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MESSAGE OF POPE LEO XIII TC THE
" N.Z. TABLET.”

Pergant Directores et Seviptores New Zea-
land Tablct, Apostolica Benedictione confor-
tnti, Religionis et Justitice causam promo-
vere per vias Veritatis el Pacts,

LEO XIli, P.M.

Die 4 Aprilis, 1800,

TraxsnaTioN.—Fortified by the Apostolie
Blessing, let the Directors and Writers of
the New Zealand Tablet continne to promote
the caunse of Religion and Justice by the
ways of Truth and Peace.

April 4, 1900, LEO XIII., Pope.
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AN ARTISTIC CONTROVERSIALIST

WE purpese of controversy ought tu he
the manifestation of truth; its purpose,
ag it is often engaged in, is to sub-

merge truth, defeat an opponent, miure a
eanse, feed a prejudice, or gain a persona]
trivmph. 1o ois characierisiic ol many of
those who attack the Calholic Church that
ther employ lricks of lilerary legerdemain
10 hefoel trusting readers, and pusitively he-
siege public opinion with an army of spec
taenlar half-trutlie and convincing misrepre-
sentations. The st number w hand of the
Dublin Itcvivw contains an article by Father
Lestic Walker, S.J.. which provides soma
lluminating  examples  of the  astoneding
adroitness and artistic guile whicl srem to

be tle c¢hief siocl-in-trade of Mre. Conlion, -

Medievalist aud Don of &t. Joln's College.
Cambridge.  For  sixtven  years, Fuather
Walker tells us, Mr. Coulton has been throw-
ing down gaunilets to Catholiv priests, pul-
licty challenging them to ¢ome eut and hreak
a lanee with him in full view of a fair-minded
amil enlightened public, When the call came
to Father Walker he responded to it. only
ty discover that Mr. Conlton bad ne inten-
ticn of keeping the conditions of controversy
which he himself had laid down, for Le vie-
latod them at the outset and then proceeded
1o distort Facts and suppress judicious]y those
portions of listorical veferences which. would
destroy s case. Suecll an opponent js not
out for truth: he is out merely for sealps.

]

Tt 15 in cases like this we see what a petty
thing is public opiniou; fer while Tather
Walker's case as presented hy him will bear
ile searching serutiny of the trained eve,
it is almost certain that the casual reader
will miss wost of the more importaunt though
fess apparent points.  On the other hand,
Ure shaliow artilices of Mr. Coulton will Tie

hailed as the soundest of logic by the man-in-
the-street.  Thatl is why Mr. Coulton is so
anxious lo discuss before the public subjects
upon which lie knows the public to be totally
ignorant.  The public in his hands becomes
ay a mystified andience before a skilfy) illu-
sionist.  Professor Powicke thus complains
of the manner in which le arranges his
matter: ‘““Stretches of serene and beautiful
prose . . . are sometimes interrupted by in-
eoherent wastes in which facts and quota-
tions are flung together as by a hay-fork.”
There is design in the disorder, however, for
the rhetoric carries away the casunl reader;
the petly eriticisms captivate him; the over-
whelnving list of guotations and of facts
cotmplete the conquest by convincing lim of
the writer’s astounding learning. The in-
evitable challenge was izsued to Father
Walker because the latter, in reviewing one
of Mr. Coulton's essays, lad pointed ont
eight errors—mistranslations and misquota-
tions—which he had discovered, and in doing
so he also referred to the fact that the
Londonw Monih previously had exposed six
other mistakes. Mr. Conlton admitted the
errors discovered by Father Walker, but
dented those found by the Month, and he
issned the chailenge aceordingly. The word-
ing eof it, however, is pregnant with mis-
representation.  ©T have written,”” he snid,
Yo make an offer [to Father Walker], which
[ have repeatedly made to those of his
Chureh who impugn my accuracy, and which
fhey steadily decline”” Now it is one thing
to ignore a challenge, but to decline it defini-
telv is quite another. When Mr. Coulton
sve that lis challenges have been steadily
declined, he implies that his opponents com-
municaled with him definitely declining 1o
meet him in fair contest. Tt would have
sounded ever so much weaker had Mr, Coul-
lon written the exact truth and said that
he Tad issued challenges which they steadily
igrnared,  That would have left the reader
open to believe that his opponents regarded
hiw as a loquacious nuisance to spend time
on whom was to waste time. So the negative
had fo be turned inte a positive to provide
the casual reader with a mental picture of
a perturbed elergy ackuowledging the prow-
osy of @ superior. It is just these subtle
touches that proclaim the artist in  Mr.
Coulton.  As the controversy proceeds the
hay-fork method and something much more
discreditablé comes into prominence. He
misrepresents Newman by tearing a sentence
from its context so that the Cardinal is made
to deny that which he Lad written his
Apulogiv to establish. He confuses Canons
of Discipline with Canons of Faith. By
smitting portions of decrees Le makes them
say Just the opposite to what they really say.
In order to prove the exelusiveness of Cath-
olic marriage laws and the dirtiness of Cath-
olic: villages he goes to Switzerland to com-
pare Protestant Abelboden with Catholic
Argentieres, ignoring the fact that Argen-
tieres is in France. On the question of the
privileges of a parish priest he quotes a
nameless  “‘experienced priest’’ of his  no-
quaintance and rejeets the decrecy of Canon
Law which Father Wulker holds to be much
move conclusive, e misquotes 8t. Thomay
o the question of leresy and then refutes

