle and  sav, “No, surely (he Chureh
could not be so ridiculous as to (hink tha
in the twenticih eeutury people helivve in

respecei of

having a blessing involed apou new inven-
tions such ag steam engines, wireless fpfo-
graphy. and the like.”  The Chureh is not
in the least perturhed by ihe ieers of pigmy
scientists whose opposiiion 1o relfigion is the
most convincing proof than iley are hiased
aud unrelinble guides.  The Chureh wel-
comes new discoverics inevers aplere and
ntilises them in the Turthercnce of the Case
she has at Tienrt. Teowee sho formulates o
Tlessing tur everviliine thar ihe ooy
of man ean discover or inveut., The heawty
of the prayers contained in {hawe Blessings
appeals to cvers lover of rolivions poetry
by reasou of the devouilv, dolicate allusions
drawn fromn the Holv Bible,

not Tong in existence when <.

Railwayvs were
Formalafed o
Llessing e that jiselyl novelty, One of 1
pravers eniploved inibe conrse of ot Bless.
the may he dranslaied a< [olows- i) Al
mighiv and Ficrual God, Who hast et )
ihings for Thy olory aud Tor e henefit,
deign, we heseeeh Thee 1o Bloes thix raffway
and all things pertaining  therota g hy
Thy Lindly Providence 1o protect them <o
that Thy children while travelling quickly
con fhis way may Eappily arrive at their
heavenly countre by walking in Thy Jaw nnd
running along the wav of Thy commanid-
ments. Through Christ Our Tord. MAnen e

The heantiful imagery, in the 1se of which
she is so lavish, is exemplified alse in the
“Blessing of the Telewraph.” () God Whao
wallest upou the wines of {he winds  and
Who alone dost wonderfi ings, orant ilial
wheu, by means of ihe virtne tlused Tnio
this wetal, Thou dost transemih Lo s hy
lightning-stroke things Lhat are dislbiat qud
to those who are away the Mooy (hat
present to us,
new invemtions

are
we way avail ourselves of
and, aided by Thy Grace,
mare promptly and easily come to hee,
Through Christ Our Lord. Amen. ”

These prayers, more concise and beauliful
in the original TLatin thau in translation,
are to be found in BRituals published soun
after the railway and the telegrapl beeame
factors in cownmercial life.

As showing that
the Church

owes aud oflers no apology for
formulating blessings for up-lo-dafe fnven-
tions, ib is worth while referring to {lie
latest formulas which are contained in a
recent issue of the Acta Apostolicoe Sedis.
Three new blessings are there published, {lic
blessings of 3 Seismograph, of a Library,
and of Archives. Tt is nobt a wmere coinei-
depce that the second and third hlessings
=nould be appointed in the reign of a Pope
much of whose life was devoted to the duties
of Librarian aud Archivist in the most cele-
brated libraries of the world. Tis fame as

cnstadian of e Ambrosian Library seenred
for him lhe greater honor of being made
custodian of the Vatican Library, It might
have heen, indeed, on his initiative and not
Al Lhe snegestion of advisers that the Con-
vregation of Rites made and issued the form
ol hlessing heseelorth (o be nsed.

The prayver used in fhe Dlessing of 1he
Archives (ors huilding in whieh documents
are tabulated and protected) is as follows: —-
O Godl the lover of truth and justice, gra-
ciotsly hestow Thy hicssing upon this huild-
i established for the purpose of preserving
Wisiovical documenis and charters of rights
from injury whether at the hands of man
or tirangh the ravages of time. so that they
may he safe from fire and other perils and
tink all who come here to study mayx faith-
tally endeavar to truth
ael ot ihe same fime advance in the love
uf CFlhivsell. Through . Christ Our Tord.
Anen

learn and Jusiico

The prayer for the Wlessing of a0 Library
s stinilior 1o the foregoing: — -0 God, the
Tl ef all knowledge, oive Thy blessing to
this lilary thai it hay Le preserved from
e and other perils and may daily grow
in extent and influenes snd 1hae ol who are
nlhiciaily conie here
Far purposes of <tudy may advanee in know-

engaaed here or whoe
leedue ot divine and human and Tkewise
o the of Thee,  Throngh Christ Our
Tord, Awen.”

Trreverenl stndents of seience who profess
e lnewledee of anvthing but matfer and
seer at o mind and all it connotes will he
astonished to Tearn that the ancient Chureh
s acquainted with even such o modern thing
as woseismograph.  The Form of Wessing for
a Seismograph s here given in full . —

V. Our help is in the name of the Lord,

R Who hath made heaven and earth,

IFI\'(‘

Lot us pray

O Abiighty and Beernal God. Whe Inokest
upan the carth and makest it Lremble, pour
ol Thy blessing wpon s seismograph and
granl that the cvidences of an earthyuake
nuay here be indicated and rightly  inter-
preted fur the benefit of Thy people and to
the greater glory of Thy Nume.
Christ OQur Lord, Amen.

