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Town and Country News

HASTINGS NOTES
(From our cwn Correspendent.)
January 24.
Pussed away early in this month  Miss
Maddison. of Nelson Street. She had held

& 5y responsible position inowell-known families

of the district and won the aldiuimﬁcm of
all by her untiving and cheerful devotion to
her work. Her long illnesy was supported by
an admivable paticuee and resignation to the
will of her Maker. THer going was strength-
ened by the last rites of Holy Churel, and
was as calim and peavetul as her Tife -had
heen cavnest and strenvous. Father Gog-
cat administered the last Sacraments and
cificiated ot the
side.—B. LT,

The fnneral of Mro Fanes Hennessy wis
atiended by o Lovae and representative hody
of ettizens. The last vites al the sraveside
wera colddueted by Pather {tograu—10 197

Iivive the absence of the Rev. Tatler
MeDonald who attended the ceremonics in
conmertion wilth the  diamend  jubilee  of
Mother M. Clave a2t TTelifika, we were
privilesed o listen to interesting and clo-
nuent sermons from the Bev, Tathers [,
Sevmone and W MeCGrath (Qlarist Mis-

the c¢hureh and at V-

sloner),

The Sisters of St, Joseph left Hastings for
their annual Relveat and well-carned
alter o slrenvons xehool vear,

rest

\\'L‘('lpl"h:i;a}‘. Faomary 210 saw o veey pretiy
wedding in i he Saered Teart Chieel, Wlhien
Lev, the howds
ol wedloekh 3iss Mertony Angusta Greaes Hune-
ter Lo A, Vernon Do Revnolds, formerly
sheep farmer of Litde Biver, Cinterbury,
The “Wedding Morel™ was plaved by Miss
D Sturrock. ’

PR, =

ASBURTON NOTES

(From our own Correspondent.)

[Tather MeDonald nnited in

Janwary 29,

The fortnicghtly meeting of St Patriek's
branel {No. 420 of the H.ACB. Society,
wis held on Menday evening last, the presi-
dent (Bro. H. Lennon) presiding over a lurge
attendance. Two hrothers were veported on
the sick fund. The past president (Bro. F.
T.. Brephy) performed the ceremouny of in-
stalling the newly elected office-bearers, all
of whom suitably returned thauvss {or che
honor conferred on thent.  Two new members

were initinted by the  presilent.  One
clenrauce  from St Mare's nraven, Goer-
aldine, that of  Past  President Bro.
Patrick James  Clark  was  received,
and he was welecomed by the president, The

quarterly and annual Government refurns
were presented by the seevetary and adopted.
Several brothers spoke of the splendid pro-
gress made doving the past vear. the sick
and funeral fund showing a credit of jnst
oun L1000, while the management fund also
showed a healthy halance.  The prospectus of
the proposed Friendly Societies” Dispensary
was discossed at longth, 1t beimg evident for
many weelings that keen imferest was being
takenr in the subject by wembers. A motion
endarsing the action of the United ‘Friendly
Societies’ Assoeintion in its endeavor 1o open
a dispensary and assuring the Association of

the Dbranch's hearty support providing the
membership was 1000, was carried unani-
meusly. :

A Retreat to the Sisters of the locul Con-
vent is at present being given by one of
the Redemptorist FMathers, who also preached
te o large congregation in the local elurch
on Sundav evening last.

Miss Eileen Kirk, who for the past three
vears has resided with her grandmother, Mrs.
P. ('Cennor, has returned to lier home in
Noepler.  Aiss Kivk, who is only 17 years
ol age, reeontly gained her L.T.CL. in
music, and was one of the most prowmising
pupils the Sisters of the local eonvent have
fiad for many vears.

—_—
ROTORUA NOTES
(From our own Correspondent.}
January 26.

Sunday, December 28, was a day of special
ote in te histery of the Catholic Church
in Retorwa, inoas omuch as it marked the
slemdy rrowth of Catholiessia in Uhat distriet,
for o that day the new 8t Mielael’s Con-
venl Sehool was opened and blessed by the
Right Rev. Dr. Cleary.  For the past thivly
vears Dean Lightlheart has administered to
his floek at Qhinemutu on the shores of the
lale, hut the growth of residential area to-
wards Whalkarewarewa necessitated further

made  for parishioners in
The huilding, elaimed (o le

provision heing
it direetion.