his own misquoialion, though later le is
forced to admit thai Falher Walker’s read-
iug of Sti. Thomas is much cleaver than his,
Yot this does not deter Lim, despite the
condition of controversy laid down by him-
self that neither disputunt should have a
last word, from publishing simullaneously
with the discussion, a treatise the main pur-
pose of which was to propagate his exploded
error that on orthodox principles Catholics
are bound to exterminate heretics as soon
as opportunity may arise.
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We refer to this particular conlroversy,
nol beeause it s unique in clharacter, hut
becutse it is remarkably common. It would
seem that the hest way to propagate error
is to attempt to refute it under conditions
which make the public the judge of its
guality. Let the scholar who tries to refute
it be ever so able, if he is pitted against an
opponent who refuses te he hound by a
code of honor, and whose immediate ohject
is to hoodwink his readers, the error is almost
certain to be stronger after the controversy
than it was hefore. Despite all the nonsense
we hear about the “digcerning public” there
is no reason to believe that publie opinion
is anything hut superficial at its best. Tt
is o fallacy to suppose that 1he truth of a
thing is determined by the number who le-
lieve ir it. The philosopher who wrote that,
in matters requiring taste and discrimina-
tion majorities are never right, cxpressed a
truth which merits greater consideration than
is usually given it. What, for example, does
the man-in-the-street know of Canon Law?
Naothing at all. Then why ask him to judge
in a dispute that requires not only a know-
ledge of Canon Law but of a number of
olher subjects as well? Apart =zltogether
from lack of information on subjects in which
proficiency demands much study and caveful
training the public have other weaknesses
which render them easy prey to the arts of
the unscrupulous. Have we mot on occasion
witnessed the frenzy to which the publie
were driven by newspaper accounts of things
that never happened? We wager that Mr.
Coulton had his tengue in his cheek when
he rushed to the thoroughfares calling for
Daniels,

HOW YOU MAY HELP

The writer of the historical notes an the
Chureh  in New

Zealand, wow  running
through the Tueblet, having in mind the
added interest imparted hy illustrations,

would he very grateful if ilwse pessessing
photographs of priests who formerly Iabored
in the Dominion—the early missionaries es-
pecially—would forward such (with name,
ete., attached) to the Tablet office. After
being reproduced, these would be carcfully
returned to the owners.
——
“Dreams’—Al, who has not had them,
dreams pure and fair—dreams, lily-white,
rose-red! In dreams one wanders frecly into
enchanted lands. Tu dreams things common-
place are imhued with fairest character. T4
as good sometimes to dream of lofty things,
and the fairest dreams, (he poets Llell us,
are of Ged.
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