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St. John of the Cross

After the door of St. Aun’s Monastery at
Medina del Campo had been closed for the
night, 2t the end of a dreary autumnal day
in 1650, the monks gathered foy Compline
it the chapel were surprised by the redoubled
striking of the great kvocker at the gate.
The porter, after finding his way across the
court by the iight of His lantern, peered
through the wicket at a youth whose Tageoed
discolored garments were in almost comical
contrast with lis refined and delicate feat-
ures. Neither the old lay-lrother who judged
by externals, nor the youth, in his humility,
had any suspicion that one day John 4’ Yepez,
entering now into the Carmelite Order, would
hecome the powerful assistant of St. Theresa
in the reformation of that glorious division af
the Chureh's army.

Born in 1542 of Spanish parents, in the
town of Tontiberius, near the city of Avila,
Jdehn, from his earliest years, was noted for
his leve of retirement and teuder devotion to
Our Blessed Lady, a devotion which became
all-absorbing as the years flew by, filling our
sain with a longing to hecome a priest aml
devote his life to Our Lady's service.  The
extreme poverty of his parents, fur from pro-
moting these wishes, seemed to destine him
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ie a life spent in iheir aid, while his father’s
untimely death made his duty of supporting
Tis mother all the morve imperious. A classi-
eal educaiion being now out of the question,
Johu went io work in a hospital. Our Tady,
it would seem, was still wabehing over this
child of her choice, tor here Jolin hecame
acguainted with the virtuons Alphonsus Al-
varez, o man who was devoting life and for-
tune to the service of the poor. This pious
servant of God, pleased with hiv vounyg assis-
tant, sent him to Avila to begin his studies
for the priesthood.
Enters Monastery.

When the time came to choose hetween the
secular aud the religious clergy, John’s great
Tove of retivement and his special devotion
1o the Mother of Goid, determined him to
enter the Carmelite monastery at Medina
where we ‘lave seen Lim clad in the poor
garments of o pilgrim hegging . admission.
Sent to Salimanea for Iis studies, be passed
through them in obedience, hnmility, Tervor,
and love of the Cross. e was ordaived
there, and in a few wveary was called to o
task possihle only {o one who dupunﬂvd for
all on God's help.

At that Hme St Theresa had undertaken
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hy God’s inspiration the reform of Carmel.
Duaring a visit to Medina, she made choice
of John to aid it the great work as reformer
of the monasteries for men. A small house
was purchased in the neighboring village of
Durvelie, where he retived and where he whs
soon followed by many Fellow religious. Led
by the example
holy abboi, these wonks sought peace in re- -
tirement, humility, and austerity, endeavor-
ing daily to model thewselves on Jesus Crn-
cified. But God was to begin to purify the
heart of Fis servant from the least stain of
carth, and many hitter trials, interior as
well as exterior, were now to he his lot,
Having rvecognised his great gualities dis-
plaved in the government of the small mon-
asterv wt Durvelle, St. Theresa sent him in
1576 to begin the reform of the convent at
Avila. Here by his advice, and especially by
his holy example, be soon induced the maj-
ority of the monks to tuke un again the lile
sl solitude and penance which they had onees
vowed to God and had forgotten, He met,
such great epposition that in A
held at Plagentia, he
:|1)(J».t:1tc and impris-
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lwever,
chapier of the Order,
was condewned as an
oned for nine months
through the mfluence uf St
waus wholly exenlpated.

The highest charges in the Order were in
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from all parts of New Zealand are to be found within its walls preparing for

é Rta-éopens Tuesday, 3rd Febfuary, 1925.

This first-class boarding and day school has a dominion reputation, and pupils g
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the various Academic, University,
Domestic Science, Cooking, Dressmaking,
taught to all the pupils. The greatest attention is paid to the health, deport‘ment,

_ manners, religious istruction and general training of the pupils
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Music and other examinations.
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