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~ On the Land :

MARKET REPORPES.

At Burnside lasi week 202 head of fat
cattle were yarded. . This entry was made
up of medium to good hullocks, while a fair
proportion of the varding congisted of heifers
and cows. The number of prime heavy hul-
locks was not very hig. The market apencd
ab prices a shade easior for heavy cattle,
while medium cattle sold muclh on a par with
those of the previens week. Exira prime
hullocks brought to £19 5s, prime from £15

10s to £17 10¢, mediwm bullocks from £12 to

£15, light from £10 to £11 15s. Extra prime
cows and heifers made £10 to £12, medium
£6 10s to £8, old and inferior £4 to £5 10,
Tat Sheep.—There was a large varding of
fat sheep forward, 2439 in all heing offered.
All the yarding consisted of shorn sheep,
and comprised grades of ail descriptions, the
proportion of prime wethers being fully up to
the average, while the balance of the yarding
consisted of medivm wethers and good tu
indifferent ewes, The ahove number proved
to be in excess of requirements, and the sale
opened with a diop of from 3s Lo ds on heavy-
weight wethers, while ewes suffered to much

" the same extent, and medinm wethers were

about'ls per head casier than of late. Trime
wethers made 45s to 5ls, medium 38s to 42s,
Hight 325 to 375 6d, prime cwes 358 to 40s,
medinm 30s to 32s 6d, old and inferior 23s
to 28s. T[Fat Lambs.—A small varding, 624
being offered. Fxporters were the principal
operators, and prices were on a par with
preceding week’s rates, Prime lambs brought
from 455 to 32z 6d, medium from 33z to 39s,
light and wnfinished 28s to 83s. Iat Pigs.—
There was a large yarding of fat pigs, prin-
cipally porkers. Baconers realised values on
a par with those of the previens week, while
porkers showed a drop of from 5s to 7s 6l
per head. Store pigs were slightly easier.
Entries Tast wesk at Addington were in
most sectious smaller than uswal. There was
a particnlarly good sale, with a hardening in
prices in all the major classes of stock, Fat
Lambs.—There was a small yarding of 2360
head and a good firm sale at values of 121
te 124d for prime under 42's, 124 for light-
weights, and 113d for heavv-weights, extra
prime 44s to 51s 6d, prime 41s 64 to 44s &d,
medium 37s to 41s, lght 32 to 36s. Tat
Sheep.—A small varding and values advanced
on the preceding week's rates.  Exporters
were unable to buy much at the valwes, Fxtra
prime wethers 475 6d to 49s 4d, prime dds to
47s, medinm 40s to 43s 6d, licht 365 6 to
39s 6d, extra prime ewes 40s to 46s 3d, prime
355 6d to 38s 6d, light 31s 6d to 345 6d, aeed
275 6d to 31s. Trat Cattle—A4A heavy yarding
of 460 head. There was an improved sale
by 1s 6d per 1001 for oxtra choice. Besh
made to 46s per 1001b, prime 40s to 43s 6d,
medinem quality 37s to 3%s 6d, light 33s 64 to
36s 6d, rongh down to 23s, extra prime steers
to £20 7s 6d, prime £16 15s to £19, medium
£13 10s to £16 10s, light £9 10s to £13,
rough £7 7s Gd to £9 Ts 6d, extra prime
heifers to £16, prime £10 to £12 10s, or-
dinary £6 10s to £9 15s, extra prime cows.
£13 55, prime £9 155 to £11 15s, ordinary
€6 155 to £9 55, aged £3 10s fo £6 10s,

Vealers met with a geod sale. Ruwners to
£6 10s, good vealers £3 10s to £5 10s, good
calves £2 to £3, small 155 to 3% 6d. Wat
Pigs.—There was a smali yarding of baconers
and a sharp rise. Choppers 50s to £5, light
porkers 48s to 555, heavy 575 6d to £3 5.
Average price per 1b 7d to 8%d. Light bacon-
ers £3 128 to £4, heavy £4 55 to £4 15s.
Average price per I 6d to Tid.
Reatatast et o]
LIQUID MANURE.

