34

NEW ZEALAND TABLET

A AL R VL L S £ P P PP F S R N PP P A P P £ R 2L L s e e et e
s :

;
§ e BT S FT TY !
: kY
¢ % N U 1 tA !
< :
{ :
D N P 8 L A AN L8 813 £ 80 L8 PN L 3 6 3 3 3 703 13 43 8 X P P PR T S o PO 1 0 o £ 1L 2 s g AT PSS g e e

Purity in Poetty

English poetry is as a rule pure emough
to be read by all. At any rate it is true
to say that the pure is the best, and that
he who shuns what is tinged with ohscenity
does not miss much from a literary point of
view, Shakspere sinned in few instances
owing o the greater coarseness of expres-
sion in Lis day. Byron was objecticnable
here and there. A few moderns who will not
be heard of in ten years are neither fit to
be read nor worth reading, Among the ¢ld
dramatists of the past there were notorious
offenders, such as the “literary skunk”
Wyckerly., But apart from such cises which
grow as the thistle grows in the earn the
tone of English poetry is fraditionaliy lofty.
pure, and moral.  There <hould Le no necd
to warn our readers against aizher poetry or
prose which could Lrin
hrow,

g a blush to the puoest
Unfortunately we cannot say a2 much
for modern prose as we have said for poetry,
There are too many #ovels in oirzvlatior--
written often by neurotic women or by man-
uikins like (leorge Moaore— which have no
earthly excuse for existence and which ne-
hody should read.  Tef Wlinar Giyn, Ve
toria Cross, and i ouwine genis bo anathems
maranatha.  Our Chureh prohibite ue from
rexding ohseene hooks, and that shonld he
enongh for us. Givls oughi Lo veenll what
Dr. Jolinson said to a lady who mentioned
that she had read an old novel: “Madam,
vou should ashamed o tell 6. One
who kuew the corruption of the haman heard
from sad expericnce in pazan Rome utiered
the warning—

he

fenrron nre
Furit,

farige poelos!
Culliniachim. Now et

Awori

inimicns
Etocum Colliniaeho ty gquogur, Coe. woces,
Mo certe Suppho welivrem fecit amise,
New vigiduas mares Tein Musa dedit,
fovming quis potuit fufa legisse Tibufii,
Vel fue, eufus opus Cyntlic sola fuit?

Verses About Poets

Mr. Birrell ¢losed his study of tle alleyed
obscurity of Browning with a4 few apt lines
deseriptive of that poet's work,
cun

Iu Lim we

Discern
Fufinite passion and the pain
OF finite Learts that yesrn.

Of Arnold he quotes—
Whenee that completed form of all coanplele-
Hess
Whenee come that bich perfeciion of all

sweekness ¥

And of the spell of Rossetbi's “luscious Jines™
he cites—

In sundry moeds 'tis pastime to be bound.

Matthew Arnold's lines on thrve great poets
are well known and very true—

Tinme may restore ug in its course
Byran’s wild power or Goethe’s force,
But when shall Europe’s later haur
Again see Wordsworth's healing power?

And Dryden’s stanza is alinost hackneyed
by frequent guotation—

Three pocts in three distunt ages born
Greece, Iialy, and Fngland did adomn.
The first in loftiness of thewght surpassed
The next in majesty; in hoth the last.
The force of nature could no further @0

2
To make a third she join'd the former two.

3

Needless to remark it is a wvery Tonglish
estiniate of the three, and natirally vory
kind to Milwon, Tast and lensi of (he trinity.,
Nowadays he is o unhionored praphict in his
own connbry, aed fow read him at all, which
s o pity.

The Wogans

At first gielie one wight be inelined 1o
wonder that [ish naome,
But if ven conanli o dictionary you will fingd
that it is anly the Sussenaeh Torm of 1.
can.” about which donhi, A
recent nimwher al vhe Jocodide o brave e
paper which sUtl keeps groen e netnry of

“Woran™ s oan

thore e o

all e Tar-oft ings ol B e lone
connected whtl the Stary conve, v forred 1
the fidelity and Tosar with which the We.
g served the rishtinl Kiose™ in bveone
years, Al
Jinmes

Peleod . e e
Woran  stand ot ke
aninst the davls backeroumd of listory gl

ol Chartes
ani slors
never were e Leaver clompions of iy
lont than those two rish
There is wonovel by AL 10 W,
catlled Clepcentino-—and i