Sorrowful Virgin Mary, le propitious to us
and intercede for us.

St Bwmygdius, pray for us, and in the
name of Jesng Christ of Nuzareth defend us
and protect this scismograph from earth-
quales.

{(The scismograpk is then sprinkled with
Loly water.)

At first sighl il seems dithenlt Lo oxplain
how it comes about that the intercession
of a saint is invoked in this Blessing.  Ou
consulting an old Breviary or an old Missal,
however, one will find repeated reference to
carthquakes both in the Office and the Mass
of St. Fanygdius. For instance. in the Tn-
troit are the words of the 17th Psalm, “The
earth shook and trembled: the foundations
of the mountains were troubled and were
moved, lLecause He was angry with them.”

Through

The special hynns in Matins and Lauds have
allusions to many miracles performed by
the saint when preaching against and de-
stroying pagan helief in many conntries of
Europe. 1t is clear that in countries sub-
ieet Lo envlhguakes, sueh as Haly, there
shonld e special devolion (o a2 saint at
whose ward pagan shrines are said 1o have

heew  dewmotished s if by dhisturhanees of
the carih, oo worlhy of wention that
S FEmyvpdine i e palron ol o pretiy

chnreh erected in recont years i oo delight-
ful sulineh o San Franciveo, 11 s rataral
to snppose that inoa city so fresh from Lhe
destructive effoets of o iereilie rarihquake,
help wonld Be soushi from o waing whom the
Missal Breviars aesociaie wiih such pro-
digies of anuev Naiure,

To return to onr starting-qoint. YVien
the volaries of physical seivnce assert that
the ancient Chinrely i< out of fouel with
madern progress and knows nothing of the
comgrest ot cartle and sea and shyv accom-
plished by il Selonee of to-dav, ihe Churcely
calmly replios, Lot nz think of fuitre ages
and proserve in Archives all {he daciiments
that will enlighten woncrations Lo emuce, and
we will sei Ciod's Dlessing upon ihe

Precions
eolloction,

Giet fogeiher all the haoks that
have done wood in Al past and will
Linte (o

ron-
keep the foreli of hamine aflame
i future iimes, anid wi will aslk Almighiy
God Lo preserve fram defrue jon and decay
thase waie teachors of (Tl childven, And
oW, lei aud
sthute those new invontions, rour
wireless siniions gl vour

Yeomen of  sciene, s osee

reverently

sismographs, and

Test Sainn, thai angel of lrkness, might
use them for ihe mjury sl nan, we will
ask God, in all humilily and reverence, to

hloss those Avencies of femporal and sPIrit-
ual cood 0 the inieresis ol thie for
which the Redeemer died.”?
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ST. COLUMBKILLE'S CONVENT BUILDINGS,
HOKITIKA

RECENT EXTENSIVE

ree

ADDITIONS,

The new hoavding seliool atineliod |
local Convenl of Merey iy
e conplotion so that i

o Lhe
ravidly appeoseh-
will e venly Jor
necupadion o the re-opening o the sehool
{(savs the Holkitika 0 namfion For Jannary 31).
The building, which iv an asset b ihe town,
s the work of Me. ¢ 0'Neil, avcliifert angd
contractor. of Chrislehureh, 11 je w
storey building un 2 conereic
Upstairs are the sirls sleenine owartments -
lwo dormiteries cuch 400t by 20 dressing
room 80t x TTfL. three Laih rooms, fvotory,
linen, and medicine roonms,

Iwo-
foundition.

The vlerior is
pannelled in rimn, the dressing room heing
fitted with 30 porcelain basins, and ward-
rubes.

Downstairs is the hall from which the stair-
case ascends. The windows and Jones in
the hall and on the staivense have Tead-lights
of spectal designs= 1t of e hadl door hea
tng the moito of ihe school- A NMD.G
The Jead-lighls are the work of Bradlev sna
Co., Christebureh.  OMF the hall, pannelled in
plaster hoard and rimu, iz the eloak room,
fitted with presses The

ol
class rooms, three in number—-2 room lor

hasin, rack,

G. S. Bruce & Co.

Office, 326; G. S.

Bruce (private), 1107:

Sheep Stations, Dairy Farms,
change in all parts of Pover
Inquiries invited, inspections arranged, and valuations rade.

J. H Jones (private), 1180,

Town and Suburban properties for sale or ex-
ty Bay, Opotiki, Whakatane, and Auckland.
Country rep., G. 8. Bruce; town rep., J. H. Jones.

Gisborne

Telephone~—

G.P.0. Box, 40. G. 5. Bruce ang Co.




