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scribed the shower of gold that would fall
into the laps of those who were
to try their fortunes in the Southern Seas.
To clinch his argument he said “‘the rivers
are so full of fish that it was no unnsual sight
to see the wild pigs catching and eating
them.” When the gallant Lieut-Cul. sat
down, the Chairman essayed to try his hand
at painting the lily white. Trout up 1o
37lbs could be caught with rod and line.
Kingfish ran up to 80lhs, and Sir James
asked his audience io close their eyes and
imagine the sport an 80ib fish wonld give an
angler on the road and iine. The next
advertiser was the How, AL M. Myers, mem-
ber of the New Zealand Ministry, 1915-10.
According to this gentleman, nnemployment
was unknown in New Zealand. TFree access
1o land was given to people of compuratively
small means. Failure in N.Z. wag next to
impossible, or words to that effect. We have
no wish to hear New Zealand cried down,
hut we liope that in the hurricane of inter-
national advertising about to commence the
Publicity hoard will neither overluok nor suh-
merge the statement of the Government
Statistician that “in New Zeanland one per-
son in every in conditions
which at the worst are distinetle dangerons
and at the hest are unfaverable the
matntenanece of a proper standard of heabih
and decency.”’ There iz an ald
which counsels us to tell the trath and shuanme
the devil. T.et ns hope that the Puhlicity
board will paste that proverb on its office
wall, and that when it is destuning picture
posters it will ook at it eften and ponder
it deeply.

“The Guild System

Soeialists who have been disillusioned as 1o
the Utopia proposed for them by Germman
dreamers now and then turn their attention
to the past and ask themselves if the re-
vival of the aneient guilds would hLelp to
solve their problems and free them from
the dangers of the Servile State, into which
all the victories won by Labor seem to be
leading the worker by the pathway of com-
promise. As Mr. Belloc poinis ocut in his
famous book, when united action and per-
sistent agitation win for the men better
hours, better homes, Detter wages, and
better treatment, the result seems invarially
to be a loss of economic and political in-
dependence which, did they hut realise it,
it not made up for by their material vic-
tories. The point is precisely there: their
gains are material, and their losses are on
a higher plane. The old guilds certainly
gave men independence and dignity, and it
is not astonishing that thinkers should turn
towards them when they realise how they
are losing these priceless things in the grasp
of the modern Servile State, which is the
State of the present day. No doubt the
guilds originally sprang from the need men
felt of uniting their forces to defend their
interests. There were guilds of a sort in
pagan times, but it was under the influence
of Christianity that the medieval guilds ac-
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~== quired their power and their lbeneficent in-

+fluence. In truly Christian times each gnild
had its own patron saint and its chaplain
and its religious aspects, just as Hibernians
have in our time.

the guild were inspited and guickened by
Christian faith aud by Christian charity.
When men lalk of what the guildg did and
of the chances of reviving them, it is im-
portant to remember that fact; and to con-
sider that in our time, when States are
frankly atheistic, and wheu religion means
nothing for the masses, in revive the guilds
would he hnt to bring back the lifeless skele-
tons ol the ancient inslitutions.  Morcover,
the men of the ancient guilds were not, as
the

men are to-day, always Insisting on
their rights, Tor they alse recomnised their
dutios. and religion woved them to fulfil
thiem conseientionsly

Religion the Mainspring
Withont religion it ix impossible lor men
ta regain the honest, mrselfish outlouk of the

anciont workers.  What hope iy there of
persuading the average worker of our iin

thal it Is versing on usury te soek for profi
bevond what o suffieient to maintain o man
and his tanily o the decent afffuence whic

Lefits their station in dife, whatever it oy
her o That, which ix the standard ot iy
Tieo XTT1. is precisoly the  condition with
which the men ol mediven) Hmes wore mon.
tenl. Thew recarded usury and the seeling
atter hoarded wealth o< womething  wrans
and  ~inlnl, Christianity  tanght the
riel that they were but tenetees and (ot
thex dd cortain binding eblizations townds

their peor neighbors—a matior which troublos
the consciences of Tni few eapitalists of our
dav. TIn ithe old regime {o averreach one' s
neighbior in dealing was dishonest, Tt s
sHT the same. bat nnhallowed enstom has
mado it n table sort of rebhery. - In
the old davs the cost of production and the
matnienance of the praducer were the factors
which determined price: to-dav price is le-
termined
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by an estimation of how  mueh
carn be extracted from the pockets of {ha
buyers,  We know of an instance in whiel