Durng the spring and summer growing sen-
sons the néed for plentiful nitrogencus man-
aring is always felt, especially on,farms {saxs
at exchange) where green crops are exren.
gsively grown. We are well provided in this
country with guick-acting nitrozencus man-
ures, which are easily obtainable in all parts;
hut there is a most valuable supplement to
them whicl too often is allowed to run to
waste.  Wo refer, of course, to the liguid
wmanure whiell is produced om the farm, and
which, as often as not, is most abundant on
farms where green crops are Zrown particu-
larly in the ense of dairy holdings. Where no
storage tank for the liquid manure is avail-
able, it would prove a paying investment in
nearly every case to build one, for this is
one of these instances in which a moderate
expendibure in ecapital would result in a
direct and immediate cconomy. In most dis-
triets an effective tank can le cheaply con-
structed of conerete; and we ean only say
that the initial outlay ineurred wonld very
quickly be paid for by the extra crops which
weuld result from the valuable fertilising
material saved.
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WORN-OUT PASTURES,

For pastures that have been long neglected,
and as a consequence have become impov-
erished, ineapable of producing anything but
a crop with plenty of weeds and no nourish-
ing herbage, the treatment which has been
found to mive the best results ‘is to apply
liberal dressinps of mineral fertilisers in $he

‘eheap forms of superphosphate or hasie slag,

or even raw phosphate very finely ground,
and potash szlt, such as kainit or sylvinite.

The phosphates and potash ave not Tiablo
he washed out of the greund, and an improve-
ment in the natnre of the herbage will sonn
he apparent.  In the following wvear ine
treatment can be modified by giving the field
the benefit of an application of mixed fer-
tilisers containing a little nitrogen. A d:ess
ing of farmyard manure is alsn alwavs asefa!
mn sueh eases,
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MANURIAL VALUE OF CLOVER.

The inereased eultivation of clover and lu-
werne, especially of the latter, is being re-
commended on the two grounds, that these
erops provide valuable fodder, and that they
leave in the soil a residue containing nitro-
gen collected from the atmosphere which sup-
plies stimulating nourishment for the fol-
lowing crop, and by so doing enables the
grower to dispense with the applieation of n
dressing of a costly nitrogenous fertiliser.

The ameunt of nitrogen thus added to the
soil by the roots of the legume crop is esti-

mated to be at least 501b per acre, equiva-
lent to a dressing of 3 to dewt of nitrate of
soda. ..

And apart from the benefit of the grain in
nitrogen, there are other advantages arising
from the minerals brought nearer to the
surface from the lower levels to whish the
long roots of the legumes have penetrated;
moreover, during the autumn months a
clover erop in possession of the ground helps
to retain in the soil plant food which might
otherwise be washed away by the winter .
rains, ‘

It would appear, therefore, to be sound
adviee that farmers, who have suitable soil,
should tnrn their attention to an extension
of the erop.
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BONES AND BONE MANURES.

Bone meal, crushed kone, and hone dust
have been used by farmers in many countries
for more than a century as & means of main-
taining the soil in a fertile condition. It is
said that the Chinese knew the value of
bones for the purpoese Lefore eivilisation be-
gan in Burope. Old records show that Chi-
nese farmers and fruit growers applied cal-
cined hones to their fields 2000 years ago.

At the present time raw hone meal, unless
very finely ground, is considered too slow in
action for modern methods, but bone man-
ures—that js, hones treated with acid—are
much in favor as fertilisers for root crop
and grasg lands, supplying phosphate of lime
and nitrogen derived from organic sources
and i a readily available condifion.

Steamed hone flour is a product which

.during. recent years has, deservedly, aitrac-

ted much atiention. Being very finely
ground, it is quick in action, and coniains
& high percentage of phesphate of lime, ab-
out 60 per cent., combined with about 1 per
cent. of organic nitrogen. It can be applied
alone and serves admirably for mixing with
other fertilisers, such as potash salts, phos-
phatic manuores, ete,
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SOIL ACIDITY AND ITS CURE.

Boil acidity is one of the ehief causes of
poor crops; it is Injurious to almost all culti-
vated crops, though not iu the same degree.
The oat plant, for instance, is able to put
up with a sour seil, whereas it is deadly to
clovers and with the turnip crop is produe-
tive of the well-known disease, “finger and
toe.”” The principal canse of the pernicious
cendition in the soil is due to-—

Alsence of drainage, giving rise to a water-
fogged condition of soil; too much organic
matter leading to the production of acidity

The remedy is obvious; it is—

Drainage if the land is waterlogeged and
the application of lime in one form or an-

other.  Time is the sovereign remedy. It',
is well ealled “‘a soil sweetener.” It neu-i

tralises sourness and prevents the formation
of noxious compounds; it checks fungoid dis-
eases, and when applied to pasture land pro-
motes the growth of the more nutritious
herbage; but it should be borne in mind that
lime is not in proper sense a fertiliser; it
contrins mo nitrogen, no phesphorie aeid,
and no potash, and therefore it is incumbent
after a dressing of lime to apply 2 dressing
of suitable plant nourishment.
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