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The Catholic Bible : First Book Ever

(By Ruv. Tuouas F. Coakuey,

o To-tlay in the twentieth eentury, as in

Tevery past century since Christ was born, the

!

Catholic Charch proclaims the Bible to be
the very Word of God. She was already in
existence and had preached the Gospel to
Jew and Gentile, and had converted a fairly
respectable portion of the world, penetrating
even into Caesur’s household (Philippians 4,
22) before the New Testameni was entively
writlen. She was present when it was poro;
sho rocked its eradle; she was its nurswe and
guardian. It was she who told us offizialiy
what the Bible is, for the Canon of Haly
Seripture was determined and promulgared
by her supreme authority in several of the
teneral Councils of the early Church. It
was she who separated the divinely .inspired
trom the false, apocryphal and Aispuéad ses-
pels; it wus she who preserved ihe Sacver!
Text from corruption and from destruction,
clse the Bible would to-day bo in &le sad
condition of wost of the Greek and Latin
classies that have perished from the carth.
It was she who ponularised the Bible. When
printing was invenited by Guteabery, one of
her children in 1445, the first bheok ever
printed was a Catholic Hible, the Latin Vol-
cate  (1433-1435), aud
“about vrinting the Bille in ghe lingnage of
the weonie.  Tn addition to 13 [talian edi-
tiong, 11 T'rench editions, 2 Bohemian edi-
tiong, 1 Dutel angl 1-Spamish edition, there
were 18 German editions of the Catholic

“Bible itu existence before the Protescant ver-

sion of Martin Luther appeared in 1534,
somle 91 years after printing was joventad.

Many copies cf these first editions in ~he
Innguage of the people are in the TTnited
States. TFor some of them very fahulous
sums lave been pnid by wealthy colleators,
such as Messrs. Huantington, Morgan, and
Widener. T hold in my hand a ~atatogae of
the Bible Exposition now heing nsld in the
New York PPublic Library, and which I, my-
self, have inspected along with thousands
of others, where authentic copies of the first
Germun and other oditions of the Cathoic
Bihle in the language of the people are on
public view.

Mr. R. A. Peddie, in his Index of Fif-
tecirth Contury Books, published m 1910 n
Loudon, savs that ithere were 177 editions
of the whole Bible hefore 1500, The Lhle
was the fitteouth century hest seller, anl the
most widely read Dbook in that age of no
mean cullure and refinement.  Tn the Al
teenth century one book out of every 150
printed was a Bible, a far higher ratio than
prevails to-day, in spite of the prodizicus
free distribution of Bibles that we witness,
Phis is indicative of the then popilar de
mand for the Word of God, the eagxorness
with which the Church supplied 1he demand,

7o._and her solicitude in encouraging printers to

.. issuo repeated editions, not merely in. Latin,
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which for several hundred years after the
imied #5 be the

she immediately set-
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language of the educated, but also in the
language of the ordinary people who know
only their own tongue. )

There -are in existence to-day copies of 239
different Catholic editions of the whole h.lie
printed in nine different tongues, hetwren
1450 and 1520, In the United States to-dﬁy
there are several hnndred copies of Cutholic
Bibles printed before the year 1500, Strange
Lo sax, Protestant theologicul seminaries pos-
sess 127 of these copies; Protestant individ-
uals possess 83 coptes; 17 Protestant univer-
sitios possess 36 copies, and there are no less
than 54 copies in the New York public lib-
rars. One copy is-in the Carnegie Library,
Pittsburgh, and another one, the property of
Father Lamhbing, of Pittsburgh, mnot loug
dead, is now in Hefon il College for
Women, Greenshurg, Pa.