a New Zealand Tady went into a dr apoery
establishment and asked the price of a fur
coat. She was told that it was eishly
ouineas.  As she turned away *the vendar
came down to sixtv-five, and i finally to fifty.
I this case, which is a tyoe of many others,
there wus, in plain words, an aitemmnl 1o
roly (Lt enstomer of thirty cnineas, Aol
veb the proprivtor of the estahlishoen! el
his head high, and would resent bemir gallpd
what he was at heart—g thief Asainst sueh
sharp dealing the old cwlds mads a1 Jeter
mined stand. They had heavy fines which
they imposed on any guildsmen wha iried 1o
“have" cuslomers by surh frandulon: Jree-
tices. AN misrepresentation of the valne of
goods, all falsification, all efforix at Passing
off ghoddy as the real thing wora heavily
punished.  The old worker tons o pride in
his work and did net try to extort unjast
gains from his customers. Corapar: that
state of things with what ohta‘ns ecommn only
now, and ask vourself what hove there iy
of nnkm the guilds what they once were®

Medieval Methods
Mr. Magnard, in a very enhightening ar-
ticlo in the Matholic World, thus tells ns
how prices were fixed in medieval vears:—
“Tn the enrly days of the crafts the cus-

certain piece of work, paying him not by the
day or the hour, but for the comploted ar-
ticle, for which the customer would supply
the material.  Thus a whe wanted a
cont wonld take hig eleth to the tailor and
harvgain for the fuished article,
ta the carpenter who would
supply o table. Tader, with t}
of trade, eraftsmen
as they had time, for
thus maintaining
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prospective clistoners,
i regidar supply of work.
They began to employ journevnen and
e
utlt

in-

For worlke dene

made

dentured apprentices,
the hill would
fallows ;

I somewhat s

Jutrneywans o Tprentiee’s time (elmreed
at actuab cost), Plus Master's time (af a
higher rate Lot not more than doubley, Cost
of material and ineidental chargos,

No prafiv wis mawle on the naterial, except

when there was some swall amount 1o cover
the e wpent v purchase, amd there was
no prefic on the dabor of the jourmesman.
T hove charaat sueh would have  secmed
usurions to the muster, Peelaps the spirjt
ol the eratts may bewt Lo odeserihed i the
words of a proclamarion aned durine ihe

reign ol Bdward TTT: = That =0 no knavery,
tolse worlnmmship, or deceil <hall he found
oAy i ile sabd mvsteries, the
Lenor of the cond {olks of the said myvsieries
amd for the common profit of the people.” ™

Mysteries here

manier for

mean suilkds, The oilds
and their striet regulations

and theiv sterling honesty Lept thew power-

srew powerll,

ful, Myo Maxnard  deserihes how  ther
worked, thus: 0 {o the world st farge
the wnilds bronght the coriainiy of w fair

price and honest werlmanship and 1o s
members protectlon neainst the dungers of
external competition and iuternal rosuery,
the result wag based upon and atiained hy
the prineiple of mastership within the guiid,
A Doy was apprentieed to a evalt fur seven.
three, or two vears. acrording the eraft
and the stage in its history, and herane,
the expiration of his indenture, a journey-
man, which he only remained until. by halbits
of indnustry and thrift or the fortunate chanes
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of miarringe with his naster’s daughter, e
could set up as w waster himself. The ve-

lationship of the master to both apprentice
and jeurnevman was that of a Dither to his
family. This status was not perimanent he-
cause their norimal expectation was that,
when the lewal hond of the apprentice hed
expired and eapital and o\'pm'ivmo Were a-
quired, they too would gain their indepem!-
ence and the full frecdom of the wuild. The
modern  workman's economic philosophy s
bounded by tolerahle and secure vmplovment,
and the wages envelepe on Saturdav: to the
medieval workman wages marled hut g stare
towards frugal and honorahle independeonee.”
The Reformation plundered the guilds and
the monasteries, and ont of the “fnt of
sacrilege' grew capitalism, and religion «cr!,
Not until the old Christian spirit which way
kiltled is revived will the guilds he what thev
olre WerTe in Europe.

Both given thn ]\l nc]; out bv ”\'0 RUR-
BING" Laundry Telp—hard work and dis-

And all the workings of tomer would engage the artificer to do g ©25€ baqteria, concealed iu soiled clothing.
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