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THE BEGINNING OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION IN CHRISTCHURCH

Diamond Jubilee Year
The N.Z. Tablel sor May
the following inferesting conlribution:—
“Ten years lo-day exactly, the first Cath-
olic sehool in Canterbury, patrovised by the
priests, was opened in a buoilding which still
stands in Lichfield Street, Bast Christehurel,
Had you visited it on Monday wmorning,
May drd, 1805, belween Lhe hours of 9 and
1t, you would see a hashiul, delicatle, clean-
fsced youtl, whose uationality vou could 1ot
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18753, printed

wigbalke, culechising two Dile wreling his
only - pupils during the remainder of {he

CTHE LATE MR: lbDW%RD OCO\U\OR
of Chustchl.lch First
10 wher in Gammbur

Catholic Sc-hnu

His sehool .li‘llulhltlls. consisted of a
few books, Sl‘ltES,-ﬂl‘Jd copies, and his furnj-
ture comprised a few forms lent him Dy the
ool priest, a.:.d. a packing case converted
into a table, Seeing that he had to pay I4s
per week house. renf, and support himself
into the bargain;” having only two children

week,

‘during a full week, he had but poor consola-
‘tion for a beginner—for he had only just

arrived in the Colony.
The following week a few fresh faces made

their appenrance, and as the parish priest

could bear testimony to the teacher’s worth,
tand as the few who attended progressed satls-
factorily, the number gradually went up.
'Yet the income was hardly sufficient to de-
.fray expenses, so the teacher opened a night
“school which took well, . aad. both - incomes
rcombined enalled him to live. Rev. Father
Ohata:gn(lr the then parish priest, was try-
“ing hard to raise funds to hdild a decent
.hChDOlhOLSE, but as Catholics then were few
‘and far befween, o lonig  time elapsed ere
‘the building was completed ; it was far ad-
ivanced in October, 1865, before the children

could. lake possession of ik, You will per-
veive that five mounths of lhe severest part
of the year had clapsed since first starting
the school in the cottage Lill the completion
and opening of the building which was to
be used as the only Catholie school in tho
Provinee for many years allerwards.

How things went on with the leacher you
van Torm an iden, when 1 tell yon he wmarvehed
86 children Trom e old into dhe new school
o Lhe day the latter was opened. T think
you will allow, though he had & poor
ginning, ‘that his patience and perseverance
were eventually crowhed with remarkable sne-
CUSS.

The Government then allowed the Catholic
school o sum of money towards the payment
of the teacher's salarvy, provided he passed
a satisfactory examination, whieh he did,
nnder Mr. Restell, Government Inspector of
Schools.  Our mnew building was then con-
sidered a very fine one, high, well-ventilated,
and measuring 40ft by 19ft. There being

Te-

able TFallier Chatnigner eommenced erecting:

a girls’ school, which they (the Sisters) ook .

charge of. So mnow, in u few years, there
were two schools—one for Doys, anether for
girls.

The Reve Talher Chataigner Jeft Christ-

church for Timaru sbortly after eompleting
the second seheol,” where he is still working
for the eause of refigion and deneminational
odueation..  He was sueeecded by ihe Rev.
ather Chervier, who in 4 was replaced
by the Rov. Wather Fenver.

Some two vesrs and nine months  ago
(Lo sehools were Titeraily crmmmel, especially
the hogs’, so n thivd sehool, very mach targer
than [Im nthers, was evected for 1he borg by
thoe Rev, Mather Fenver, whe las sinee left,

and been replieed by the Rev, Father E‘l-
liavd, .
Many charges, vou will perceive, have

taken place re the progress of Catholicity
here, since the commencement of the timo

“about which T wrote till the present day.

Priests have been changed from one locality
to another, schools and churches have bheen

erected,  Some of the teachers have talon
to other avoeations, the Government here
have withdrawn all aid from our schools,

{On
{On right)
Cathedral)

left) Fivst Girls’

crected

Second Church (afterwards Pro-
in Christchurch

School (St. Josepls)

pleuty of space, the attendance increased
rapidly, so an assistant wag needed. A AMiss
Vallance, a lady of no mean attainments, was
engaged, who looked wfter the junior portion
of the children—it being a mixed school,
After she left a Miss Oakes was enpaged,
who remained till the arrival of the Sisters.
The Catholic seheol then had agood name,
which ean yeb be seen from ihe Government,
Tnspectors’ periodical reports of the time,
and cireunrstances at the present time go o
show that it has lost none of its presfige
in bringing on ihese children who attend
thereat regularly,

The Sisters having arrived, the indefatig-

. do TPaul.

but the youth who first started a Catholic
school in Canterbury has since grown into
o full-sized man, and is still the master of
T may say the only Catholic boys’ séhool in-
the Province.”’ -

St. Vincent de Paul Seciety, Christchurch
A Golden Jubilee

The oldest seeial organisation in the diocese
of Christchurch is the Society of St. Vincent

First established away back in the

‘sixties, it would appear that varfous lapses
occirred in its continuity during the inter-
veuing years. This, in ihe cucumstdnces
need not be Wondered atb. 3

When e consider the struggles endured )
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