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NL-LOVE OF GO THE GRUAT PREVENTATIVE OF SIN,

~ The thivteenth chapter of St Paul’s Fivst

Episile to the Curinthians contained  the
Seriptural pancgyrie on the Love of God.
I would be well Tor all my readers Lo gel
ihis short chapter off by Teart and to medi-
tate frequently upon 1. Not only s the
Love of Gud the most sublime of @il the
virtues; it is also their froitful mother and
their brichtest ormument and erown, With-
out its fostering care, patience and mecknoss,
chiastity and brotherly love, and all the vir-
tues that builds up the spiritual life, wonld
lose their celestial grace and charm; in-
deed, they could not even exist.

We have heen considering the end of our
creation and its great enemy, mortal sin:
wo en never accereome this encmy. we can
pever resell that end unless we filled
throuvh and throngh with the love of Guod
Light aid warmth Dring rich harvests and
flowering and it is the light and
warnslh of the love of God that purihes ihe
heart, strengiliens Uhe will, somd ennobles the
God 1s our strength, God s

are

fields,

whole nalure.
our Bavieur from sin: and so the Psalinist
eries: ST love Thee, O Tord my strenath™
and Qur Tady, Tting hee heart to Guod, says:
Ay soul doth magnify the Lord, and wy
spivit hath relvieod in God oy savionr”
St John tells us that Ged's proper name is
Tove, all His works are actuated by leve:
therefore the more we fove Him and make
that love the motive of cur aclions the mere
God-like we became. Love, therefore, is onr
patent of nobility, and this should be sufi-
cient inducement io grow in it.

Bul there ave other reasons why we Jiould
Happiness here and  hereafter
eomes with  the love of Gad—God Himself
comes with 1t, and lie whe has Ged within
i has (he seeret and source of alt happi-
nessy S any man love Me Ay Faiher
will Tove Lim, and We will come to himw, und
will make our abode with him.” 1t was the
consetousness of this indwelling of God that
Inspired Saiut Paul when lie wrote that groat
passage in 1he end of lus eighth chapter to the
Rourans, declaring that no irials eould oh
Aol

Ihe fove of God sweel-

Lint al hope ur weslon Tis ennrage,
i this conscionsies of
ens what 38 mest hitter, mokes persecution
leytful aud death weleome, what will not he
the happiness it will provide for vz in the life
tocome?  What eve hath not scen. what eur
hatl: not heard—what hath not enteped into
inte the heart of map-—all ihese thiues Godl
hath prepared for them that love Him.”

None ot the ills of earth shall enter thern:

and the hevitpee of the just <hall e only jov:
CGod slall wipe away all lears irom thenr
eves, and deadh shiall be no more, wor mourn-
Hig, oy erving, nor sorraw shall bo any more,
for the former things are passed away, .. The
redeemed of the Lord shall vetnrn, and shall
come inlo Sion with praise, and Bverlasting
Joy shall e upon their heads™ 10 0 iy
natural to man to seek after happiness, he
Das e seerel of it in the love of Cod.

Weo should love God, beecause He deserves

our love. He is the supreme and absolute
wood, and the human heart was made to love
what is good. This is why nothing earthly
can satisfy ik, Ne riches, no honors, no
Dleasures, wy intelleetual ascents, no refine-
ments of art can satisfy the heart, or allay
its divine discontent, It is only in the liv-
ing God that heart and flesh can really re-
ioice. Thou hast made us for Thyself, O
God, and our hearts must be restless until
they find their rest in Thee.

Awain, God deserves our love because He
Is our greatest henefactor before and during
our carthly existence, as He will be during
eternily. What the Lord said in His promise
to restore Tsrael, we may well apply to each
of imrselves: I have loved thee with an ever-
tisting love, therefore have I drawn thee.”
It s His love that has brought us out of
nothing into existence: “The spirit of the
Lord made me."” e has not enly brought us
inte heing, us He brought the earth, the sea.
the sky, the stars. but has given us life also;
we are net only beings hat living beings:

“The  Spivit of the Lord made me, and
the breath of the Almighty gave me life.”