[SHRNRTY soldiors,
Musun-—it s
sunorend gt

AR
will Bnd in o Jine, aliveing story g

aeeounl
af the marvvellaus exploits of Charles Weman,
who reseited the Priveess Clomen i Soliesl
from Innshiuek and  broughe her salciy,
amid air-hreadth esenpes. v Fealy o he
nrrivd to Stuart, The story tells
iy that Wopan's Deart was lost 1o the Pria-
cess whom he saved, bt that he Bannrahly
and Laithfudly kept Tis st ol Tor Ledier

Jumes

or worse in the domestic climel of Copdingl
Orign, Chavles, as prosy to the King, mare
vied  Clomeninn bt

Shey toos The wlory voes, was

o s Tier awn man
as e Wing's,
By o means dndilferent to e smallant sal-
dier who bad browehii her st Hole, Anld
as they stond faee (o faee in the ehapel an
thot Lar awayv worning there was epaciod g
wearriace Hat owas the biride

asowell oy Tor the bridesroom’s proxy

i frarede fay

hica word there wosono rulfle ol the pread
naxsion which tlese lwo. and wonia,
had trodden beneath their feet. She did noet
hint of Iphigenin and he horrewed no plumes
from Don Quixvte.  Nor need one faney
that thelr eontentment was all connterfeit,
They wore neither of them gromblers, and
slate” and  destiny
their lps,”

i

woere words seldem on
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In another of Mason's novels—Irson
Kelly, in which he collnborated with
Lang—yon will find more of the
family. The book seems to lLave dropped
out of sale of late years, but it is worth a
hundred of the novels that are thrust oun

buyers today. Of the end of Charles's life

Andrew

Wogan

“Mason writes in the epilogue to Clementine:

“At Ta Mancha he lived for many years,
writing a denl of Latin verse, and corres-
ponding  with many distinguished men in
lngland upon matters of the intelleet, Mat-
fers ol the heart he Tell alone, and meddled
with 1o Nor did any woman cver
ride his Dlack horse inlo his city of dreams.
He lived and died a bachelor, The nienmory
of that weck when he hiad rescued his Prin-
cess and carried her through the snows was

nioee,

to the last too vivid in his thonghts. The
thunderous roil of the carriave down  the

slopes, the sparks striking from the wheels,
the sound of Clementina’s
softhv i the darkness of the carringe, {he

stngrit

\'lli!‘(‘

walle nnrer the stars to Ala, ibe coni of

the dawn ahout that lonely hut perebed
high-placed amony the pines —Lhese roentloes
Lioms. one nay thinke bore hine cammany

through many a solitary eveniug, Somelow

the world had wome away. Clewenuns lad

. e
wonre inta hor convent, L James was fallon

npor o deeper nelinehale aned
He.
i white patin in Spain,

Al w0l with his anil
seholarly Teisare, thos hrave [rish aoldicr of

dinniniched

lisprese. Iiti=ells was o extle aone

dreams with  his
fortane went Slowly dewn the western ~lone
e s dayss with fwo prest Tiean loves 1o

Huite s wemery ol the downgone davs: 2

creat e foroa heaubifnd womean and o
creater love dor lionar.
Ahy e Jost causes T How iy a Wonn

comie o oof the distant westorn Tand i afl
thase years thai Tollowed the Enalish inva-
[irti to il their
swords 1 plorions path i ether lands, They
loil the Tances wmeng the Bills of Spaine they
rode o vietory with the Hbes of Franee;
ey chareed at the Lead of Auslrian cav-
alrs s and in many easos survived hut to ent
oul their hearts while they ate the hiread of
exile and clmbed the hard stairs of the
stranger's walls,

—_————

ston, and weni Carve

Examination Successes
HOLY CROSS COLLECTE. MOSGTEL.

Juo the reeont metrivndation examination
af the University of New Zealapd 1he ol
low iy students of Holy Cross Collese passed
ar comnpleted: =W B Flvin (Anekland), J.
W Murphy (Duneding, B, A, Quelch (Dun-

cdinyo Co B Bobiog (Christchurely. The
followineg maibned paviinl passes: - 1B Do

Ierfy Chueklandy, 3. 0 Pletcher (Welling-
ton), B ds, Kelly (Christelareln,

ST. CATHERINE'S COLLIGL,
INVERCARGILL,

Matrieulation: Joseph Timpany. Pullic
Serviee ntrance: Josenhime Timpany, Mar-
caret -Ifraser, Wathleen Mactin, Catherine
MeNamara, Naney Loughnan, Intermediale:
Roma Kempton.
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