coe of the finest Cathobie schools 1 the Dao-

Luilt an four acres (frechol),
vortains s1X spacious class-rooms, two teac-
bers rooms awld large centrat ball, and s
butll eof reinforeed conerete, rough-vast out-
side. A new convenl is shortly to be erected
o an adjoinivg properiy. Tlis Lordship was
presented with a gold key on behalf of the
contractors (Messvs, Geany and Clark) by
Dean Lightheart. The Bishop addressed the
rathering in English and Maori.  Several
Miori chiefs responded. The Arawa Trust
Board donated £100 towards the new build-
ing, aud an additional £100 had been raised
by means of fortunightly card parties and
dances. A debt of about £800 still remains.
In the morning his Lordship administered
Confirmation to about 50 eandidate, a goodly
number being adult Maori parishioners. In
the evening a most interesting and instrue-
tive sermon was preached by Father Gond-
ringer, of Auckland, who took for his sub-
ject “Faith 'of Qur Fathers living still in
spite of Dungeon, Fire, and Sword.” He
took his congregation in spirit to the great
devotional gatherings he had witnessed in
Togypt, Rome, France (a visit to Lourdes),
Awmerica, Germany, Holland, England, Tre-
land, and Scotland. The following two or
three days the Bishep spent in visiting Ro-
toiti, Murupara, and Taupo districts where
Confirmation was administered.

Miss Cora Moore, who has heen organist
at St. Michael's for the past five years, has
returned after &  month’s Tholiday spent
motoring round Auckland, Wellington, and
Tastings.

-The first of a series of fortmightly cavd
parties for 1925 was held in “Dixieland”
last Monday. It is hoped that a substantial

minien, s

chieque will result from these card tourna-
ments this year, whieh will go towards the
debt on the new convent school. The ladies'
first prize was won by Miss Cora Moore; the
conselation prize going to Mrs. Cchule. The
gents’ first prize was won by Master Pen-
ningten ; the conselation prize going to Mrs.
Skelton who played a gent’s hand., The card
tournament was played on the stage while
the bedy of the hall was reserved for dane-
ing, Mr. (nibh’s orchestra supplyving very
spirited muosic; the Monte Carlo prize heing
won by Miss R. MeKinder and Mr. N.
Blake.
—_— e

OAMARU NOTES
(From our owa Cerrespondent.)
Jannary 29,

Two of our local Catholic girls (Miss 3.
Cooney aud Miss M. Curran) who are now
employed at the Christehureh Jlospital, pas-
sed Lhe Slate nuorses’ examination lield re-
ceutly, are to he complimented on their sue-
vens.

His Lordship Bishep Whyte, whe s he.
coming «uite a frequent vsiiter to North
Olago, no deubt attracted by its venial skies
and hracing atmesphere, paid us another
visit last week. His Lordship put in a
strennous Bunday, celehrating both Masses
at the Basiliea, giving a hrief instruction in
the morning at 830 Mass and delivering two
sermons—one at midday AMass and another in
the evening.  St. Joseph's sehoolroom was
pencilled for an address on
Bishop Whyte, on

“Lourdes" hy
the Tollowing  Mouday
night, bal the snfortunaie aveident resolt-
ing 1 Father Marlow™s death, necessitated
the lecture heing abandoned Tor ihe Ume
heing, and the Bishop's bueried mtain to
Dunedin, .

When evervthing  on the fwrm locked
lovely a couple of months ago North Otago
reckoned on a humper harvesi, hut several
pesky things Lave come along o poen the
farmer awake o'nights bewailing his une
happy lot. The pessimists say that what
crops the heavy rain has not flattened and
spoiled the caterpillars are feasting on: what
the Hessian fly missed the rust has de-
stroyed, and what escaped these pests, ‘'take-
all” has helped itself to. But despite all
the wailings of lugubrious individuals some
excellent yields are recorded all over the dis-
triets. .

Monsignor Mackay, Fathers Fenelon and
Ardagh, Teft during the week for the annuat
Retreat of the priests ol the diocese.  Me-
spite his burden of years, the Monsignor con-
tinues to seorn the delights of ense and lives
laborious days {requently

enlailing  lony
motor journeys.

Oamaru was invaded a weck or so age
by some 1300 residents of Waimate and

district,  The pienic committee were de-
lichted with our town as a pienic resort,
especially with the public gardens; so, too.
were the pienickers, Tverything was done
to make our neighbors’ sojourn pleasant,

The local Friendly Societies™(including the
H.A.C.B. Society) held their annual picnic
recently at the adjacent seaside town of
Tiwaru, about 45 miles north of Oamarn.
Somoe 1200 people made the exenrsion and a1l
were delichted with Careline Bay and its
environs.
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