Heo has  not merely  given  us  that
lower  form  of Yfe hy  which the
trees and shrubs and  flowers live

and grow, hut life with five senses, and
has supplied all that these senses need;
“The eves of all look to Thee, 0 Tord, and
Thou givest them food in due season. Thou
openest Thy hand, and fillest every animal
with blessing.”  But for each of us He had
vven aricher gift.  Not content with giving
s the sensitive life of the mere animal, He
Las called us to a higher grade of being,
giving us spirituality and immortality, mak-
ing us human beings, and to His own image
and likeness,  “Great and wonderful are Thv
works, O Lord God Almighty, . Thou art
worthy, Lord our Ged, to receive glory and
honor and power. . . To Thee O God of our
fathers. 1 give thanks, and I praise Thee, be-
ciuse Thou hast given me wisdom and
strength.,”  Fadowing us with intellect and
free will. He lius erowned us with honer and
story, He lias enabled us on the wings of
lofty theught to Hy wlong the inferminable
vorviders of ahlnost infinite spuce, and umn-
ravel ifs secrets with suck certainty as makes
us almo:t the peer of the angels oven while
we are 1y ibis life, With free will He has
civen us dominion over our own lives, {ile
nalienuble right of shaping our own destiny,
(he anestimable privilege of oiving Tlim
voluulary serviee.

IT He lias proved Himselt our henefuctor
1 calling us ont of nelhing to he His highly
tavored ereatures.  Ile coutinues his hene-
factions during life, pouring His grace in
copious strenmns upon us.

It you would test this henchicent love in
the geules of suffering, come to Gethsemane
ard  Calvary: see Him scourged that we
might escape suffering, see Him bound with
ropes that we might po free, dying that we
might live, and buried that our graves of

shamo might become sacred places in which
our poor hodics would wather up strengih
to mount ihe heavens.

Once again, if you would weigh Wis mighty
love in the most precious scales of all, gather
with Him in the Supper Room on Holy
Thursday night, behold the Mystery of Faith,
the giving ef His Body and Blood in tlhe
Holy Communion, that He and we might he
intimately united, heart to heart in life, as
we shall be in eternity. And, finally, when
this life is over, and we fall upon the eternal
shores, He will be there to welcome us and
hecome Himself our Rewarder and our Re-
ward exceeding great. This is-a ladder, each
of whose five steps radiates with increasing
ascensions of love 1hat must thrill cur heart
of hearts and bring it in willing, loving
homage to the feet of our Almighty Bene-
factor. When St. Thomas had finished his
great Theology, Our Lord spoke to hin from
the Crucifix: “Well hast thon written of Me,
Thomas; what wilt thou have for thy re-
ward?”  “Nothing but Thysclf, O Tord,” re-
plied the great Saint. So shall it he with
us, who can make no earthly habitation an
abiding place, who can he satisficd with no
learning wrested from sea and sun and stars
whose hearts canuot he filled or satisfied with
earthly delights, whose darkuesg cannot be
dissipated by all the lights of God’s creation,
whose only abiding place can bhe around the
Throne of God and of the Lamh., The Psal-
mist has expressed onr inmest longing: ““As
the hesrt panteth after the fountaing of
water, my soul panteth after Thee, O God.
My soul hath thirsted after the strong, liv-
ing Ged. ¥or T shall be satisfied when Thy
glory shall appear.”’

What now shall we say of the ingrale who
loves not God? What else except what the
ingpired writer has said: “Anathema to him
who loves not Jesus P’ Do we love God? Do
we foster in our souls a growing love for
Him? OQur souls can never grow and ripen
spiritually unless we learn to feel that He
is more to us than Creator and Judee. He
wishes to be known as merciful, gracious,
compassionate, and true—our true Wather,
cur compassionate Friend. Do we love Him
as our Ifather and Friend? Do we labor in
His service and prove that our love is genu-
ine® What is the nature of our service, what
are its qualities? Are oug best efforts re-
served for the world and ils cause, giving
Hin only a half-hearfed serviee and a serond-
best? 1f His cavse is onr eause. i we keep
close to Him i the battle for souls, ouar
reward will be thal promized by Christ to
His co-workers: “1u My Father's House
there are many mansions, 1 go {e prepare
a place for you."  What will that place be
like? “Whatl exe hath nel seen., what ear
hatl ot lheard, what hatl pob entered into
the lieart of man—all these ings God hath
prepared for them that Tove 1lim,”
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