The Catholic Church is still tireless in her
efforts to maulke better known and betler
loved the inspired Word of God. She las
conferred many spiritual favors and privi-
leges upon her children, whe pionsly read
and meditate upon Sucred Seripture every
day; she insists nnder pain of grave sin that
all of her clergy, from Pone tu parish nriest,
shalfl remld a fairly large portion of the Saered
Seripture day by doyv: she has founded Bib-
lical aendemies and institutions in varioms
parls of ihe world to train professors of Holy
Seripture Lo staff her eollepes, seminaries,
awd universities,  Imexpensive copies of Lhe
Bible are sold in churell vestibudes; coufer-
ences and lectures are given frequently dur-
ing the year in publie halls and popular
assemblies to illnstrate and explain the Sa-
cred Text, and in every Catholic chureh in
the world, evervy Runday of the vear, the
Gospel must he read and exnlained to the
congrogation, net in Latin, but in the lan-
gunge of the poeple, while all stand rever-
entlv, and listen to the Word of God. The
superficial reading of any newspaper or re-
view will reveal the solemn faet that jt is
net the. Catholie Churely that is countenan-
eing or permilling (o zo unchallenmed the
abtacks ol atheists, materialists, or higher
critics upon the inspired Word of God. She
loves Tloly Seripture with a love that
amounts to a passion; with an affection that
is stronger than death.  And never until
time shall he no move will she conse to defend
and prolect. veverciee amd cherish, procliim
and popularise it

A HAPPY NEW YEAR TC ALL!
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- Wedding Bells
EISING—CREAGH.

The wedding was solemnised at St. Pat-
riek’s Church, Greymouth, on December 30,
of William George, second son of Mrs.

ising, - Makomalko, Pahialuz, and Kileen,

third daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James Craig,

tf Brunnerton, Rev. Father Long, assisted
by Rev, ather Madden, officiated and cele-
brated Nuptial Mass. The congregation
filled the church, the parents of the bride
being well known West-Coasters. Miss Maur-
cen Griflin presided ut the organ. The bride,
who was escorted hy her father, wore a
charming gown of the daintiest sheil pink
georgette, over shadow lnee, finished with
cabochions of silver tissne. Jler Limerick lace -
veil was an exquisite ene, finely embroidered
with true lovers’ knots. With it she wore a
coronet of silver leaves, matehing her silver
shoes.  She carried a shower Dbouguet of -
palest pink roses, carnations, and fern, with
pink and silver streamers. A pearl necklet
eompleted the effect.  The bridesmaid was
Miss Kathleen Creagh, whe was attired in a
snwarl frock of silver novelty crepe-de-Chine
shiot with old vose. From the shoulders fell
@ capette edged with silver fringe. Bhe
wore also a large leghorn picture hat, under-
lined with rose and silver tissue, and finished
with laree flat flowers.  She earried a posy
in iho srme shodor, und wore, like the Lride,
a peorl necklet., ¥r.o Ko Cnigen, of Nelson,
was hest man.  Aftor the ceremony Mr. and
Ars. Creagh eatertained about sixty puests
at n wedding lhreakfast, when the usnal tonsts -
were honored. The newly-wedded couple left *
for Pubiatua, travelling vie Nelson, where
the honeymoon was spent, the hride travel-
ling in a French model of cinmnen gohar-
Jdine, and a mushroom kot with mulli-colered
peorgatle swathe aml floval wreath.  As an
evidence of the bride’s vooulavity in the dis-
{rict the Cathalic seeind committee and cther
friends  aseemblled] at the pecjdence of Ter -
parents on Christmas Might 1o bid her Tare-
well.  Miss Coeapl was vresented by Rev,
Father Madden with a sel of stainlese car-
vers as an appreeiation of her worl ns soere-
tary of the committee. Father MadTen’s
graceful tribuie was warmly endorsed by
Rev. Father McMonigle, Mrs. Bising de-
parts with the sincerest good wishes of many
friends. She will he much missed, but the
Coast’'s loss is Makomako’s gain.

To be published at an early date

THE CHURCH IN NEW IEALRND:
N THE PATH OF THE PIdNi:HS

By the Author of
Memoirs of the Eorly Doys. -
A Complete History of the Revival of the
Maori Missions by the Marist Fathers after
the Native Wars; also of the establishment’
and labors of the Fathers of the Missionary
Society of St. Joseph (Mill-Hill Fathers) in
tho Diocese of Auckland. ‘
As the editior will be limited, orders for
cépies {mail fres 7/6) should be forwarded
at once to
[ ManaoEr "
“N.Z. Tablet'
Any profits aceruing will be devoted to the
Maori Missions.
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