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which put him out, for after the letter had -

gono he was more serious and more medita-
tive than lefore,

“L also must try what distance will do for
me,” he said at last. “What's the good of
being free from all soeial or family duties
if I cannot do what I like? Upon my word,

r‘;%ll that studying has put me quite out of

~gorty.’’ _

Shortly afterwards Baron Dabnow aston-
ished his numerous relations by announcing
his intention of hencoforward giving up books
for nature.

“Are you going to turn mebile ' asked his

brothers with a laugh. “You'll end hy becom- -

ing an African explorer!” ‘
“I prefer eating to being eaten,” said the
- fat one, “and I will therefore leave Afwien
alone. But T must get away from civilisation
and from railways. I shall study wn-civi-
lised lands and people: everything is zo flat
and’ commonplace in Europe!”

“You of all people in the world! Fow wifl

_¥you ever bring your lamy sclf {o seramble up
the Chimboraze or the Himalayas #

“Nol T shail be up.” answered
Dahnow laconieally.  “1 kuow how lo mualie
myself comfortnlile anywhere”  And lie cor-
taiuly considered liis comfort in the Prepira-
tions he made for Lis journey,

Curt had wneanwhile returned to Constan-
tinople after his wild escape. Connt X., the
ambassador, was silting in his room one mor-
ning when his youngest attachs
nounced,

earried

Wik aGn-

“So you're quite well auain ¥
asked the old gentleman, inoking fixedly at
him,

SO T mever felt helter.,” answered the
vouth, who did indeed look radiznt  with

- health and happiness.
“Your servaut kept severe custady upon
you,” the ambassador continued slowly. “‘Al-
though I called more than once, I never
could get at you, The, deoctor,tco, was very
stlent.”’
“Your Excellency was really too kind,”
stammerz1 the youth. “The  doctor’’—
The ambassador arose and laid his hand
upon the young man’s shoulder. “Yowre a
bad diplomatist, my friend,”” he said with a
- satirical smile. ““Your intrigues are not fine-
ly woven, and your face does nob conceal
your feelings To what bathing-place did
the Trieste ship take you?”
Curt stood silent and confused before his
chief,
The latter traversed the room a fow times,
and then said impressively, “Young man, do
not flitter away the best years of your life
in unworthy bondage.”
Curt looked up frankly and proudly at
him. ““Excellency, the happiness of a person
I esteem as much as I love was at stake.”
Count X looked at him morc earnestly than
before. ‘I think well of you,” he said, “but
I have been told that you were in danger of
committing some great folly—of shipwreck-
ing your life’s lLappiness. [ see that the
folly is at least no unworthy one; but be
earcful. Unless I am much mistaken, you

re not the man to cong-rr your passion at
Ally cost, and, nctwithstauding opposition.
X'God graut {a.t vou way not make yourself

‘
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CHAPTER XIII.

The world secmed beauntiful to Nora after
Curt’s flying visit, and yeb there were clouds
in the distant horizon, and cold showers
threatened o chase the spring away. At
home, too, clowds were to be seen, and to be
scen with a sad foreboding, But Nora would
not Tooke at them, she would not rob her heart
of tho calm and joy with which Curt’s visit
had filed it; otherwise, she might, indeed,
have been sad at the grent change which
had eowme over Ler father's temper since his
illness.  He had irritable and agitated about
every small thing; and even the birth of o son
did not suffice to cure him: of his  ill-humor
He had received the new-comer with intense
satisfaciion, but after the first days his hrow
hiad onee more become clouded,

Nora had been overjoyed at the thought of
possessing ‘a little brother who might, in time
be o comiort o her father when she would no
Tonger be at his side.  She thought Karsten’s
ill-hnmor  must proceed from some physical
veason, for both his wife and his hoy were
Wooming with bealth. But he was more in-
defaligable than ever, coming oflen to the
ville, in awhich, it is true, he only spent a
Tew hours,  He was always accompanied hy
Landolto: Landoelfo, the indispensable, with
whom he held long and mysterious con-
sititations,

e was, Indeed, a remarkable man this
“Signor Tandolfo,” for thus he chose to e
called, and {hus his nume was alwavs Lo he
seen in large letlers upon ghe plav-Lills, His
tall figare, his- fine profile, and his shiny
biack locks, produeed o great effect upon the
vilgar evowd. © But lhose of more refined
iasto were disagreeably impressed by the
false and yet impertinent look of his dark
eves, and hy the sensuality of his thick lips,
imperfeéetly  concealed as they were by a
well-trimmed moustache and beard.  Had
anvone felt a wish to study his past-—no very
edifying or improving study—one might have
traced Landolfo back to a simple “Levi.”
Bat he reminded one more of Schiller’s poet-
ieal image, inasmuch as ‘one knew mnot
whence he came,” and one might add: ‘his
track was guickly lost whenever he took
leave.””

