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whose sins you shall retain they are re-
tained.’”” The Chasuble wasg then unfolded
with the words, “May the Lord invest you
with the stole of innocence.”

Another touching ineident wak enacted
Lere. The Bishop took the folded hands of
the young priest between his own hands and
said in a deeply impressive tene, ‘Do yon
promise to me and my successors reverence
aud obedience?” The answer, ‘I promise,”
was wiven in a veiee equally impressive,
wlherveupon the Bishop, kissing him, said,
“Tho peace of the Lord be always with
thee,” to which I¥ather Norman answered
“Amen,

The rite of Ordination was not yet quite
finished, for the Bishop still wearing the
nmitre andl holding the erosier in his left
hand pronvunced npon the young priest the
sulemn blessing : —4May the Blessing of God,
{he Father Almighty, descend upon you that
vou may he blessed in the Order of the
Triesthosd and that sou may offer to Him
acceplahle sacrifices for the remission of
sins.  To Him be honor and glory for ever
and ever.—Amen.”

With some dirertions as to the three Misses

he was o offer wp in thanksgiving, the
heantilul ceremony ended.
It is needless to say that we cagerly as-

sisted Normau's mother to the altar-rails to
receive his firsé Dblessing, She was so
stunned and overcome by the solemnity of
what she had seen that we had shiall
difficulty in making her understand what we
nimed at doing, When Father Norman was
lawing his hands upon her head. his voice
quivered with emotion. How he looked at
that moment T eannot say with any auth-
ority, for I felt a moistening about my cyes
that did not help acnteness of vision, After
he had bicssed his own speeial group, e
proceeded to give his blessing to cach viem-
ber of the large congregation. By the time
the vast assemblage were satisfied, we {elt
that our temporal wants nceded n  little
attention. The Ordination hreakfast could
not he truthfully pronounced a dull affair.
On the contrary, it was brighter and more
genial than any hreakfast—mot excluding
wedding-hreakfasis—to which T had ever sat
down. We were calling out “Norman’ en
this side and “‘Norman’’ on that, joking him,
congratulating him, asking him questions
and answering some of his numerous in-
quiries. But his mother, with a twinkle in
Ler eve, corrected wus, ‘‘Father Norman.
please.””  “I'll call you Mother Norman,”
said the poor fellow and kissed her reverently
on the forehead.

Nexl morning we assisted at his First
Mass in the convent chapel and received
from his hands the Holy Communion. I
had one distraction coming to me off and on
during Mass: I was thinking of his mother's
happiness, and do what I could, T failed to
expel that thought once for all from my
mind. His parish priest was his guide
through the trying ceremony, and he seemed
{0 me more excited even than Llhe young
celebrant. The good nuns had prepared the
breakfast-table with the delicate taste for
which nuns are unequalled, Two of the
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Sisters had taught Norman in his tender’

years and regaled us with several little in-

cidents about Lim which were either very
amusing or distinetly edifying. Tt ig now
many years sinee these evenis happened and
I' vecall several of them with no little diffi-
cultv¥. One incident, however, made an in-
delible Impression upon me, bul what effect
it had upon the others I cannot sav. 1t
was {his: —The Rev. Mother asked the goud
old lady whether she had praved at Muss

that Father Norman wight be a Bishop some
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was singularly
fortunate in the priests and people whe laid
therein lhe foundations of the Faith, The
priests were sons ef that “Gentle TFrance”

The provinee of Taranaki

which had for ecenturies been eartying on
the Divine Apostolate
races of the world,
harbarcus peoples,
out from ¥Franee

the  Native
amony the

The priests who went
zathered i1 ot
sotle. so vich Tnoevery weneration that they
mighi well eluime for their race the title
adopted For his History of the First Orusade

amaong
even nost

havvests

By their jllustrious connoryman, Guibert de
Nogent, in the twellth contnry.—Glasta fhef
poer Proneos,

