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THE GROTTO OI" OUR LADY

of the first rush was the effect of a vislt to
the Grotto upon an old wormn, aped 76
who belonged to Coathridge.  Mrs, Holnes
had for ten vears, according 1o medical tos-
timony, heen a wmartyr ta that pamtul wal-
ady, rheumatoid arthritis of the hip-jeint
She returned home unchanged. bhui doaring
the night the pain disappeared and the ot
hecama flexibie, while the sufferer regatined
an agility altogether unwonted i one <
advanced in vears.  To-dav, after the spnee
of twelve months, her activity, despite the
shortened limh, is quite extraordivary.

The mews of what had happened spread
P\]ike wildfire. Pilgrims wnd sightsoers Hocked
in their thousands, ihen in their tens of
thousands, and it was computed that in
August aver 200,000 visited the Groito. Or
the various cures ascribed to the shrine and
its well—cures which have still te undergo
ecclesiastical Investigation—two way be men-
tioned Lere. One was the extremely rapid
disappearance of septic eczenin m the head
of a child, the other an immediate cure of
hernia splendidly attested.

It would not be possible, ner would it be
desirable, to set down here all the alleged
cures, or the much more numerous partial
ones of 1923. Those of 1924 will require {o
stand the test of time. Such cures, how-
ever, even il proved miraculous hy a canoni-
cal enguiry, are merely incidental to the
work of the Grotte, since man must bear
the cross and must pass through the gates of
death. Its primary werk is the payment of
homage to God and the Lhenoring of her whom
the King of Kings deligliteth to honor.  1ts
secondary purpose is the rescue aud enrich-
ment of zouls. As for the healing of bodies,
this is & bait thrown out by Mary Inupaculale
to catel what is immortal. The number of
hearts drawn cloger to God and the mumber
of souls brought back to Him are the joyous
secrets of the Madonna and her Child.

The baib was indeed successful.  Again aud
~“™again it took the pilgrims between four and
~+five hours to make their way from the In-

stitute to the Well close by. The secular

press took the Grotto into their favor in

OF LOURDES AT CARFIN.

yuite an extraordinary fashion, and the mnn-
Lers wmnltiplied. Frem the first the spell
cast by the Grotte on those outside of the
Iold was o remarkable proof of the infhience
at work,
Ieclad

Not anlv from Scotland, but from
The
first torehlichit procession was held on Our
10237 The
onlyv oin the
Hix Grace Archhishan
Mackiniosh lis alreads padd 2 brief visit to
the shirine, and Tie returned on the Epiphany.
1924, when he anproved of the extension of
the Grotto awd the purchase of zome of the
adjaeent ferritory.

as well, the pilgrims came,

Fada s bivtleday, =cptember 8,
daily o sevvices were withdrwn

month ol Novemher,

Tater e approved of a
Taveer hall the acrommodation of  the
milgrims, ol new reception the
preshytery, aud chiefly of the plan of a pro-
poused Church, a beautiful and noble design.
11 realised, the huilding would contain over
six thousand pilgrims, while in the magnifi-
cent outer and cloistered court there would
be roowm for some twentyv-five thousand more.

It mayx be that Chapellinowe is the key {e
Our Lady's puzzling cheice of Carfin, Tor
under the turf which thinly covers that rocky
eminence on the borderland between  Hi,
Mary's, Cleland, and its daughter parish of
Carvfin, there Ve huried the ruins of a chapel
Tailt by Joviog hands some lundred
The Lias lefl
no veslige, hut the well 15 there, and
atuthentic name of Ladrweil wonld seem to
give 1lie chie to the dedication of the Heonse
of God on he Knowe.  All around. the land

for

rooms 1n

SOVeN
yuars apo. God™s Acre close by

its

is studded with old churches and holy wells.

Motherwell, unly two miles distant. had its
Ladvwell, an ancient shrine no doubt, inas-
much as the Womans built their eamp sl
the CUlyde uol many furlongs awav.  Alas, for
the deseeration of the spot to-duy! 1t had
also three other wells dedicated respectively
to St. Patrick, St. Margaret, and St. Cath-
crine. The first two are in the private de-
mestie of Lord Hamilten of Dalziel, and have
in conscguetice been magnificently preserved.
St. Patrick’s chapel aud cemetery lhave ulso
been treated with becowning respect.  The
very place names in the vicinity of Carfin,

such as Chapelkunowe, Chapelhall, Temple
Plantation, Monkl

) others, are re-
dulent of Catho 5, ®o that Alary,
the Virgin Mether, tfor conturies had public
homage paid to her in these parts.  Must
she not welcone the open loyaliy shown her iu
these docenerale days by her loving children.

Her Chapelknowe and
Maotherwell are emply drained by the soder-
The
sierod symbolizne of their water has gone,
What more lHtting Ui thal fhe Poomaculate

muke hoer

ancient wells  of

ground workinmes of he coal e,

shonld e Gl devoled miners o

renew the uld symbhol?
lier instrument

).|:y\‘ s not use as
the tailer of the mine, us shoe

ninde nse of the shepherdess of thie Pyronees?

The T.rd, who by s Pavors set the seal
of His ppproval an Uhe sevenlobd hath of
Naaman in the Jordan, on the use of the

sonree of Massabielle, on the use of the arti-
fietnl founiain of Oostacker: wha fo please
Hix Mather wrovght s et miracle upon
the water pots in Cana of who
through warer makes us enter the Ringdom

Gialileo,

of Heaven, who did noi condemn ihe peol
of Bethsatda.~ -which of us <hadl gainsay His
power. or His Mother's influence. or the
magnetism of [His Loly ones 10 o spobl satu-
rated with the rosary pravers?  Besides. this
novthern fand tools the Blessed Thérdse 1o 1is
heart Ioneliomwd, or Ireland, or

before even

her own heloved France. Moy nob the grees

at her prospertive sbeiee heoine o part ber
Al abter the ernsade of
the love of Jesus, what dearer io 1his Tlower
ol Carmel than devotion 1o AMary and the

salvation of twoiold

crieioits thanlks -

st = the purpose  of
the Grotto

These Hnes are penned helween two events
that are bistorical dayve D the wmfant Tife
af the Grotto--1he bannine of the e
Corpus Chiristi proces<ion on Sundayv, June
22 andd the visit, July 200 of Cacdinagd Bourne
to Carfin. Fhe first result of the han was
to compel the Divine Master to take jpos-
session of Maryknowe and i Gretto before
the appointed  time,  Over 30,0000 piloring
were reckoned to have been present that day
of glorious sunsliine when Benediciion way
given hotl on the knell and from ahove the
niche, The second result wnny he the exting-
of the last the
penal laws,

By the visit of a Priuce of Holy Churels,
after the double pilorimage of the Srehbishop
of Glaswow, the <enl of scarlet has

tion roetnants ol obselete

beon ail-

ded to the seal of puarple. 1ar o while the

ittle chupel nuest do duty for the wmjestie
churely which the Tmninenlute reems o desive,
and meantime she will

cumtinus her olden

“mission of drawing couls to ler beloved and

Divine Son. Tt is the mysterious law of
pardon, grace, and life vlevnul—pee Wi
ad Jesuwm oy through Mary te Jesuz.

Miss Leila Campbell
L.T.C.L.

Will  commence {carhing  Pianoforte  and

Harmony at lier SMuadio i Paterren’s Boild-

ings, Rattray Street, on Fehvuare 2, 1025,
€5, Y I . >
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