He had appeared under all sorts of differ-
ent names, and had disappeared a dozen
fimes at least, without leaving any trace of
lis eld self behind him. A disappointed
genius, Le had tried his fortune first on ihe
stage, then at the brush, then again at the
pen.  Oune day, finding himself particularly
short of money, he lad engaged Limself to a
small cirens. His showy appearance and his
agility gained him some reputation iu the
insignificant troop, and a$ last, with the
assurance which characterised him, he had
offered his valuable services to Director Kar-
sten. Landolfo’s talent as an equestrian was
aboui the average, but Karsten was struck
by his taste in decoration and effect, and his
apbitude for business. Fe soon became a
very important member of the troop, by the
case and originality with whiclh he ftted
up new scenes; and his facility with the pen
made him likewise very wvaluable in the
director’s eyes. Landolfo was not the man

he made such good use of Karsten’s foible
for him, that he very soom was entrusted
with the whole management of affairs. The
direetor, who had never had any particular
talent for business, was delighied to be able
thus to rid himself of trouble, and Lan-
dolfo’s guick and cunning eye to the main
chance always impressed his employers with
a great opinion of Nis eleverness.

During the last few months the director
had stood in great meed of advice. TUntil
then he bhad been the first and best in his
line. He had thus reaned such a golden har-
vest, that he could afford every kind of com-
fort and luxury to himself and to his family.
But now, since the preceding winter, Kar-
sten had a rival who did all he could to put
his adversary in the shade, and to gain the
favor of the public. He evidently had money
to lay ont for the purpose; and had more
inventive power than Karsten in Jbringing
new elements info his Circus, and in cxeiting
the interest of e lookers-on.

Novelty hath ever a charw, and the direc-
tor soon perceived that his audicnce was no
longer so namersus, and his purse no Tonyer
so well-fitled as of yore.  Tle found himsclf
vompelled 1o make new and greater offorts,
in order to compete successfully with his
rival. Some of his best forces, tempted by
greater offers, had gone over to the encmy,
s that, in reality, Karsten’s Cirens was no
longer so good as it had Leen. This fact
stung his pride 1o 1he. vory guick, and at
ahy cost he wished to ereate some new means
of attraction, in order to regain liis former
popularity. He was, Towever, forced 1o 'spend
enormous sums in the attempt, and what
with these expenses, and the maintaining of
so many people and horses, he felt himself
going rapidly down hill,

He could not give up the villa or changs
anything in his mode of living, lest people
should say he was ruined, and as, in this
world, a natural and logical consequence,
completely forsake his Circus. :

It was these preoccupations which, during
the winter, had affected his Liealih, and now,
a new disaster fell upen him. The banker,
with whom he had placed his capital, liad
made nnfortunate specnlations, and had gone
bankrupt, This natarally made the director
gloomy, and, at the same time, it brought
him oftener to the villa, in order to consult
certain lawyers in the neighboring town,

To-day he had arrived quile unexvectedly,
and had sent Tandolfo at once iulo Lown
with commissions,  The sizht of 1he haby
and of his wife, so completely restored to
health, cheered him up a little, Lul as often
as he looked at Nova, his ill-huisor seemed to
return. Her engagement to the conut weigh-
ed upon him uncomfortzbly in tlie present
state of his affairs.

He was sitting with his family on the even-
ing of his return; and it was a comfortable
little party which was established in Mrs.
Karsten's drawing-room as Landollo entercd
i, ‘ '

The director arose rapidly and went to-
wards him. In him he saw his only remain-
ing resource, so DLlinded was ke hy the nd-
vice Landolfo had givea him, and whiclh had

(e )

miserable for lifei . tolet opportuhities slip out of his haunds, and 10w and them beenr crowned with success.
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