The peaple to whom these first
ministered in Tarvanaki wera lrizh, wong of
heraes who lad fougni tho ased ficht and
kept the Fulili in face of persecution and

atrocities Jasting for centuriecs, and which,

pricsls

ni the testimony of Fnaland’s leading etates-
men nud historians, had been unparalleled
in the history of the human vace, Whot Goy
1. Schalefiold of the Trish par-
tienlarly true of the early Trish setilers in
Taranaki:
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CEHE over palitical despair aud  ccanomie

neeessii{yv, extending not over omne year or

a deeade, hut over centuries, eould drive a
pecple from the lTand of its birth and tradi-
tions, 1o renew its anstitutions and 1ts glore-
jvs nuder different skies, these mofives were
present as a the Irish. Tossibly
there never went forth to the making of new
nations so potentiat a body of men—such a
force of c¢haracter and ndividuality.  Trish
ahility and commou-sense have been at the
root of democratic institutions in every part
of the pew world; Trish bravery and in-
dustry have carried entrenchments of  diffi-
culty and despair unsuspected by soldiers;
Ivish intelect has been in the van of eulture
wherever lelsure has succeeded to the ardu-
ous struggles of (he pioneer.”

vond o

NEW PLYMOUTH.

Father Pezant of the Society of Mary was
ithe first priest to visit New DPlymounth, and
this in the vear 1832, when there were not
more than forty Ilurepenn Catholics in the
whole provinge, He bas the distinction of
being the first Wuropean io lravel from
Hawera to New DPlvmouth Ly the direct
route.  In his bovk, Wilh fhe Lost Legion
in New Zealand, Colonel G Hamilton-
Brawne las the following reference:

“The lale General had not decmed ib
expedient for the regular troops to enter
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e hush—that

day. Mrs. O'BDonnell’s answer came on the

imctant. ¢Np. Sioter [
ingtant, “Np, Sicter,

make him a gooed priest.”

His plous mother's prayers were answered ;
for during the few vears that (od spared
hint, he was o good priest aud a zealous
priest: and when he went to leaven he met
there, no doubt, many =ouls who, undere God,
owed their eternal happiness to hig ministra-
tions,

New Zealand

PREPARED
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is Leosayv, to follow the Maoris
ints the teackless mountains that, ecovered
with enormons forests. censtituted the
terior of the North Island and surrounded
Mt Foumout, .
ever, saw the ahsolute necoswity of carvy-
ing the war inta the Natives” own counlry
and eopmpelling them o gue for peace.

“He had, theretore, determined to foree
Lis wav due Norvth through the bush to
Taranaki and show the Hau Haus that the
difficultios of their natmral fortifications were
not insurmonntable. By Lhis mareh he wonld
pass to the Bast of Mt Fomout, and pene-
trate o country that had never previensly,
except an une occasion, by Father Pezant,
heett crassed by a Fnropean,  On aother
page he goes on to sav: f Tvery ward of
the Journey van thvoueh dense hush, and
Father Pezant had, with the assistanee of
Maor: guides, walked the distanee in two
davs. . . The Natives themselves rarely
used the route, Fallier Pezant declared the
country ta he quite deserted,” |

n-

sSiv Trevor Chute, how-

He had the whole disteict from Wanganud

to New Plymonth under his charge: and his

wany journcyivgs were always on foat, lis
own shenlders taking the place of pack-
horses Lo earry necessaries for Mass and fov
his personal use.  The enuntry was very
rough, amd the Nuotives, who almost oxclu-
sively inhabited it, were far from friendly
with Furopeans.  Before this time geveral
Catholic fumilies came fo the provinee, but
Anding no schoels In which their children
could receive a sound Christian education,
they left one after ancther for more favored
districts. They rightly believed that ne
schools could be called educators, which igs
nored the first essentials of education. Here-
in above all lies the chief glory of the Irish-
man in New Zealand, hercin lies his chief
contribution to eivilisntion in Taranaki.
The exile from Trin is a traveller for Christ:
Saint Brendan's motto is his—Drregrinar:
pro (hrisfo. He is n missionor whose zeal
is unbounded; he is an apoxtle rather than
a colanist, and he lives and lahors for the
things of the spirit rather than for those that
appeal to sense. e cultivates his ficlds and
feeds his flackk, but he knows that lie and
his family have souls to nonrizh, and hefore
he gathers inlo his own house what is neees-
savy for the first demands of =ocnl comfort
he builds a modest schonl into which be brings
one or other of the many Sisterhonds in
whichh {he Chuareh 1s fruitfnl to train Lis
littls children in he ways of purity aud
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